WALWIN STEADIES THE SHIP

creating this chapter, the memories of those involved with the club at any point in the
eighties will be triggered and enable this chapter to be fattened. The same is hoped for
the chapters that describes the nighties and the two decades of the new millennium.

The chronicler’s knowledge of the eighties is sketchy to say the least. It is hoped that by

Again, the honour board is misleading. It states that Beverley Paul captained the Colts from
1980-82. But it has been confirmed by Paul and Kumar Ramanathan that the latter captained
the club in the 1980-81 season. Paul has indicated that he captained the first team in the
seasons following —1981-82 and 1982-83, with Goonesena as his deputy in both seasons. The
captaincy was handed to Carlton Bernardus for the 1983-84 season under controversial
circumstances. Wirantha Fernando took over the captaincy in

1984 -85.

It is hoped that players and those in the know will clarify matters when the chapters are
placed on the web. This is one of many reasons why the chronicler is keen on receiving
feedback from concerned persons and those in the know and is not rushing into publication.

According to present knowledge The Colts had six captains in the eighties, with two players
captaining for more than one season. They were Beverley Paul (2) and W. Fernando (4).

Year | Name Season

1980 | Kumar Ramanathan | 1980-81

1981 | Beverley Paul 1981-82

1982 | Beverley Paul 1982-83

1983 | Carlton Bernadus 1983 - 84

1984 | W. Fernando 1984 - 85
1985 | W. Fernando 1985 - 86
1986 | W. Fernando 1986 - 87
1987 | W. Fernando 1987 - 88

1988 | R. Wickremaratne 1988 - 89

1989 | A. Liyanage 1989 - 90
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Walwin Goonetilleke

Walwin Goonetilleke (1977-1982, 1984-88) was the President for most the decade. Mike
Chanmugam was president in 1984 and G.M. Vasa was president in 1989.

Goonetilleke had the envious job of dealing with a player exodus and a move to take over the
land that the Colts was located on. He is truly an unsung hero.

In a response to a query made by Trevor Jansz in 2004 Goonetilleke mentioned that the club
had experienced fluctuating fortunes and always managed to keep its head above water. And
he was one of the reasons why the club survived the bad times and has come out in a blaze
of glory.

Goonetilleke handed over the reins to Goonasena (1990-1999) who paved the way for the
Mathivanan (200-2013). Goonetilleke continued to hold many honorary positions within the
club. Goonetilleke passed away in 2005 just before the revamping of the club house began in
earnest. But he was involved in the club long enough to feel satisfied that the club was in good
shape and had the potential to prosper.

The refurbished board room of the Colombo Colts Cricket Club, named after Walwin
Goonetilleke, was ceremonially declared open by his widow Mrs. Doreen Goonetilleke on 315t
August 2018, under the patronage of the current president, the office bearers and executive
committee members, along with the patron and vice patron of the club. Mrs. Clare de Silva,
widow of the late Brian de Silva, was also in attendance.

The chronicler knew Walwin Goonetilleke but never spoke to him after leaving the country.
His wife and the chronicler’s mother worked together at the Canadian High Commission.

Although it was the chronicler’s father! who brought Goonetilleke to the Colts, he had very
little idea of the degree to which Goonetilleke had immersed himself in the affairs of the club
and the extent to which he had dedicated himself to its upliftment.

The chronicler spoke to his widow in 2016 and she explained how Goonetilleke used to order
drinks for players after a day’s play and engage in banter. He truly loved cricket and the Colts.

! When Eardley Lieversz Snr was having problems with Doddy Jayamane and Adrian Wijemane of the Employer’s Federation,
Goonetilleke wrote letters on Eardley Lieversz Snr’s behalf who joked that the former had reached QC status. The recipients
thought that George Chitty was behind the letters.
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Goonetilleke was friendly with the Employers Federation crowd. They included Eardley
Lieversz Snr, Ben Anandappa, Rajasooriya and one Speldewine. He was also in contact with
planters such as Pan Dias and Gamini Jayawardene. They met at his place or at the Colts. It
was Tita Nathanielsz who suggested that he put his hand up for the post of President.

He did a lot of free work for the club and jokingly referred to himself as being the charity
commissioner. He wrote all the letters for the club and provided it with legal assistance. The
chronicler believes that he wrote the 125" anniversary publication. He was a born optimist
who lived for the moment. He was a spendthrift and never had much money in reserve but
brought up four children.

He was very friendly with club members such as M.W. Rajasingham and Lucky Heendeniya.
Preethi Wijetilleke, A.B. Senaratne (Kalu Albert) and Uvais were other club members he was
close to. He made his wife a life member when he was president.

He never made class distinctions. He bought everyone the best drink in the house, namely
whiskey.

There are times when one wishes that a historical commenced earlier than it did because of
the passing of those with the knowledge to benefit the researcher. The chronicler has found
this to be the case with projects ranging from family history to local history. Walwin
Goonetilleke would have been of immense benefit to the Colts chronicle. The chronicler
would have loved to have had discussions with him.

Cricketing achievements
The 125%™ anniversary publication summarises the eighties as follows —

“Our Division | team led by Beverley Paul brought home the Rahuman Hathy Trophy for the
second time in the 1981/1982 season. Our successes in these tournaments provided the
necessary motivation for our Division | team to re-establish itself and the 1985/86 season saw
the second occasion on which the Colts had fought their way up the ladder in the Division |
tournament to end the season as runner up for the trophy ....”

Sorting news clippings

The chronicler’s understanding of how the club fared in cricket in the early eighties is based
on news clippings provided by Kumar Ramanathan, many of which are not dated.

Roy Dias joined the Colts in 1972 and was with the club for eight seasons. He moved to the
SSC in 1980 and to the CCC in 1988. If a game is described as Dias’s first game for the SSC or
against his former club, one can assume that it took place in the 1980-81 season.

Any game that mentions Beverley Paul as captain clearly took place during the 1981-82

season. The last game for the 1982-83 season was the last game Paul played for the club,
because of a change in employment which commenced the day after.

699



The photos are headlined by dates indicated by Ramanathan. He has provided two documents
that contain news clippings, photos and comments.

Alston Mahadevan, who authored The history of Sri Lankan international cricket, provided
useful corrections to match dates and club cricket organisational changes, that led to the
restructuring of this chapter. Feedback such as this is invaluable when writing about seasons
that haven’t been accurately catalogued.

The 1980-81 season

Ramanathan has discarded his keeping gloves in the game against Bloomfield. The article
refers to the game as a Sara game although since 1976-77 Sara had been substituted with
Robert Senanayake.

1980 - 81
top form Réinanafhzm\——’h
sparkles for Colt

Colts CC sent in to bat
could muster only 182 runs
in their ‘Sara’ match againss
the Adastrians begun at
Havelock Park yesterdsy, The

Kumar in

A chanceless knoeck of e
runs by Kumar RHamanathan who Colts: 192 (Kumar Hama-
Yater claimed two wickeis cheap- nathan 79, Hiran Jayasundara
Iy wpaverd the way for Colits to 15, Bernard Rulachh 332, Xeverly
ftake the wupper hrand in their FPaul 23, Gamini Goonasena 10,
rivistion One cricket tourmament Carlton Bernadus 11 x. FBs 8
matceh against Adastrians which Sirisena 2 for 53, ')‘.' de Kauwe

Scores:

began at Flavelock Fark NS = for 41, Sarath Soysa 4 for <41, match started only at 1118
terday, S, Banakaran 2 for 38), a.m.
b
Ii,:uniunathun who batted for Adastrians: 185 for iwo (Ajfit Kumar Ramanathan 79
278 minutes hit a six and five Jayasekera 12 n.o., HKumarxr | Datt! aggressi
boundaries. Ramanathan 2 for <4). s Ty S0 ate

tractively kept the Colts bate
|ting together, He had 8 fours
|and a six and his fifty came

in 133 mts,
The Alrmen going in at
510 pm. lost 2 for 18 at

iclose. Both scalps were taken
by Ramanathan,

Colts CC 102 off 71.3 overs;

Kumar Ramanathan 79, B.
Rulach 38, Bev. Paul 23 'K,
K. L. 8. Sirisena 2 for 53, T.
[d® Kauwe 2 for 41 Sarath
Zoysa 4 for 41, 8., Bahekaran

2 for 38).
Adastrians 18 for 3 at
elose: Ajit Jayasekera 13

12 no. Kumar Ramsanathan
8 for 4).

Kumear Ramanathan 3 for
3%, Ralston Burke 3 for 51
and Bernard Rulach 2 for 31
shared the wickets for Colts.

Colts in their second turn
hit up 211 for 7 by the close
helped by Mhalf centuries by

Bloomfield on

first innings

(By TREVINE RODRIGO)

B“"‘““:’e;ﬁ“:""o"ﬁ‘:_ ‘(‘;‘fn;u;: Kumar Ramanathan (52) and
innings Ra. i
their ‘Sara’ cricket encoun- KL Go | Slive - (60) by

X Lanka Perera contributed a
ter concluded at Reid Avenue

yesterday.

The Bloomiielders who had
secured first innings points by
the close of the Iirst uay's
play wihen they overhauled the
Colts total of 141 scoring 143
for 6 took thelr score along
to 248 for 9 declared. It was
the breezy batting of Lalith
Kaluperuma (65) who shared a
whirlwind stand of 76 for the
seventh wicket with D, L. 8.
de Silva (35) and an equally
aggressive 35 not out by S. Ik~
langaratnam that helped swell |
the Reid Avenue team’s total |
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spicy 44,

Chief scores: Bloomfield 1432
for 6 overnight 248 for 9 dec-
Jared in 265 mts: (I, Kalupe-
ruma 85, D. L. 8. de Silva 35,
S, lllangaratnam 356 not out
K. Ramanathan 3 for 37, R.
Burke 3 for 51, B. Rulach 2 |
for 31).

Colts 141 snd 211 for 7 at |
close in 280 miuutes: (Brinath
Sllva 25, L. Perera 44, K. Ra-
manathan 52, R. de Silva 50,
Hiruxg Jayasundera 11- Carlton
Bernadus 12, A Ranasinghe 2
for 28),



The game described below was Roy Dias’s his first against his old club and Mevan Pieris is
described as 34 years of age. He was born on 16™" February 1946 and turned 34 in 1980. The
game between the Colts and the SSC in which Ramanathan scored 160 not out is likely to have
taken place on the 14" and 15™ February 1981. Ramanathan also defied the NCC in a game
which took place in the same season.

In the game against the SSC, apart from the skipper, W. Fernando, Goonasena, Bernardus and
Paul are the other known players. J. Perera and M.F. Sherrifdeen are lesser identities to the
chronicler although this may change with more information being revealed by stakeholders.

* by EDWARD MELDER

FOUR centuries featured in
the Sri Lanka Inter Club cric-
ket tournament in the past two
weekends.

The centurions were Roy
Dias and Sidat Wettimuny of
SSC, Sunil Jayasinghe of
Bloomfield and prolific run-
getter Nirmal Hettiaarachi.

Dias playing against his old club
Colts stroked a ‘ton while Wet-
timuny too got a hundred against
the Colts,

The SSC ran up a massive 325 for
three declared in this match. The Colts
with some feeble batting collapsed for
71 with former Sri Lanka opening
bowler Mevan Pieris taking 5-31.

Mevan. 34, still seems to be good

enough to walk into a Sri Lanka side
/

1980 - 81 SEASON

K UMA"R Ramanathan, captain

9
Colts CC,

. —a

and with the lack of genuine pace bow-
lers it will not be surprising to see him
back in the side.

In the second innings the Colts, not
to be outdone by the 1st innings show-
ing, scored a fine 266 for seven.

This was mainly due to a brilliant
fighting innings of 160 not out by skip-
per Kumar Ramanathan who batted

the whole length of the innings — 315
minutes — hitting one six and 20
fours.

Over the years Ramanathan has
never had the opportunity of playing in
a representative side although he has
continuously been in the runs.

A very versatile cricketer, he used to
keep wicket and was among the best in
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the Island, but has now turned his hand |
to bowling medium pace with great
success.



Kumar’s marathen

- salvage cperation

Colts skipper K * Ramana-
— displa; his remark-

¢ able ability to stand and fight—
| ed out a marathon rescue
| operation to save his side from
| eutright defeat in the Sara Tro-
‘phy cricket tournament match

- against SSC
- yesterday,
~ Ramanathan, in his defermin-
. ed and gritty 315 minutes stay,
which covered the entire length
of the Colts second innings was

undefeated with 160 runs which

contained a six and 20 bounda-
- ries as his team reached 266 for
‘seven after folding up for 71 in
. the first essay in reply to SSC's
325 for three declared.
~ SSC had completed its demo-
lition work started on Saturday
evening by bowling out  the
~Colfs for 71, despite a  hrief
eizhth wicket partnership of 32

at Maitland Place,

' riya 3 for 4) and 266 for seven
- Wirantha Fernando 24, Jagath

83 minutes and his century in

- 209 minutes. Most importantly,

he steadied the innings
‘watching opener Lanka Perera
&pm-for. his second ‘duck’ for

e match off the second deli-
very of the innings.

Ramanathan gave just one
chance at 158 when defeat had
been a Py

For the SSC, evergreen Me-
van Pieris bowled best with a
haul of eight wickets for 96 for
the match. .

- Scores. ¢ !

~ SSC: 325 for three dec. v
_ Colts: 71 (Beverley Paul 20
n.0., Gamini Goonesena 22, Me-
van Peiris 5 for 31. Saliya Ahan-
gama 2 for 25, Roger Wijesu-

umar Ramanathan 160 n.o.,

between Beverley Paul  and

- Gemini Goonasena, 2
~Wallowing on 254 runs behind

Reroanathan who  opened - the
nings reached his first 50 in

Perera 13, Fazil Sherifideen 14,
Gamini Goonasena 29, Mevan
Peiris 3 for 65. Roger Wijesu- |
riya 2 for 57 S Par
vitharana 2 for 60). -

DAILY MIRROR, 16TH FEBRUARY 1981

DAty Maver  16[ajg)
‘Ramanathan saves

Colts from debacle

Colts skipper Kumar Rama- ings in their second essay after
Nat . toey had conceded first innings |
nathan & defiant  inn-
ings of pll:o’ziavlnx them from Points and stayed at the crease
an innings defeat against Ssc i the close. Not only scoring
in their Sara trophy cricket &R hero's innings, but moving
‘match concluded at Maitland Lhe total along even past a de-
Place yesterday. ficit of 254 runs,

Ramana; open inn- Ramanathan’s innings lasted

e o 815 minufes with twenty fours
i and a six. He was partnered

> SRR

" by Wirantha Fernando for 59
runs for the second wicket in
69 minutes, also in 58 runs for
the seventh wicket with Gamini
Goonasena in 68 minutes, Carl-
ton Bernardus joined his
skipper in an unbroken part-
‘pership of 46 runs for the
:elghth wicket.
{  Earlier, Colts were all out for
{71 runs in their first innings
‘after belng 25 for six over-
inight. Roger Wijesuriya picked
! up three wickets while Mevan
| Peiris eclaimed the remaining
‘wicket,
i 8S0 — 325 for 3 declared.
! COLTS—425 for 8 overnight,
{71 all out. - '
i (8. Paul 20 no. G. Goonasensa |
ﬁ.ﬂ.l.ll.reiﬂlsforil,ﬂ.
Ahangama 2 for 25, R. Wije-
suriya 3 for 4) and 266 for 7
&t close. (K. Ramanathan 160.
no. W. Fernando 24. J. Perera
13, M. P. Sherrifdeen 14 G.
CGioonasens 29, H. 8. M. Peiris
2 for 65. R. Wijesuriya 2 for

A Paranavithana 2 for 60).
BT, 8. By TBR.
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1980 - 81 SEASON

Kumar defies NCC | Colts CC get 146

Colts CC batting first

Skipper Kumar Ramanathan left hander Yohan Gunasekera
with a mixfure of caution and took the NCC half way towards lv‘v;%ni sgl'ixtetil;-!d‘Sargl'ltﬁég,!l.
aggression halted a Colts bat- the victory mark without much o
ting debacle in their Sara Tro- cause for alarm before bad round game against
phy cricket teurnament mateh light and rain halted play 10 NCC begun at Maitland
;f;-ainst the NCC at Maitland minutes from the end. Place, yesterday.

ace yesterday. 7

Kumar made 59 in 161 min- Scores: Colts: 146 (Lanka NCC in reply were 67
utes with a six and four boun- Perera 36, Kumar Ramanathan for 2 at stumps when
daries as Colts reached 146 in 59. Beverely... Paul 15, Gamini bad lght and rain
236 minutes with Jerry Wou- Goonasena 10, Yohan Gunase- g
tersz claiming the bowling kera 2 for 22, Sritharan stooped play at 5.20
spotlight in a 20 over spell. Jeganathan 2 for 43, Jerry p.m,

\X‘hen ;hc N(}Z‘C l})luttsd Rama- Woutersz 4 for 34). COLTS 146: (K. Ra-
nathan played his hand as pace {
Dowier By dlamissing.  Amal NCC: 67 for two (Lionel Fer- | manathan 59, L. Perera

38, B. Paul 15, Yohan

Silva for a duck off the first rando 36, Yohan Gunasekera

ball, but Lionel Fernando and 24 n.o.) Gunasekera 2 for 22,

8. Teganathan 2 for 43,
G. Woutersz 4 for 34).
NCc A7 for 2: (Tionel
Fernando 36, Yohan
Gunasekera 24 n.o.)

The following news clippings feature games against the Police and the Tamil Union. In both
games Ramanathan is referred to as captain.

On the first day of the game against the Police Beverley Paul knocked up 177 not out. Paul hit
up a century against the Tamil Union while Ramanathan fared well with ball as well as bat.
The Tamil Union skipper is Gajan Pathmanathan who was in the country between 1978 and
1982. Between leaving Royal in 1972 and returning to Sri Lanka in 1978 he played cricket for

both Oxford and Cambridge.
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Interestingly, the Colts win against the Tamils ended a six-match defeat streak. It appears
that the 1980-81 season was a bad one for the team.

Ceramics

In 1981 Ramanathan did well for Ceramics. Lanka Perera was also in the side. The following
clippings provide details of some of the outcomes.
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Sparkling century = KUMAR BANGS 108

Numar Ramanathan  starred

for Ceylan Ceramie .
tion In thels 27 rom fﬁ?—"’ mm‘& 3 (Kumar Razms

over Bank of Ceylom In the ) ake
b R tonalised Se AT 41 ne, C, P'tm-wh ?;
| , amanathan erbeket nxt::ek"nAu.mm Varanavitharans 7 fer 1) 2md

173 for 4 (Marian Cooray 52,

Half - centur] and  seven i Rbian W. Fernande 4 no. K Hama
a no.,
Lanka P«er? o (wllh % S B gnn?:n s, Civica nathen 41 o) o

3 sixes, 6 fours) and ke (60) he put on 162 o Cm;: second  essaw, Hank of " Coylon: 213 (8.
Wirkntha Fernando 4 for the first wickes, exhibition e Jave a battiag  Ilangaratnam 48 L. Fooseks
(1 six, 4 fours) helped  Ceramics 253 16 baii ,,:n 0 5 e only 32 K. Wijekulisuriva 28 ¢
Ceramics to a first in- y two 8l ne fours and "'Monoru.k Rama-
nings win over Wella. dAnlu Pertn 74, Wi - nplhun sl

witte inning  and ﬂ. o

Honanieed Beevices | o wmn n.“ Priya- 29 i

A

Division league cricket Ii! Fernanco 4 for 87, Outrlght for Leramxcs
match played st the

NOC . for 8, and IC‘ for 1 Ceylon Ceramles Corperation CIIEF SCORES :

In Ceramics se- (K. Ramapa 100 A' scored an outright victery DB 91 (W, Ariyawasss
cond innings of 166 for 0.0, 8, B, Senanayske, 4 no Kunlr Ramapathaz
1, Kumar Ramanathan ©0.) wer Janals  Estates Develop- 3 ‘% TR 'm ‘%,,.\,',,g: s
big o ling centu~ Mills sent Beard (JEDE) In  thelr for 20) and rers
Ty {100 nog out) In 85 'm%mvn. o A* division Natlomatised Servl- §p FUmar Ramamstan 3 for
odnutes with four six- K. H, Nandasena 26, S. Dalpathade 2 for 27).

| Kapila de Bilva 23, A es cricket  maich played on CE.RA\I CS CORP.: 168 for
= Wetrmsaeva 2 . 84 be Col gound vy, % (R, R, 2B
| e 3 for 41, This wis the BIth successive L Perera 23, M, Coorxy 23 n.o.
;5- g"{mm‘ﬂ 3 ‘°: 1%(& :gc Ceramics Cor- e x: V. Porera 4 for £0) asd
48, Senanayak; thon 1 5 or o
‘2 {w l., C. ¥ . ora n ¢ fourney ne.
or 29,

5th success

Ceylon Ceramecs Uoeporation*A*

! scored their filth sixcrnare victory
in the Nativealned Seiveey “A°

Drivmion cricket tournament when

they recorded an outrighl victory

over Janaha Estate Development

Board ac the Cous Club grounds

ot week Kumar Kamansthan of

Cetamics gave 2 pound  allround

performance having a satchbag of 7

The 1981-82 season

The following game took place during the 1981-82 season. The news clip refers to
Bloomfield as the reigning champions. Bloomfield were first division champions in 1980-81

and retained the title in 1981-82.
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—Colts CC

Despite Kumar's heroic 106

lose again

Deshite & good knock of mcaoonesemu.cdouu:o :,

by Kumar Ramanathan, the Karunaratne

-3 _for

reigning champions Bloomfield Warnapura 2 for 18, L, xduw
dotnmcmonthethﬂm-mmtztwc) PR

nm:am their ‘Sara’ game av
Oolumnnds yesterd;y

aammthan.whoumoh»
the fall of the second  wicket
took 268 minutes to score his
eentury He had one six and
ten fours,

Gamini Goonesena with 38

and Beverley Paul with 24, wers

the other batsmen to impress,

Susantha Karunaratne bowled |

best to capture 3 for for 68,

Bloomfield iu their  second

essay rattled 121 for 1 in 73

minutes with Sunil Jayasingiie
36 (with 2 sixes and 3  fowrs),
Sanath EKaluperuma 52 not oub
(1 fours) and Dr, Sarath Sene-
vmtnc 41 not out)

282 tnd 121 for L

ﬂppemhm 52 mot ouf, Sun-

ﬂ Ji ghe 46, Sarath Sencvl-
ntnc« “mot out),

“Qows™933: B paul W S, Ku-

ubdesn 1v, ¥, llamanathen

08, R, Wickremarttno 186, G

t match at Havelock

hﬁmm'gn.’ camc out at

1037 in the morning with the
| Celix poorly placed st 39 for
te::!l’lunplv to the Bloomfield.
| _Four wickets fell for 92 and

then Ramanathan oined
by lefthander Gamini é'mu-
sena In an' Innings reviving
ership of 78 runs for the
wicket In 87 minutes.
Ramanathan reached a chan.
celess century in 246 minutes,
but after Goonasena

Bloonaeld in their second
innings rattled up a carefree
121 for on n 19 overs with

y% g Kaluperuma

out and Dr,
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Sarath Seneviratne 41 not out
SCOR

CHIEF S ES
Bloomfield: 282 and 121 for
one  (Sunil Jayasinghe 26,
Sanuath Kalnpcrum 32 no., Dr.
Sarath Senevirtne 41 no.)
colts 233 (Beverley Paul 24,
S- .  Kuthubdeen 10, Kumar
Rammnnn 106,  Rohitha
Wickremaratne Gamint
Goonasena 38, Chanaka de Mol
10, Susantha Karunarafe 3 for
88, Bandula Warnapura 2 for
‘3.) Lalith  Kaluperuma 2 for



The game versus the BRC was played on 26t to 28™ March 1982. This was the last season
played for the Robert Senanayake trophy. Lanka Perera’s hurricane century probably took

place during this season. What is common to both games are the big scores of Ramanathan
and Lanka Perera.

26 — 28 MARCH 1982

CO LTS T’T‘IVE ON NeC:"183 all out in 48 overs

Yohan Gunesekera 37, Ranjan
!(\{adugalle 30, Jerry Woutesz

~ T y , Sritheran __Jeganathan 12,
BRC (JENEROSI Y ?&oka de Silva 50, kuma&
Ramanaﬂu;\ 2 3fsox' l%;ﬁl?;m‘ée
Colts, put Into hat by meigh- then who ve the Colts the  Rulach 1 for OF, BEAEe o ne-
bours BRC on the matting upper hand ¥ith a miendid 63 | Silva 03,‘°’o2°'n§§3‘§"nﬁrxe 2
wicket af Havelock Park, an  made in 145 minntes witn SN2 2 for o |
up & formMizble 359 for five be- three sixes and five boundaries  OF 37)- o
fore bad 1i%it stopped play yes- He added 93 in 88 minutes for Colts: 110 all out in 45
terday. the fifth wicket with lefthan- | overs (Kumar Ramanathan i
Paceman I:a?'m Selvanays- der Harsha Deepal. Roy Dias 20, Lanka Pex-erevi A
m had gi%niBRC an early Angelo Leanage struck two | Jerry Woutersz 3 for 18, Vino-
oost by dis off Beverley sixes in fading light as the | than John 3 for 24).
Paul and . H. M} Kuthubdeen, Colts chased runs with Deepal Run Rate: 3
but Lanka Perefatled the revi- Temaining 47 not out NCC 10 overs—31 runs; 20
val with a vigojois 42 in 120 SCORES: nfer Jeo runs; 30 overs—89
minutes with alsix and two Colts: 259 for tive (Beveriey __‘15. 40 overs—12¢ runs; 46
fours while Wirs\tha Fernando Paul 10, 8. H. M. Kethubdeen, “1.', : 183 runs.
lent admirable sport with an 11. Lanka Perera 42, Wirantha °V0'%

1olts: 100 overs—37 runs; 20
identical” score nad, in 185 Fernando 42, Kumar Rsmana- ‘Lo}ts.l ® ne: 29
minutes with twogixes. than 83, Harsha Deewal 47 no. | °° ef&:%l o::rn:'-'—lg(l) r?x‘:s; 253
Byt it was \the dashing Angelo Leanaga, 28 no. R. 8¢} | U5 D
gtrokemsker Kutar Ramane- vanayaghm 3 for 59. overs—110 runs.
?
)in 109 miy
Lanka—fastest 100 in 109 mins
Colts opener Lanka Colts 268 (Lanka —_ e L . da

Perera hit the fastest Perera 102, H. Deepal
century of the season 35 K. Ramanathan 71,
in 109 minutes against N. Wij 2 for 43,
Panadura SC at Have- 8. Thenuwara 7 for 59)
lock Park. Perera hit 2 Panadura SC 107 for 4
sixes and 13 fours In at close (Lionel Fer-
his 102 and with Kumar nando 37, Y. R. H. Cos-
Ramanathan scoring 71 ta 25, A. Gamage 3 for
with 68 fours. Colts 30).

made 268 all out. 16-

vear-old right . arm

inn gmn
2» to:kn'l %r-_ A Bu;'

the close Panadurs
were 107 for 4.

In the game against the CCC, in addition to Ramanathan, Deepal and Goonesena made
contributions with the bat. Beverley Paul is referred to as skipper which dates the game to
the early eighties. Kesara Costa is bowling for the CCC, and he played in the 1979 centenary
Royal-Thomian. The Ravi de Silva playing for the CCC is the son of four times Colts captain
Brian de Silva. Sumithra Warnakulasuriya of the CCC scored 197 in the 1980 Royal-Thomian

and captained Royal in 1982. Interestingly, neither Tissera nor Hettiaratchy are in the CCC
team.
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RAMANTHAN MAKES CENTURY AGAINST THE CCC

Ramanathan
attractive 100

An  sattractive 100 by
| Humar Ramansthan (with
{21 fours and Swo sixes) en-
| abled Colts CC amass 387
I runs in reply to CCC’s 161
| on the second day at Fave-
|- lock Park yesterday
| CCO in thelr second es-

say were 40 for no loss at

close,

COoCc 181 and 40 for no
loss; C Warnakulasuriya
27 ne)

| COLTS8 CC (Overnght)
| 60 for 2) 387 off 9738 overs:
|- Bev Paul 62 H. Deepat

47 G Goonesena 38  EKurpar
| Ramanathan 100 M Yusuf
15 R Wanaguru 49 no. Len

Plunkett 15 L Manuelge 4

|
| for 92 Kesarg Costa 3 for 87

Rahuman Hathy trophy winners - 1982

The Colts won the Rahuman Hathy trophy to finish off the 1981-82 season. Probably, Colts
failed to make the top four of its group. It therefore qualified for the Rahuman Hathy trophy
which it won. But the absence of Kumar Ramanathan in the photo is interesting. The question
also needs to be asked whether, even prior to the Laxspray trophy, the Rahuman Hathy was

a sub first division trophy?

The game described below was a Rahuman Hathy game against Liberty. The report says that

‘Whirlwind Kumar’

~ Ramanathan’s 114 delivery century con-
tained two sixes and 11 boundaries while
skipper Beverley Paul (62 in 170 minutes
with 10 fours) Harsha Deepal (47), Gamini
Goonasena (38) and Rohan Wanaguru (49
not out with a six and seven boundaries) were
the others to boost the score,
: CCC in their second innings were 43
for no loss with Sumithra Warnakulasuriya
on 27 and Ravi de Silva on 186.

this was the second time in successive weeks that the Colts went on the rampage.
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- Paul & Ramanathan

Skipper Beverly Paul and
Kumar Ramanathan picked up
centuries as Colts caned the
hapless Liberty howlers for the
entire day in their Raheman
Hathy ericket fixture on the
Colts ground yesterday,

Paul and Ramanathan made
indentical scores of 115 to
power the Colts to a massive
414 for six at stumps. This was
1%8 reply to Liberty's score of

This is the second time in
successive weeks that the Colis
batsmen went om the rampage,
Paul set the pace by’ reaching
his hundred in 260 minutes and

had bdnged: 14 fours when he COLTS: (Overnight 51 for no
\vasm pacemdg®Selva. #iloss) 414 for 6 at stumpssy (Be-

rat ?&Perera made a
ing 10F b ’a’w
;? &g‘ eg as' He Posted”

15_1 runs fot the second wxcket
with his skipper. Ramanathan

.gathered his runs in a- steady

batter leerty

clip with his entire innings
fasting only 104 balls, a dozen
of which he hit for boundaries,
He also had a gix during his
118 run liaison for the fifth,
wicket with all rounder Mum-
taz Yusuf (33),
CHIEF SCORES
LIBERTY: 188.

verly Paul 115, Raman Wel.
a 23 Lanka* Perera 81,
mar ~Ramanathan 35; ‘S:-.
Prasad Fernandp 14 Mum
Yusuf 33, Gamini Goonasena
15 not out.)

¢

RAHUMAN HATHY TROPHY WINNERS, 1981-82

Standing L to R: Channa de Mel, Angelo Liyanage, Harsha Deepal, Beverly Kerner, S. Razik, S. H. U. Kuthubdeen,

Oscar Wanigasekera, Susilough de S Wijeyeratne, ?
Seated L to R: M Rajasingham, Carlton Bernardus, Ranjith Samarasekera, Beverly Paul (captain), Walwin
Goonetilleke (president), Gamini Goonesena, Lanka Perera, Wirantha Fernando, Michael Chanmugam (coach)

The front row consists of many Colts Stalwarts. M. Rajasingham, Ranjith Samarasekera,
Walwin Goonetilleke and Mike Chanmugam. In 2023 they are no longer around but they were
there for the long haul and made an inestimable contribution to the club. They were indeed
true-blue Colts. Without people like them the chronicler would probably have had no reason
to put his heart and soul into delineating the club’s legacy.
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The Lakspray trophy

Commencing in 1981-82 rather than in 1982-83 (according to the web), there were 16 teams
playing division one cricket for the Lakspray Trophy, the main sponsor being Lakspray. The
Sara Trophy was temporarily shelved. They played in two groups of eight teams, with the top
four teams in each group then proceeding to play each other for the Lakspray Trophy and the
bottom four teams in the two groups playing for the Rahuman Hathy Trophy. So, the
Rahuman Hathy Trophy was a sub first division trophy. But its advent, in the seventies,
preceded the Laxspray trophy.

Robert Senanayake Trophy

1980-81 | Bloomfield C & A.C.
Laxspray Trophy

1981 - 82 | Bloomfield C & A.C.
1982-83 | Bloomfield C & A.C.
1983-84 | Sinhalese Sports Club
1985-86 | Nondescripts Cricket Club
1985-86 | S.S.C. & N.C.C.
1986-87 | Sinhalese Sports Club
1987-88 | Colombo Cricket Club
1988-89 | S.S.C. & N.C.C. (inaug.
1t class)
1989-90 | Sinhalese Sports Club
1990-91 | Sinhalese Sports Club

The following game took place on the 4t to the 6™ March 1982. It is referred to as a Laxspray
trophy game. Hence, 1981-82 must be considered the first season under the auspices of the
Laxspray trophy.

Nomads on the hook

Nomads were 169 runs behind ‘Yumiaz Yusuf 10, T. L. Fernan-
«fter being forced to foKow on do 2 for 86, Jayantha Amera-
in their Lakspray Trophy cricket singhe § for 118).
match against Colts continu- NOMADS 187: (Dinesh Raja-
ed at Havelock Park yesterday. ratnam 235, S. =@onso 28, Rapila!

. Jayasooriya 26, T. L. Fernando

Rumear Ramanathan put Colts 18, Leslle Piyasena 14, Deepai:
on a firm footing by completing Madurapperuma 12, Jayantha
his century. He hit {wo 8ixes Amecrasinghe 34, Angelo Lcana—l

and 17 fours to reach 124 runs. ge 4 for 42, Mumtaz Yusuf 2 for
Colts were ultimately all out for 38, Raniit Samarasekera 3 for
397 runs off 116 overs. 36) and 64 for none at close.
. COLYS 347 for 7 overnight (Bernard Wijetunge 39 n.o., S.°
397. (Kumar Ramanathan 124, Aponse 12 n.o.) ’
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1982
LAKSPRAY TRCIPHY

DESPITE LIMPING KUMAR’S SUPERB EFFORT —

Champs crush Colts |

Bl icket vietory with 11.3 evers

10 spare over the Colts yesierday to continue their stay at the

zf of the table in the Lakspray Trophy crieket champion-
Ps,

fald Satiadl

85 deliveries, and Wirantha Fernando were at the wicket
The pair added 105 for the fifth wicket. "

Bloomfield with a victory target of 49 runs in 15 minutes
plus the 20 mandatory overs, began cautiously.
__ But Keerthi Ranasinghe, who made 156 in the first inn-
ings suddenly ventured out with a dazzling array of drives,
taking 17 runs off an over from Carlton Bernadus and then
hitting Mumtaz Yusuf for two successive sixes over long on
to hoist the victory target.

Scores:

COLTS: 187 and 252 all out (Beverley Paul 32, Angelo
Leanage 34, Wirantha Fernando 31, Kumar Ramanathan 72,
Carlton Bernadus 22, S. de S, Wijeratne 19 n.0., Gulrez Ali

Having taken a first innings lead of 203 runs in their
match at Reid Avenue, Bloomfield then dismissed the Colts
for 252 despite a gallant 72 by Kumar Ramanathan,

The Bloomfielders had continued their first innings for a
further 55 minutes yesterday, adding 53 runs for the loss of
three wickets before declaring at 390 for eight. . Skipper
Jayantha Seneviratne made 88 in 202 minutes with a six and
11 boundaries.

Colts facing the daunting deficit were given a 52-run
start by skipper Beverley Paul and Angelo Leanage, But the 5 for 75, Oshadie Weerasinghe 9-—2—34—
advent of spinners Gulrez Ali (22—4—75—35), Oshadie BLOOMFIELD: 390 for eight dec.

2).
i (Keerthi Ranasinghe
Weerasinghe (9—2—34—2) and Gamini Perera saw wickets 156, Sanath Kaluperuma 21, Brendon Kuruppu 24, Devaka
tumble at regular intervals

3 Mahanama 27, Jayantha Seneviratne 88, Oshadie Weerasinghe
The only period when the bat held away over the ball 25, Lalith Sagara 24 n.0., Kumar Ramanathan 3 for 61, Mumtaz
Yusuf 3 for 114, Beverley Paul 2 for 46) and 55 for one
(Keerthi Ranasinghe 36 n.o., Brendon Kuruppu 11 n.o.)

was when Kumar Ramanathan, who batted with a sore knee
to score 72 in 90 minutes with a six and 11 boundaries off

Sahabandu captured his thousandth first class wicket at the age of 42. He was born in 1940
which dates this match to 1982. Clearly, he is on the decline capturing a single wicket and
conceding 114 runs. The Nomads also appear to be a shadow of its former self. Skipper Paul
and Ramanathan did the bulk of the scoring.

LAKSPRAY TROPHY |

yahabandu gets

|
i
1 By Trevine Rodrigo
1

Evergreen Daya Sababandu
aceomplished the greatest miies
stonie by a Sri Lankan bowler
bui wag made to pay a heavy
price before - he claimed hig
1300th wicket in first class erl
cke; arainst the Celts at Have:
loek Park yesterday.,

The 42.year-old left arm sea-
mer bowled three spells before
eventually snatching his dream
wicket — that of 18-year-old
Colts batsman Harsha Deepanl
who wag not even born when he
began his illustrious carser.

Deepal wag stumped off Sahu
bandu’s bowling shortly after
Iuncy, with Colts on 298 for fouy
wickets durinﬁ the bowler's
20th over at which stage he had
concdeded only 54 wins.

Sahabandu emded the day

with figures of 1 for 114 from

85 overs ag the Colts batsmen
made merry against the Namads
attack., ; i

Nomade gkidper Jayantha
Amerasinghe's gamble of invi-
ting the Colts to bat when
he won ths losg failed to pay
off as Colty rattled of 347 for
zaven by the cloge yesterlay.

The Colts innings wag booe
ted by some superb batting by
skipper Beverly Paul who #lam.
med 78 off 147 balls with nine

fours in 198 minutes. This was
followed by 48 with eight fours
and a six by Lanka Perers, &

hurricane 60 by Wirantha elro

uando in 130 minutes with 1
fours and two sixeﬁ and r
Ramanathan’s  belligezent 87
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1000th wicket

not out in 188 minuteg with 12
fours two sixes, Ramanathan’
wag fortunate however to be
dropped twice in his 60's off
Daya Sahabandu, once at deep
nltiidmicket and again at first
s1ip.

Jayanthe Amerasinghe took
the day's bowling honours with
four for 98 off 38 overs.
CHIEF SCORES: :

COLTS:; 347 for 7 at close in
360 mts. off 104 overs (Beverly
Paul 78, Angelo Leanage 18,
Lanka Perera 49, Harhha Doe-
pal 26, Wirantha Fernando /0,
Kumar Ramanathan 97 not «ui,
Carlton Bernadus 10, Jayar jtha
Amerasinghe 4 for 98, - T )aye
Sahabandu 1 for 114, T. L. tFer
nande 1 for 57). i



Wirantha Fernando, Lanka Perera, Kumar Ramanathan, Beverley Paul and Harsha Deepal
were in the top half of the national first division batting averages in mid 1982. They had better
averages than the likes of Nirmal Hettiaratchy who was in the national side. When reference
is made the final round matches one can assume that the averages refer to the 1981-82
season.

SUN Thursday July 29 1982 13

zbeven average over 50

: By Archibald Percira to finish in the first 85 Five others had
Sri Lanka Skipper Bandula Warnapura syerages of over 40 but aggregated less than
headed the bhatting averages in {he 1 300 rin" L
mﬂ matchgs of the divlslon one cricket i
Warnapura « was the only member of The first seven batsmen in the averages
the Sri Lanka team, which toured Pakiston averaged over 50 runs per innings.
Batting: (Aggregate of 350 runs and abc ve and an agverage of 30) A
Na H Total Ave. 200's 100's 050’s
Bandula Warnapura (Bloomfield) b (1} 388 79.60 1 ; 3 2
Tim Beon (CCC 8 2 2()4 434 72.33 1 1 1
‘Wirantha Fernando (Colts) 9 2 182% 454 684.85 o 2 2
Athula Samarasekera
(Tamil Union) 18 1 162 S69 57.93 o 2 7
Dhammika Ranatunga (SSC) 11 1 181 568 56.30 (1} 2 3
Lanka Perera (Colis) 14 2 102 2 53.50 0 & 53
S. H. A, Rahuman (Moors) 11 1 214 514 51.40 3 8 1 (]
Flavian Aponso (Saracens) 14 3 140 548 48.81 o 2 4
Tissa Wijeratne (Kandy CC) 10 1 1057 447 49.66 (1] 1 3
Mithra Wettimuny (SSC 16 1 154 733 48.86 0 3 3
Kum 2111 athan o | 115 51 4 (1} 1 =%
TiC an_ Do omads k1 . 44 0 « 1 R |
i Hemal Mendis (Saracens) 17 3 178 629 44.92 [\] 1 5
| Beverley Paul (Colts) 9 O 115 404 44 .88 (V] 2 2
Hargha Deepal ((,oms 18 3 Q. 447 44.90 (] 0 S
Adel Hashim (NCC) 10 2 101# 350 43.75 [ 1 3
Sanath Kaluperuma & loomfield) 14 2 87 508 42.33 (1] o 4
Oscar stssnaiake (Galle CC) i2 3 79 400 40.00 (1] o 3
Ranil Abeynaike (SSC) 16 3 93* 555 39.64 o 0 7
Jerry Woutersz (NCC) 10 1 108 351 39.00 0 1 o
Rohitha Costa (Panadura SC) 12 0 136 459 38.25 0 2 1
Rohan Jurangpathy (Air Force) 17 3 200* 530 37.85 X 1 0
Jayantha Paranathala (Police) 16 1 I11® 564 37.60 0 1 3
Aruna de Silva (Galle CC) 14 13 197 486 37.38 (1] 1 2
Yohan Gunasekera (NCC) 12 0 74 447 37.25 o o 4
Frankiyn Burke (Police) 16 2 96 520 37.14 0 0 £
Russel Hamer (Saracens) 11 L 120 364 36.40 0 1 2
Aziz Mubarak (Moors) 11 0 105 355 32.27 0 1 2
Nirmal Hettiaarachchi (CCC) 16 0 100 515 32.18 0 1 4
Ajith Jayasekera (Air Force) 17 1 7 507 31.68 (1] 0 5
Sarath Wijeratne (Gzlle CC) 13 ;| 77 379 31.58 (4] 0 5
X Shabbir Asgerally (Bloomfield) 14 b 68”374 31.16 0 o u
o Derrick Jansen (Liberty) 14 1 72 4 31.07 o o 2
5 (,hulam Razick (Moors ) 12 0 80 371 30.19 o o 3
3 P. de S. Wijeratne (Sebastianites) 13 o 60 382 30.15 o 0o .

»

Colts exodus

Beverley Paul played his last game for the club at the end of the 1982-83 season in which he
captained the club first XI. He changed employment which got in the way of his cricket career.

Ramanathan claims that he played for the Saracens in the 1982-83 season. This was the
season in which Paul captained for the second time. Ramanathan claims that he left the club
following the appointment of Bernardus to the captaincy of the first team. Since, Paul
captained the club in the 1982-83 season Ramanathan must have left at the end of that
season and played for the Saracens in the 1983-84 season.
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After the conclusion of the 1982-83 season the outgoing President Walwyn Goonetilleke
called for an annual general meeting, which was attended by very few cricketers. Ranjit
Samarasekera stood up and nominated Carlton Bernardus for the position of first division
captain and the motion was seconded by Gamini Goonesena. Kumar Ramanathan objected
on the grounds that the traditional practice of players selecting the captain was not being
followed. His objection was overruled and Bernardus was endorsed as captain.

Wirantha Fernando was a former U19 national captain. In the 1981-82 season he came third
in the first division batting averages and was in line to take over the captaincy in 1983-84.

Ramanathan organised a cricketers meeting at which the objection to Bernardus’
appointment gained overwhelming support. But although this was conveyed to club
committee the decision regarding the appointment stood.

Ramanathan felt that the Colts were strong, and many players were interested in throwing
their lot in with the Colts. He therefore felt that with such a strong player list it was inevitable
that Bernardus would not be able to retain his place in the first team. Ramanathan had
defended Bernardus at selection meetings and was instrumental in the latter being picked on
and off for the first team. But he was never able to find a permanent place in the first team.

Ramanathan provided the new President Mike Chanmugan and the new committee with
various options. One was to hold a players meeting and give the players a voice, and follow it
up with an emergency general meeting where the players’ decision was acted upon. Another
was to exclude the captain from the selection process. None of these was agreed upon by the
then Colts cricket secretary.

Hence, Ramanathan? was left with little option but to leave the club. And he was followed by
six other players, namely, Srinath Silva, Mumtaz Yusuf, Lanka Perera, Ransiri Pieris, Ralston
Burke and Sarath Fernando.

Yusuf joined the SSC. Ramanathan played a season with the Saracens and received a payment
for the first time. Paul retired.

2 Ramanathan adds that none of his actions and comments should be construed as a personal vendetta against Ranijit or Carlton.
Over the years he kept in close touch with both and acknowledges their contribution to the club in many ways, and their loyalty
to it.
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One cannot blame Kumar and his fellow dissidents for leaving because the chronicler
entertained similar thoughts in 1971 when the club captains reported him to the general
committee. Not unlike Ramanathan he felt that he was acting on principle, in that instance
he was opposed to persons being picked for teams without attending practice. He was
rooting for talented and enthusiastic youngsters who were being denied the opportunity to
prove themselves by seniors whose commitment to the game was suspect to say the least.

Aftermath

But in cricket, as in life, there are no true villains. Villains can usually redeem themselves
through good works. In the case of Colts those who left and those who stayed, never lost their
love for the club. Those who left were disappointed that their views were not taken on board.
Those whose actions triggered the exodus did not abandon the club in her hour need but
worked to bring the club’s cricket back to strength. This is no different to what took place in
the early fifties.

As Ramanathan conceded years later the club exodus gave Bernadus the chance to build his
own leadership method independent of interference. And Ramanathan expressed his pride
in what Bernardus has achieved for the Colts and cricket in general. From the fifties onwards
the club has been strengthened by individuals who have persevered amidst sporadic bouts of
adversity.

Carlton is still with the club. Ranjit passed away in 2017 ending an association with the club
exceeding 50 years. They are, and were, true Colts stalwarts, who saw the club through the
hard times and can share credit for rebuilding the Colts. They had to pick up the pieces and
recruit from scratch and within 10 years the club won her first premier competition.

After becoming captain in 1984 Bernadus had to carry the can with Gamini Goonasena and a
bunch of raw cricketers just out of school. But survive they did although lacking in finances.

Carlton brought Chaminda Vaas to the Club. And Ranjit was partly responsible for Nishantha
Ranatunga joining the club. And Chaminda and Nishantha have made a huge difference to the
club where its cricket and administration is concerned.

Finding replacements

Gamini Goonesena, Ranjit Samarasekera, Chanmugam the coach and Bernadus looked afar
for fresh recruits. They came from Thurstan, Issipatana, St. Peter’s, St. Joseph’s, St. Thomas'’s,
St. Anthony’s, Prince of Wales, and Nalanda. Some of the players who arrived at the club were
Oscar Wanigesekera and Harsha Deepal (Issipatana), Rupanath Wickremarartne (St.
Sebastians), Premalal Fernando (Prince of Wales), Dashantha Gunawardene (St. Anthony’s).
All the newcomers had played under 19 representative cricket.

714



From 1983-84 onwards

Wirantha Fernando who captained the Colts in four Laxspray trophy competition games
attended Prince of Wales’ College, Moratuwa, captained the Combined Schools team in his
youth. He represented the Sri Lanka Under-19 cricket team in a tour of Pakistan in 1976 and
again in 1978, when the Australia Under-19 cricket team came to the island.

A right-handed middle-order batsman, Fernando played for the Colts Cricket Club throughout
the 1980s. Inthe 1989/90 Lakspray Trophy, under the captaincy of Rupanath Wickramaratne,
he scored his maiden first-class century, an innings of 111 against Moratuwa Sports Club at
the Colts Cricket Club Ground. He was a politician and succumbed to his injuries following a
mob attack in the Chilaw area which was a consequence of his car having an accident with
two cyclists.

Wickramaratne handed the reigns over to Angelo Liyanage. An old Thomian, he played for the
Colts in Laxspray Trophy (1988-89, 1989-90) and the Saravanamuttu trophy (1990-91). It was
under his captaincy that Chaminda Vaas played in his first Sara game. (Vaas was brought to
the Colts by Carlton Bernadus, his coach at St. Joseph’s.)

Runners up

Amidst the drama the club picked up the pieces and were first division runners up in the 1986—
87 season. The Colts met the SSC in the final. The Colts totalled 304 after losing its 5™ wicket
at 143 and 8t at 207. In reply, the SSC went one better and overhauled the Colts total on the
back of a 132 run ninth wicket stand. This would have been extremely frustrating, let alone
disappointing, for the Colts. However, five seasons later the Colts again met the SCCin a first
division final. Again, the game was extremely close but on this occasion the Colts were not to
be denied.
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COLOMBO COLTS CRICKET CLUB
LAXSPRAY TROPHY, DIVISON 1, RUNNER UP, 1986-87

Standing L to R: Saman de Silva, Gamini Wickremasinghe, Riaz Farcy, Senarath Seneviratne, Dhasantha
Gunawardena, Premlal Fernando, Priya de Mel, Rupanath Wickremaratne, Sujeewa Kamalasuriya, Sumith
Fernando

Seated L to R: AR. Farcy (cricket secretary), Oscar Wanigasekera, Gamini Goonesena, Walwin Goonetilleka
(president), Wirantha Fernando (captain), Ranjith Samarasekera (coach/cricket chairman), Carlton Bernardus
(vice-captain), Lanka Perera, M.W. Rajasingham (treasurer)

On ground L to R: Premasiri (assistant ground boy), H. Dharmadasa (head ground boy)

Absent: Dhammika Bulankulame

Courtesy of the Colts Cricket Club

The scorecard

The scorecard was accessed through Stats.acscricket.com. Unfortunately, there are huge gaps
in the scorecard which makes it hard to determine which players influenced the outcome.
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Colts Cricket Club versus the Sinhalese Sports Club
Lakspray Trophy 1986-87 final

Venue Colombo Cricket Club Ground on 13t, 14th, 15th February 1987 (3-day match)
Result Match drawn (Sinhalese Sports Club won on first innings)
Umpires KT Francis, DCC Perera

Close of play day 1 Colts Cricket Club (1) 296/8 (Seneviratne 66*, Gunawardena 30*; 95 overs)
Close of play day 2 Sinhalese Sports Club (1) 278/7

Colts Cricket Club

First innings Second innings
DSG Bulankulame ¢ Udayaratne b Samaranayake | O ¢ Weerasinghe b Halangoda | 01
AGD Wickremasinghe | run out 46 | notout 64
MR Farcy b Wettimuny 31 Retired hurt 05
*W Fernando Ibw b Gurusinha 30
S de Silva b Wettimuny 20 | notout 35
R Wickremaratne ¢ Halangoda b A Ranatunga 23
C Bernardus ¢ Gurusinha b Wettimuny 03
S Seneviratne
G Goonasena ¢ Weerasinghe b A Ranatunga | 25
D Gunawardena
ODC Wanigasekera
Total (all out) 304
Fall of wickets: Fall of wickets
1-0, 2-91, 3-96, 4-143, 5-143, 6-147, 7-178, 8-207, 9-?, 10-304 | 1-7
SSC bowling

Colts 1*tinnings | O | M | R | W | Colts 2"innings | O | M | R | W
Samaranayake F B A
Wettimuny ?0? |?|? | Wettimuny 4 |0 |24|0
Gurusinha ?|? | ?|7? | Gurusinha 2 |0 (13 |0
A Ranatunga ? | ? | ?|7? | NRanatunga 5 (0 (140

Halangoda 103 |27 |1

D Ranatunga 2 2 |0 0

Anthonisz 1 1 ]0 |0

Unknown 8 |0 |32]0
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SSC

First innings
N Wettimuny
AP Gurusinha
D Ranatunga
SL Anthonisz
A Ranatunga

WMJP Weerasinghe | b Wanigasekera 26
M B Halangoda C Gunawardena b Goonasena | 36
OAP Udayaratne Ibw b Wanigasekera 14
ADA Samaranayake | not out 0
Extras (2b, 8 1b, 2 nb, 14 w) 26
Total (all out) 336

Fall of wickets
1-?, 2-?, 3-?, 4-?,5-?, 6-?, 7-?, 8-192, 9-324, 10-336

Colts bowling
SSC 1tinnings | O M|R | W
Wanigasekera 164 |3 |57 |3
Seneviratne 5 1 |34 |1
Goonasena 41 8 |97 |4
Farcy 3 1|8 0
Wickremaratne | 24 5 163]|0
Gunawardena 0 [58]|0
Bulankulame 5 0 [15]|1
Notes

The full scores for this match are not available
MR Farcy retired hurt in the Colts Cricket Club second innings having scored 5 (team score 9/1

The 125 anniversary publication mentions this achievement but carries no further details.
Not even a summary of the season. By way of contrast there are two whole chapters
dedicated to the time the Colts was narrowly edged out of the first division premiership in
1962-63. These are based on the scrapbook of Richard Alles and Darrell Lieversz and
comments made by the latter on the final game of the season. Hopefully there are people
who can still recall the 1986-87 season and are able to provide details of the key players and
provide an explanation of how the season panned out.

Interestingly, despite the team coming second the club felt that a team photo was worthy. By
contrast no group photo was taken of the 1962-63 team.
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Recent times

The evolution of the club is one of concerned persons doing their bit to institute changes that
may not be fully realised during their involvement in the club. For instance, the small changes
which were the result Ramanathan’s entreaties would have brought people to the club who
otherwise wouldn’t have. And some of these persons would themselves have instituted
changes which attracted further individuals who made a difference. A few ripples triggered
by dissenters turn into waves in the long term. The Colts is what it is today because
throughout her history there were people who cared enough to cause a stir.

It is possible to draw a line connecting Kumar Ramanathan to Mathivalen. The former was
instrumental in making the first XI a competitive force in in the mid- seventies. By restoring
the reputation of the club, he attracted good cricketers to the club which had a snowballing
effect down the decades. When Mathivalen came to make large-scale infrastructure changes
the club was deemed worthy because of the success it was enjoying in cricket thanks to the
big names who brought this about.

A takeover stalled

It now appears that the greatest threat to the Colts in the eighties came from external forces.
Vimal Jayanetti has updated the chronicler on an incident which took place in the mid-eighties
during the watch of Walwyn Goonetilleke.

About 1987-88 there was a strong move led by A. Polonowita and the Nawaloka Enterprise
to take over all the Havelock Park clubs and convert them into one big sports complex. This
move had the blessings of then powerful premier Premadasa.

In response, all three clubs rallied together and made a joint plea to President J.R.
Jayawardena. Walwyn Goonetilleke from the Colts, Gamini Fernando from Havelocks and the
BRC president (a Muslim) met with President JR at his residence.

Apparently, the Colts president wore his old college tie that day. The conversation regarding
the matter at hand did not last 10 minutes with JR assuring that such a take -over would not
take place while he was alive.

JR was more interested in talking about cricket and rugby, Royal and Trinity, than about the
three clubs whose future was in jeopardy. For the first time in history the Colts, Havelocks
and BRC members got together at gala dinner dance held at the Havelocks to celebrate this
victory. The festivities went on till dawn.

| wonder whether Douglas Lieversz was in anyway involved in the overtures made to JR. There
is no way in which JR would have allowed the club which his good friend from schooldays was

associated with, to go under.

Walwyn Goonetilleke is arguably an unsung hero. Maybe his presence in the club kept the
club from folding and triggered a renewal?
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A cricketer who played alongside Polonowita in the national side, who only learnt about the
incident in 2023, said he had lost all respect for Polonowita. F.C. de Saram once referred to
Polonowita as Anuradhapura Polonnaruwa, poking fun at his name. While this was an
expression of FC’s class bias, any sympathy for Polonowita must be tempered by his dastardly
plan which showed contempt for the interests of three clubs that had done so much to
promote sport in the country, as well as demonstrating bureaucratic arrogance.

But the Colts didn’t come out of the club totally unscathed. It lost the land where the former
tennis courts were located on which residences for doctors now stands.

A time of transition

For most of the eighties the Colts was seen through the lens of the Taverners and perceived
as a drinking club3. The club was going through a hand to mouth existence. Finances were
down and the nets were in a bad state. The Colts kept going in the premier league with great
difficulty. Trevor Rajaratnam, Ranjit Samarasekera and Carlton Bernardus worked hard to
keep the club on an even keel. Mike Chanmugam coached the team voluntarily.

In the late eighties (probably in 1987), Mike Chanmugam retired from the coaching role and
was replaced by Ranjit Samarasekera. From 1987 onwards the gradual turnaround had
become entrenched. And this bore results in the nineties.

The Colts became less of a drinking club and more of a family club. The club culture began to
change. Cricketers drank a lot less. And facilities began to show improvement although no
details of where the changes took place are available.

The opportunity arose for the club’s cricketers to play for the national team. The
administration was driven by the objective to motivate players to represent the country.

Carlton Bernardus retired from competitive cricket in 1989 and concentrated on coaching. In
1990 he was coaching St. Joseph’s and brought Chaminda Vaas over to the club. Samarasekera
saw the talent in him and gave him a break in the first team®. Bernadus also brought Jerome
Fernando and Shayne Brohier (St. Peter’s), Oril de Mel and Vivian Perera (St. Joseph’s
captains) and Harsha de Silva (St. Joseph’s), to the club.

Samarasekera transformed the whole team. He brought in players of repute to the club.
Sanjeeva and Nishan Ranatunga joined the club. Arjuna Ranatunga almost did. (Sanjeeva left
after four years.)

Good outstation cricketers joined the club. Duleep Liyanage was from Kalutara and Eric
Upashantha was from St. Anne’s, Kurunegala. By the turn of the new decade the net was
being cast wider than it did in the mid-eighties.

3 Many of those who underwrote this image are no longer alive. They were H.R. Jothipala, Ranjan Padmaperuma, Prithi
Wijetileke, Joachim Perera (a gangster), Hugh Gunasekera, Shuahaib and A.R. Farcy.

4 If Vaas has been representing the Colts since the age of 13, he would have arrived at the Colts in 1987. If this is the case, it
is unlikely that Bernardus brought him to the Colts.
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Club heroes

When there was a split in the club in the fifties people like Trevor Jansz, Owen Kreltszheim,
Douglas Lieversz, Clarence Schoorman, H.R.V. Elders and A.V. Fernando, rebuilt the club. In
the eighties, Walwin Goonetilleke, Mike Chanmugam, Trevor Rajaratnam, Ranjit
Samarasekera, Gamini Goonesena and Carlton Bernardus played a similar role. Under difficult
circumstances they collectively kept the club going in the first division.

Itis hard to say when the club culture appreciably changed. The club was first division runners
up in 1986—87 and this couldn’t have been achieved by a team in disarray. Without a
scorecard it is not possible to determine whether the new recruits in the wake of the exodus
had something to do with this. But it is highly probable that by the late eighties a certain elan,
self-belief and a new approach to tackling on field challenges was developing. Maybe there
were more cricketers with that “in your face” mentality that was pioneered by Kumar
Ramanathan.

721



