DOMINATING THE DONOVAN

A full time Colt

he acquitted himself reasonably well, he felt that he needed to hone his skills at the lower

levels. He felt that he didn’t cut the mustard at the top level straight from school and
needed to mature in the lower grades. Richard Kelaart recalls the chronicler’s remark after he
succumbed to Kehelgamuwa, the country’s fastest bowler at the time, in the game against the
Nomads. The chronicler told him that in ten years’ time he would be at his peak and that he
would hit an ageing Kehelgamuwa all over the ground.

n fter leaving school the chronicler played for Colts first Xl in the 1969-70 season. Although

But the main reason he no longer wished to play in the first XI was the lack of professionalism in
the approach to the game and the lack of maturity in interpersonal interactions. He felt that the
senior players, mainly former captains, did not show enough respect for each other and behaved
like children. Some of the worst culprits were seasoned cricketers, but the presence of some
members of the younger generation whose behavior was equally appalling, together served to
undermine his enjoyment of the game.

And so, he ended up playing his last two seasons with the Colts in the Donovan Andree side which
took out the trophy in 1971-72. He remembers very little about the 1970-71 season. He does
recall a strong Colts side losing a close game to a second string BRC side in an inconsequential
game played on the BRC mat. The BRC team was captained by a person called Obeysekera who
played for the Colts in the 1962-63 season and dropped catch after catch at first slip. He took
perverse delight in beating his former club. And the chronicler felt at the time that Colts cricket
couldn’t get much worse.

1970-71

The 1970-71 season was probably the club’s first Donovan Andree outing. As such it was a dress
rehearsal for the season to follow. While the Colts had few wins it developed as a team with
many of the players who played a critical role in the triumph of next year gaining valuable
experience.

A camaraderie was emerging as was a pride in the club. The players were anxious to do the club
proud.

In defeat individual players were finding themselves. The chronicler who headed the team'’s
aggregate in the following season found grit and developed endurance at the crease through
many of the innings played despite the modesty of his scores. Quality was given precedence over
guantity. He was working on his concentration and perseverance, and this resulted in him moving
from 17 in one game to a century in the next. He was intent on occupying the crease for as long
as he could.

559



The description of the game is based on diary notes which are supplemented by three news
clippings. The details are sketchy and far from comprehensive.

DATE STATUS OPPONENTS SCORES RESULT
25.7.70 Friendly Saracens Saracens 250 — 9, Colts 84 and 40

1.8.70 Friendly Moors Colts 116, Moors 130 -7

Colts fought back well. The chronicler dropped a sitter and caught a hard one

9.8.70 Friendly Port Commission | Port Commission 131, Colts 163

16.8.70 Friendly Panadura Panadura 72, Colts 172

The chronicler was sent in at 10 by Ranjit Samarasekera for arriving late after lunch. Beverley Paul batted at
number 11. Figured in a 35 run last wicket stand. The chronicler played the best cover drive of his career.

23.8.70 Friendly Nomads Nomads 277 -9 and 70 - 1, Colts 112
14-15.8.70 Donovan Catamarans Catamarans 171 and 140 - 8, Colts 187 | Colts won on
Andree? the first
innings
The Catamarans recovered from 38 — 5 and 119 — 9. The chronicler helped Colts move from 120-7 to 171 - 8
28 -29.8.70 Donovan Kandy Colts 149 and 150 - 5, Kandy 166 and | Kandy won on
Andree? 35-6. the first
innings

On the first day the chronicler scored 38 in the Colts’s total of 149, after being 61 — 6. Kandy were 40 — 1 at
close.

6-7.10.70 Donovan SSC Colts 128 and 38, SSC 228 -2
Andree
21-22.10.70 Donovan BRC Colts 147 and 119 — 4, BRC 167-5 BRC won on
Andree the first
innings
The chronicler scored 38 in the Colts first innings and 13 n.o. in the second.
28-29.10.70 Donovan Nomads Colts 132, Nomads 70. Nomads won by | Nomads won
Andree? 3 wickets. outright
The chronicler 19 in the first innings and 34 n.o. in the second.
5-6.11.70 Donovan NCC Colts 196 -9, NCC75-2 Match drawn
Andree
On the first day the chronicler scored 15 n.o. in 90 minutes on a tricky wicket.
12-13.11.70 Donovan SSC Colts 102 and 81 -5, SSC 174 SSC won on
Andree the first
innings

Colts 86 — 7 at the end of the first day. The Colts lost a game they should have won. The chronicler scored 19
n.o. in the first innings and 11 in the second.

27-28.11.70 Donovan Catamarans Colts 117 and 60 — 4, Catamarans 139 | Catamarans
Andree won on the
first innings

The Catamarans collapsed from 92 — 3 to 119, before a last wicket stand got them through. The Colts fielding
let it down. The chronicler took two good outfield catches and scored 17 in a second innings opening stand of
40 plus.
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Continued

DATE STATUS OPPONENTS SCORES RESULT

11-12.12.70 Friendly BRC Colts 310 -6, BRC85-9 Draw

The game was turned into a friendly after the umpires failed to turn up. Colts were 150 — 4 at the end of the
first day’s play. The chronicler took his overnight score of 20 to an unbeaten hundred. He felt his concentration
was good and was fluent his on drive.

19-12.70 Friendly Catford Catford Wanderers 76 and 26 — 7, Colts
Wanderers 90-4
The chronicler took a scorcher at third slip and captured 2 — 8 in the Wanderer’s second innings.
3-4.1.71 Donovan Nomads Colts 135 and 135 - 2, Nomads 233 Nomads won
Andree on the first
innings

The Nomads were 6 — 1 overnight. The Colts fought hard with ball and backed it up with good ground fielding.
The chronicler scored 14 in the first innings and was 20 n.o. at close, confident that he could have batted for
eternity.

18-19.1.71 Donovan Kandy Colts 264, Kandy 157 Colts won on
Andree the first
innings

At close on the first day the Colts were 173 — 7. The chronicler scored 53 in 114 minutes off 96 balls. He took
20 runs off two overs before and after tea and was pleased with his hooking. The Colts experienced an early
collapse. The chronicler missed a catch at cover but did useful work at deep mid-on off the bowling of Richard
Kelaart.

25-26.1.71 Donovan NCC Colts 96 and 140 — 6, NCC 106 — 7 and | NCC won on
Andree 127 -7 the first
innings

Colts collapsed for 96 after being 50 for no loss. NCC were 6 — 69 at close and declared the next day at 106 -7
after 90 minutes of batting. Colts declared at 140 — 6 and left NCC to make 131 in 85 minutes. NCC were 127
for 7 at close. An exciting and rewarding end to the season. A game played in the right spirit. Good fielding
was on display.

The following photograph was taken on 19t December 1970. This was a friendly game with a
visiting English side called the Catford Wanderers, based in Southeast London. Many of the Colts
players were members of the Donovan Andree squad of that season. The only persons who didn’t
play in the Donovan Andree team were Brian Silva (captain), Asita Jayaweera, JD Wilson, Polycarp

Wijesekera, Sunil Fernando (?) and Thavaneetharajah.
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| W 8 ~ A s -, %«‘;é%-ﬁ'l. e Sl S : ;
Colts players standing L t rom left Lakshman Doolwela, 8" from left Asita Jayaweera, 10t fom
left Nalin Perera, JD Wilson, Thavaneetharajah, Polycarp Wijesekera and Sunil Fernando

Colts players standing L to R: 1st from left Gary de Silva, 3" from left Neville Fernando, 7" from left Brian Silva, 9%
from left Eardley Lieversz, 11" from left J. Satchithanandan
Courtesy of Eardley Lieversz

The season ended with many key players eager for the next season to start. They had received
their baptism under fire and had matured as Donovan Andree players.
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. e Donovan Andree Review
IAN PEIRIS & YOUNG MENDIS
CAPTURE TOP POSITIONS

[ & BATTING (qualification 200 runs) CENTURIES (4)
Ings, N.O. HS. Total 1008 50s Avg. 1. Duleep Mendis ' (Catama-
. 1. D Mendis rans) 161 vs SSO.
| (Catamarans) 4 1 16l a0 1 1 2000 2 C. Jagath Fernando (S80)
| 2. 8. Munasinghe 124 vs BRC.
5 (Kandy) 2 58 201 [ 1 2910 3. A. 8 Rajaratnam (BRO)
3, A dé Costa 121 not out vs Colts.
(Nomads) 14 1 %4 3712 0 3 2862 4. D, Rajaratnam (Nomads)
K, Balendra (NCO) 10 1 .8 . 2 0 -3 2744 106 s =
§. N. Chanmugam & > Scores of 50 and over (40)
(S8C) 3 81* 307 9 1 32558 1 A. de Costa (Nomads—3) 94
& T. B. Marasinghe vs Colts, 86 vs Colts, 83 ws
(Kandy) B3 1 & 28 ¢ 3 3235 Kandy.
1. E C. L, Lieversz 2. K. Balendra (NCC—2) 88 vs
(Colts) 18 3 53 36 0 1 2269 Catamarans, 61 vs BRC.
8 M. Wettimuny- (880) 13 & 8* 267 0 3 2225 3. T B Marasinghe (Kandy)
8 P. (!:I.;cnylwum —2) 63 vs Nomads, 55 vs Colts.
(88C) 1’ 2 74" 238 ° 4 M. Wettimuny (SSC—2) 85
10. D,(-}I‘.mil:dshkm o Pt not out vs Colts, 51 va Cata-
) 16 H 22 ¥ marans.
11. ©. i. Pernando » e il 5. D. J. Pathirana (Nomads
(BRC) N 0 86 320 0 2 2058 —2) 92 vs Catamarans, 72 vs
12. L Fiyasena (Nomads) 15 2 48 267 0 0 2054 BRC.
13. L, Doolwela (Coits) 12 0 73 245 0 1 2042 6. C. M. Fernando (BRC—32)
14. A Jayatilleke (SSC) 16 1 38 308 0 0 202 65 vs Colts, 52 vs Nomads.
15. F. Crozier (NCC) 10 0 60 200 0 32 2019 _7. F _Crozier (NCO—2) 60 vs
16. 8. C. Samarasinghe Colts, 52 vs BRC.
(88C) 14 1 n 250 0 1 198, 8 D. Woutersz (BRC—32) 78 v&
17. N_Perera (Colts) 17 1 64 302 0 1 1888 OCatamarans, 50 vs Catamarans.
18, D. dé silva (Colts) 12 0 67 221 0 1 1843 9. P. 1. Peiris (85C—2) 57 vs
19. H. Willie Caldera BRC, 51 vs Colts.
(Catamarans) 7 1 48 286 0 o0 1788 10.K Devnvun (Nomads) 91
2. M. Jayatileke (NCC) 12 0 61 207 0 1 1725 Vs Kand
21. D, Rajaratnam Ooill C Neoreira (BRO) 85 vs
(Nomads) 18 1 105 286 7 ts. :
22. A. 8. Rajaratnam Tttt 12. B Kariyawasam (S8C) 74
(BRC) 1 121 204 1 0 1633 1not out vs Catamarans.
23. C. Ramanathan 13. L. Doolwela (Colts) 73 vs
(BRC) 15 0 3 2231 0 o0 133 Kandy,
34 B. K Paul (Colts) 18 4 41 221 0 O 12.93 14. U. Ahangama (Nomads) 72
25. M Cooray (Cats.) 18 1 48 224 0 0 1493 Vs Kandy.
2. H. Mahamood (Cat). 15 6 49 200 0 0 1333 _ 15 S C. Bamarasinghe (880)

Colts,
16. D. D'silva (Colts) 67 vs
BRC.
17 B. N. R. Mendis (NOC) 86

bj Denzil Lo ] ] nls‘?o;li:.llr; Perera (Co;ts\ 684 vs

3 Catamarans.
(HONY. RECO
vs Kandy.
BOWLING (qualification 20 wickets) s M sl e i
MB §in 22. G. D. Lowe (BRO) 56 vs
10 an Kandy.
0. M, R W wkts Ings. Avg. 23. BE. Gauder (BRC) 36 vs
1 P.I Peiris (88C) 2841 96 381 69 1 8 842 Catamarans.
3 F. Crozier (NCO) 2533 110 305 4 @ ¢ 878 24. D Mendis (Catamarans)
3. N. Chanmugam 54 v8 BRC.
(85C) 611 98 454 43 0 3 1056 25. E. C. L. Lieversz (Colts)
4 K Balendra (NOO) 1578 42 361 33 3 4 1094 B3 vs Kandy.
5. A. Rajaratnam 26. P. Gannoruwa (Kandy) 52
(Nomads) 4323 119 967 76 2 9 1273 vs BRC.
8 N. Lutersz (BRO) 100 18 260 20 0 2 1300 27 L. Wickrematunge (NCO)
7. N. L. Munasinghe 52 v& BRC.
v (Nomads) 1363 41 306 28 0 1 1330 28 A. 8. M, Ghazall (Kandy)
8 H Mahamood (Cats) 158 47 401 34 0 2 1475 53 not out vs Nomads,
9. H. C. Felsinger (BRO) 1533 33 384 26 0 3 um 20. M Jayasekera (NCC) B1
10. H_ Willie Caldera vs Catamarans.
(Catamarans) 2563 43 697 47 O 4 1483 Century Partnerships (3)
11. 8 Wijewarde~ 2nd wicket: 105—M. Wettimuny
(88C) 2233 74 450 30 0 2 1500 (85-not out) and § C. Samara-
12. J. F Silva (Colts) 1332 38 35 22 0 2 1614 singhe (71) SSC vs Colts.
13. E. Lewis (BRC) 2644 70 607 36 1 3 1686 4th wicket: 101—A." 8. Raja-
14 8. E. G Ferera ratmmam (121 not out) and C. M.
(oaumum) 2865 8 501 31 0 0 1906 Férnando (85) BRC vs Colts.
| 8th wicket: 113—L. Doolwela
DOUBLE OF 200 RUNS AND 20 WICKETS VIR e R s B
4 Runs Avg,  Wickets  Avg. TO BE CONTINUED ‘
1, K. Baléndra (NCO) 240 2744 33 1004 . =
2. N Chanmugam (S8C) 307 2558 43 10e
3. F. Crozier (NCO) 201 2010 45 878
4. H. Willie Caldera (am) 286 1783 ~47 1
5. H. Mahamood (Cats) 200 13.33 34 1478 |
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Fifty over game

The date of the following fifty over game against Moratuwa hasn’t been retained. Two clues place
this game in the middle of 1971. Ranjit Samarasekera captained the Colts and the chronicler
played in it. The former’s first stint as a captain was in 1971-72. The latter didn’t play any cricket
for the club following the Donovan Andree win and so the game is unlikely to have taken place
in 1972.

Asitha Jayaweera who is about to take the reins of Royal for the second time is in the team.
Johnny Martin who failed to play a full Donovan Andree season in 1971-72 is also in the team.

Apart from Polycarp Wijesekera and Gary de Silva it is a young side with many players who would

go on to constitute the nucleus of the victorious Donovan Andree season of 1971- 72. Gary de
Silva played an invaluable bowling role in the club’s tournament triumph.
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Donovan Andree trophy won

The chronicler retains powerful and enduring memories of his final season for the Colts when the
Colts won the Donovan Andree trophy for the first time in the club's history. It was a team of
gifted players who played as a team with each player chipping in at appropriate times. Even if he
continued playing cricket in Sri Lanka to a ripe old age, the thrill he obtained from this season

could never be exceeded.

The fixtures

@Colombo Colts Cricket Club

"bONOVAN ANDREE” TOURNAMENT - DIVISION 2

DATE OPPONENTS VENUE
September
CRICKET FIXTURES
iith 12th NC C Colts
25th & 26th Catamarans Colts
1971 —-1972 October
SEAS O N 20d 3rd SSC Colts
i6th & I7th Nomads Colts
CAPTAII\iS 23rd & 24cth SSC SSC
Division I —  Brian de Silva November
e G 3 70
20th & 2lst Bloemfieid Colts
e s«m:;: TR, 27th & 28th BRC BRC
December
4th & 5th NCC NCC
February
Sth & éth Nomads Municipal Grounds
19th & 20th BRC Colts
26th & 27th Bloemficld Health Grounds
March
4th & Sth Kandy Colts
25th & 26th Catamarans Moratuwa
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The games

Colts vs NCC

Day 1 - Colts 146, NCC 40 — 1
Day 2 — NCC 187 -6

The low total against the NCC was very disappointing considering the fast outfield and easy
wicket. It rained hard on the second day, but ground recovered quickly. The Colts dropped
many vital catches.

Colts vs The Catamarans

Day 1—Colts 174 for 6
Day 2 — Colts 237, Catamarans 111 for 7

The Colts reached 174 for 6 at close against the Catamarans after being 0 for 1, 26 for 3 and 5
for 94. The chronicler, captaining a Colts team for the first and only time, held the batting
together. Catamarans raced to 71 for 3 thanks to a wayward opening spell. They were
struggling at 111 for 7 when rain washed out play.
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Colts vs SSC

Day 1 — Colts 216 for 5
Day 2 — Colts 273, SSC 161

Friendly

On the 18" and 19t of September a virtual Colts B side played a friendly against a virtual Tamil
first XI. The Colts made 69 and 90 for 1. The Tamils replied with 172 and 70 for 4. The chronicler
made 20 and 32 not out.

The low total against the NCC was very disappointing considering the fast outfield and easy
wicket. It rained hard on the second day, but ground recovered quickly. The Colts dropped
many vital catches.

The Colts reached 174 for 6 at close against the Catamarans after being 0 for 1, 26 for 3 and 5
for 94. The chronicler, captaining a Colts team for the first and only time, held the batting
together. Catamarans raced to 71 for 3 thanks to a wayward opening spell. They were
struggling at 111 for 7 when rain washed out play.
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On the 18t and 19t of September a virtual Colts B side played a friendly against a virtual Tamil
first XI. The Colts made 69 and 90 for 1. The Tamils replied with 172 and 70 for 4. The chronicler
made 20 and 32 not out.

Colts vs The Nomads

Day 1 — Colts 200 for 7
Day 2 — Colts 272, Nomads
130 & 106

Colts vs SSC

The results of the return game against the SSC is not known. Perhaps it was washed out due to
rain?
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Colts vs Kandy

Day 1 - Colts 170
Day 2 — Kandy 161, Colts 202 for 7

Colts had work hard to keep a resilient Kandy team at bay. In both innings the Colts had to recover
from poor starts — 35 for 5, and 45 for 4. Then Kandy collapsed from 75 for 2 to 115 for 8, before
recovering to make 161. The Colts nerves were on edge throughout the game.

The chronicler batted in total for a total of 315 minutes and fielded for 467 minutes. He was on
the field for a total of 8 hours and 15 minutes.

The highlights of his first dig were two lofted on drives, a cut and a sweep off a fast bowler. A
cover drive off the front foot was what pleased him most in his second dig.
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Colts vs Nomads

Day 1 — Colts 166 for 9
Day 2 — Colts 179 & 123 for 8, Nomads 159

Colts vs BRC

Day 1 — Colts 275 for 6
Day 2 — Colts 355 for 6, BRC 124 & 142
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Colts vs the NCC
NCC 230 for 7, Colts 66 for 2
Colts vs the Nomads

Day 1 — Nomads 113, Colts 78 for 2
Day 2 — Colts 283 for 9, Nomads 248 for 5 (from 103 for 5)
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Colts versus the BRC

Day 1 - BRC 65, Colts 125 for 3
Day 2 — Colts 217, BRC 172, Colts 24 for no loss

AN
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Colts versus Bloomfield

Day 1 — Bloomfield 106, Colts 40 for 1
Day 2 — Colts 177 for 5, Bloomfield 180 for 8, Colts 120 for 8 (in 45 minutes)
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Colts versus Kandy

Day 1 —Kandy 110
Day 2 — Colts 215 for 8, Kandy 103

The final game
Colts versus Catamarans

Day 1 — Colts 200 for 7, Catamarans 39 for 1
Day 2 — Catamarans 137, Colts 99 for 5, Catamarans 29

Coming into the game the Colts were behind the NCC by 11.95 points and had to win outright to
move ahead of the NCC. This they achieved following many tense and frustrating moments.
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S i o S|t e time o ot To poe e
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|love- the ©25 to wrest the Cup zm%m,wmmmmmmmmu
| from the holders NCC.

Harrowing moments

On the morning of the second day the Colts struggled to dismiss its opponents in the first innings
and for a moment felt that an outright win would elude it, but the Catamarans experienced a
lower half batting collapse and the Colts regained the momentum by scoring a flurry of runs in
the second innings before declaring. The Catamarans fell in a heap in the second, much to the
disgust of Wathma Wickramasekera, the SSC captain, who had sneaked in to watch the game.
The chronicler took two high catches at mid-off in the second innings which gave him more
satisfaction than any fifty he had scored. He was virtually the only person in the outfield, and he
had to dive forward to grab the first catch. His confidence was so high that he could have taken
the second catch, a regulation high catch, with his eyes virtually closed.
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Ranjit Samarasekera marched the team off to St. Lawrence Church to offer thanks and the
celebrations that followed were unprecedented. Euphoria was running high and one lost count
of the times the team sang the refrain “Michael rowed the boat ashore, hallelujah”. The
chronicler was reliving the euphoria of the Royal Thomian. And having achieved two cricketing
dreams he spent his last year in Sri Lanka pursing another dream - seeing the country in its
entirety the hard way.

During his last game for the Colts, he experienced a sense of déja vu. His mind went back to the
1969 Royal-Thomian when, in the pre-lunch session of the second day, Royal struggled to achieve
a breakthrough and he despaired at the thought of the struggle ahead to dismiss Royal’s
opponents once, let alone twice. He reexperienced the same emotions in the pre-lunch session
of the second day of the game against the Catamarans.

A splendid team effort
He wrote an article which appeared in the Weekend Times of Ceylon, a summary of which

appeared in the centenary souvenir under the pseudonym of Ready Reckoner. The article is
presented below.
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For the first time in the Colts Cricket Club’s history, she won a major Board’s tournament by
annexing the ‘DONOVAN ANDREE” trophy for 1971 - 72, under the leadership of Ranjit
Samarasekera.

The Colts’ triumph was all the more remarkable considering her inauspicious start to the season
— losing to the NCC in the opening game and being held to a no decision due to rain in the
following game against the Catamarans. But they never looked back from the moment they
defeated the reigning champions, the SSC. They very nearly achieved the target they set
themselves of winning the last four games of the season outright.

Superb teamwork was the salient feature of the team’s performance throughout the season. The
team responded to the inspirational leadership of the captain and gave him their unstinted
support. Every individual put the team’s needs above his own and played with admirable
enthusiasm and élan.

Mid-season they lost the services of Beverley Paul and Lakshman Doolwela, all-rounders Wendell
and Richard Kelaart, in addition to being deprived of the services of the team’s most prolific
scorer, Johnny Martin, for as much as half the season.

Some of the games were tough and the side had to dig deep to prevail. Even the outright wins at
the expense of the weaker teams didn’t come easy. These challenges brought out the best in
each player and made the season all the more enjoyable.

Youth and experience blended beautifully, with the youngsters doing the bulk of the scoring and
the more experienced hands bagging the wickets. The chief run getters were Lester Pereira,
Johnny Martin, Eardley Lieversz, Ranjit Samarasekera, Richard Alles, and Nalin Perera. Lester
Pereira was not only prolific but made his runs in a supremely elegant fashion.

Gary de Silva was by far the leading bowler capturing 38 wickets at 9.26 runs per wicket. Although
Nalin Perera was the least economical, he bowled the main number of overs (198) at an express
pace, and although erratic, his shock value cannot be underestimated. The other bowlers who
made significant contributions in terms of overs delivered, wickets taken and good match figures,
were Tissa Jayaweera, Ranjit Samarasekera, Satchithanandan, Neville Fernando and Laxshman
Doolwela. Jayaweera and Fernando were left armers, Samarasekera bowled leg spin, and
Satchithanandan was an off spinner who made the ball dip in the air and often had the batsman
committing a trite early. Finally, enough praise cannot be heaped upon Samarasekera, Martin
and Russell Rajaratnam for their excellent close in fielding.
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There is an article by the late Dicky Alles in the centenary souvenir about the game against
Bloomfield, one of the four teams the Colts had to beat, three of them outright. He talks about
the tactics used in the last four games. If the Colts won the toss they sent their opponents in with
the aim of dismissing them cheaply and rattling up a decent total as quickly as possible. If the
Colts were sent in, they would collect runs quickly to give their bowlers sufficient time to
breakthrough at the end of the very first day.

The game against the B.R.C. played on at home went according to plan. But although the Colts
won the toss against Bloomfield in an away game played on the mat, and things went according
to plan initially, Bloomfield rallied in their second innings and the Colts were set a token target
of 126 runs to be made in 12 overs which they almost made to everyone’s surprise. Johnny Martin
played fluently in both innings and set his team up in the second. His square cutting was a delight
to watch. But the Colts showed a spirit, a hunger for success and an acute sense of desperation,
which held them in good stead in the games against Kandy on the Colts turf wicket and against
the Catamarans on the mat. The Colts won their last two games outright to take out the trophy.

Lieversz had the highest aggregate (483 runs) scoring over fifty on four occasions. In the game
against Kandy played on the Police grounds at Asgiriya he twice rescued the side with twin fifties
following collapses. He was quite chuffed when Mike Chanmugam later remarked that whenever
the side was in trouble, he was comforted by the fact that Lieversz was yet to come.

THE BAT USED BY EARDLEY LIEVERSZ
DURING THE SEASON
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DONOVAN ANDREE TROPHY WINNERS, 1971-72

Standing: Lester Perera, Roy Dias, M. Balasubramaniam, Wendell Kelaart, Russell Rajaratnam,
Beverley Paul, Rauf Azzam (cricket secretary), Richard Kelaart, Aubrey Melder, J. Satchithanandan,
Lakshman Doolwela, Vas Gunawardena, Nalin Perera

Seated: Gary de Silva, Darrell D'Silva, Tissa Jayaweera, Tita Nathanielsz (President), Ranjit
Samarasekera (captain), Michael Chanmungam (coach), Richard Alles, Neville Fernando, Eardley
Lieversz

Absent: Johnny Martin?

The Colts qualified to participate in the Donovan Andree tournament by virtue of being runners
up in the Daily News tournament of 1968-69, under Ranjit Samarasekera. While it was easy to
see what drove him, the rest of the team knew that they were making history by winning a major
tournament for the first time.

Most of the team were aware that while the Colts was the oldest club in Sri Lanka it had nothing
to show for it. And they were determined to turn things around. In addition, to have a team in
the division Il competition was an achievement in itself and they were determined to take this
new-found recognition to its logical conclusion. Hence, there were many factors which motivated
the Colts — from a sense of history, underdog status, pride in themselves and the club, and a
belief in each other. A pertinent question is whether the members of the team which won the
first premier trophy for the club in 1991-92 were driven by a similar sense of history and a feeling
that they were having, to use Nehru’s memorable phrase, “A tryst with destiny”?
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Statistical summary
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A wonderful closure

The chronicler’s cricket endings in Sri Lanka had a fairy tale quality. Royal beat St. Thomas’ in his
last outing for Royal and Colts took out the Donovan Andree for the first time in its history in his
last game of cricket in Sri Lanka.

The euphoria associated with sporting triumphs is not determined by the level it is played at but
by the extent of one's involvement and how special an event is in the history of the team one
plays for. While since childhood the chronicler’s wellbeing corresponded with Australia's success
in cricket, the thrill of seeing Australia whitewash England and then beat South Africa was no
greater than when Boake won the Royal first XI house cricket competition in 1966, the Royal-
Thomian was won after eighteen years, and the Colts achieved her first serious competition
success. By the age of 23 he had enjoyed some soul stirring cricket moments which have never
been equaled since.

The chronicler thinks that never wanting to represent a side again is a sign of closure as much as
disappointment. He didn’t want to play another game of school cricket in the 1969 season after
beating STC victory in case it took the shine off the big match win. He wanted that moment frozen
in time and not sullied by subsequent moments which could never rival the unique moment.
Likewise, he wanted his career at the Colts to be defined by those final moments because nothing
he could subsequently achieve as a Colts player could replicate the emotions he felt.

Donovan Andree trophy retained

He had another year left in Sri Lanka but as much as he loved cricket he wanted to catch up on
his reading and see the country. He was in that stage of his life where reading gave him more
pleasure than anything else. And while he read books and traversed the length and breadth of
the country, the Colts led by Tissa Jayaweera, retained the Donovan Andree Trophy. To quote
Archibald Pereira verbatim —

“Cheers for the Colombo Colts Cricket Club century! And what better way for the Club to celebrate
it's centenary year than to be ‘Donovan Andree” champions again.

It is truly a glimpse back to the triumphant era of the Club when it won a major tournament for the
first time in recent years by annexing the “Donovan Andree” trophy in the 1971-1972 season led by
Ranjit ‘Menike’ Samarasekera and repeating their success the very next year —their hundredth in local
cricket.

There could have been few predictions that excluded the Colts from retaining the title, but the
looming presence of the Galle Cricket Club made the championship a very tense two horse race. And
for the Colts it was a closely run thing indeed.
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However, the club’s victory, by whatever slender margin, was very well deserved in view of the way
the cricketers rallied after the club suffered two early setbacks in the tournament. In only their second
game the Colts conceded full points to Galle Cricket Club and in the very next game went down on the
first innings to Nomads Cricket Club. This meant that they had to win all their remaining matches to
be still in the running for the title. They did so, and in what a vivid manner.

It was refreshing to see the fighting spirit of a side which never really had a brilliant batsman or bowler
to fall upon; just steady performances. But in all other facets of the game they were admirably
equipped. The classic factors governing their success was outstanding team-work and the ability to
bounce back from a hopeless retreat to that of a victory march.

This resilience was clearly evident in the game against the Catamaran Sports Club. After being 48 runs
in arrears on the first innings the Colts cricketers staged a superb revival to dismiss their opponents
for 72 runs and then knock off the required runs to claim an outright victory.

At this stage the race was neck and neck with the Colts still needing to clear their stiffest hurdle in
their penultimate encounter. It was in this game, against the Singhalese Sports Club, that the club’s
batting department really showed its strength.

Chasing a fairly awkward target of 261 runs, the side started wretchedly being three wickets down for
only 35 runs. Then a stepping stone to victory was built in the shape of a valiant stand of 107 runs
between Shanti Jayaweera and Beverley Paul. This heroic partnership was followed by some inspired
middle-order batting which helped the Club topple their formidable opponents.

The credit for the Club’s success is well distributed.

Skipper Tissa Jayaweera’s contribution was large, and he ended up as the most outstanding allrounder
scoring three half centuries in his aggregate of 334 runs and collecting 31 wickets.

Stroke-makers, Shanti Jayaweera and Lester Pereira played a big role as batsmen, producing some
life-saving innings. Russell Rajaratnam proved to be a steady opening batsman, also coming up with a
creditable performance behind the stumps.

The Colts’ harvest of runs was further supplemented by some useful scores from Beverley Paul, Willie
Caldera and Lakshman Doolwela; while youngster Larry Paulusz made a pleasing debut with an
unbeaten half century.

Willie Caldera also shone with his right arm “offies’ while Trevor Rajaratnam could have had much
better success than his 14 wickets indicate.

Medium pacer Gary de Silva had a long stint at the bowling crease. He moved the ball disconcertingly
to enhance his reputation as a match winning bowler. Nalin Perera was also effective with his seamers
while Neville Fernando bowled exceptionally well in the only game he played against the Nondescripts
Club.

Then there are other players like Darrel d’ Silva, Brian Seneviratne and Anil Mudalige who could be
justifiably proud of having chipped in to help the club to the championship.

But the man who probably felt the greatest sense of achievement is Mike Chanmugam, the Club’s
coach and tactician.”
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DONOVAN ANDREE TROPHY WINNERS, 1972-73

Seated (L to R): M. Chanmugan (coach), B. Seneviratne, Darrel D'Silva, Lester Pereira, E.B. Nathanielsz (President),
Tissa Jayaweera (captain), Gary de Silva, Shanti Jayaweera, E.J. Melder (cricket secretary)

Standing (L to R): Anil Mudalige, Willie Caldera, Russell Rajaratnam, Beverley Paul, Trevor Rajaratnam, Larry Paulusz,
C. Ramanathan, Nalin Perera

Courtesy of the 100™ anniversary souvenir

In the back row are two Royalists the chronicler played with in the Royal Thomian — Mudalige
(1968) and Paul (1969). Paulusz played for Royal a few years later. In the front row are the elder
brothers of Asitha Jayaweera, two times captain of Royal and whom the chronicler played with
in 1968 and 1969.

Russell and Trevor Rajaratnam played for St. Thomas’. Trevor, a current patron, is the sole link

between the Colts of the mid-seventies and present. Trevor has been involved with Colts cricket
since the nineties when it became a formidable force in club cricket again.
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An interesting anecdote was provided by Trevor Rajaratnam which exemplifies the spirit of that
season. His mum died during a crucial game for the Donovan Andree team. But at the request of
the team, without hesitation, his Dad gave Trevor permission to be at the grounds on the second
day in case he was needed to bat because winning the competition hinged on winning the
particular game.

All the players had flaws but there was no doubting their loyalty to the Colts. Once a Colt, always
a Colt. That certainly describes the chronicler as it would a lot of his peers at the club.

BATTING AND BOWLING AVERAGES IN THE
DONOVAN ANDREE TOURNAMENT 1972-1973

PLAYED: NINE WON: SEVEN LOST: TWO DRAWN: NIL
No. of Not Highest Total Average
BATSMEN Innings Out Score Score
1. Tissa Jayaweera ... 12 2 58 334 33.40
2. Larry Paulusz S 1 57* 104 26.00
3. Shanti Jayaweera ... 12 1 63 229 20.81
4. Willic Caldera ... 11 3 65 146 18.25
5. Lester Pereira ... = .. 12 0 65 212 17.66
6. Russell Rajaratnam 13 1 50 207 17.25
7. Beverley Paul ... 9 0 78 155 17.22
8. Lakshman Doolwela 8 0 38 132 16.50
9. Darrel D Silva ... 7 0 28 91 13.00
10. Brian Secneviratne 10 2 34 91 11.37
11. Gary De Silva ... 5 3 14 17 8.50
12. Nalin Perera 11 2 32+ 75 8.33
13. Trevor Rajaratnam 7 3 18* 32 8.00
14. Anil Mudalige ... 4 1 1ne 22 7.33

Neville Fernando ... 1 — 0 — 19 — 19

Chandra Ramanathan 1 — 0 — 19 — 19

Keerthi De Silva S pe—— e T e

* Not Out
 BOWLERS ' Overs  Mdns:  Runs Whkis:  Average
1= Tissa Tayaweena: 7o osin6d 53 23 31 8.80
2. Nalin Perera ... 1225 36 336 2 12.92
3. Gary De Siva ... T 6 07 30 13.90
4. Trevor Rajaratnam .. 974 32 238 14 17.00
5. Willic Caldera ... o 88 16 252 13 19.38
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ALSO BOWLED

Neville Fernando g 20 09 23 - 3
Brian Seneviratne 4 — 01 - 12 - 1
Shanti Jayaweera 9 - 04 - 14 1
Keerthi De Silva 6 — 01 — 2 - 1
Anil Mudalige ... 26 - 04 72 1
Lakshman Doolwela 6 — 00 — 19 =="0
Beverley Paul 6 - 01 — 48 0

SUMMARY OF BATTING & BOWLING PERFORMANCES
IN THE DONOVAN ANDREE TOURNAMENT 1972 - 1973

CENTURIES — Nil

50 RUNS AND OVER
78 — Beverley Paul vs S.S. C.
65 — Williec Caldera vs S5.S.C.
63 —— Shanti Jayawceera vs N.C.C.
58 - Tissa Jayawcera vs S.S.C.
57*— Larry Paulusz vs Bloomfield
56 — Tissa Jayaweera vs B.R.C.
55 — Tissa Jayaweera vs B.R.C.

50 — Russel Rajaratnam  vs Catamarans

5 WICKETS AND OVER
Tissa Jayaweera — 6-25 vs Bloomfield
6-37 vs Catamarans
5-37 vs Kandy

Gary De Silva 6-37 vs Catamarans
5-56 vs Kandy

Nalin Perera — 5-18 vs Malays
5-49 vs S.S. C.

Courtesy of the Colts centenary souvenir

Donovan Andree trophy regained

In the seventies, the Colts won the Donovan Andree Trophy for the first time, defended it, and
then rewon it. This was quite a creditable achievement achieved over four consecutive seasons.
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DONOVAN ANDREE TROPHY WINNERS, 1974-75'
1

Standing (L to R): Hemachandra Ranasinghe, Lalith Jayasyundera, Gerald Solomons, Trevor Rajaratnam, Beverley
Paul, Russell Rajaratnam, Ranjan de Silva, Sunil Fernando, Sarath Weerakoon

Seated (L to R): Archibald Perera (Cricket secretary), Shanti Jayaweera, Brian de Silva, Lakshman Doolwela (captain),
E.B. Nathanielsz (president), Richard Kelaart, Gary de Silva, Nalin Perera, Michael Chanmugam (coach)

Absent: Lester Pereira

Courtesy of the Colts cricket club

Lakshman Doolwela who didn’t play in the 1972-3 season was captain. Richard Kelaart also
returned to the side after a break. Tissa Jayaweera is missing but his brother Shanthi is still in the
side. Many of the old hands are still there supplemented by Brian Silva, the three- time first
division captain. Archibald Perera has replaced Eddie Melder as cricket secretary. And the back
row contains five new faces.

Richard Kelaart shared an interesting anecdote regarding the coach of the side which does
highlight a problem that coaches have in not admitting to their misjudgments —

1 The picture below was taken by the chronicler from what hangs on the club walls. There were no pictures in the club of the two
previous Donovan Andree winning teams. But management have undertaken to rectify matters.
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“I don’t think Mike Chanmugam rated me very highly as a cricketer. In the year we won the trophy
under Lucky Doolwela, | was his vice-captain but during the season was in and out of the selected
teams despite Lucky’s protests. Towards the end of the year, we played SSC at the SSC and when
| came in at no.9 we still had to get about 30 runs to win. We lost another wicket but Sarath
Weerakoon and | saw us through to the total and actually to about a 30 run first innings lead
which helped us in the end to win outright. | also held some catches and got a few wickets in that
game.

When we went back to the Club and were sitting around discussing the game, Lucky told Mike
words to the effect of — “You said my vice-captain didn’t deserve a place in this team but
remember how | said he never lets the team down. Wasn’t | correct”. Mike in his dry voice just
said “Lucky, | maintain we were both correct”. | suppose that was sort of a compliment, coming
from him”

For the record, Kelaart did a Bill Johnstone that year topping the batting averages with an
aggregate of about 80 but only once out.

Brian de Silva, Ranjan de Silva and Gerald Solomons scored centuries in that season and along
with the skipper, Russell Rajaratnam, Lester Pereira and Shanti Jayaweera were the mainstays of
the batting while Gary de Silva, Nalin Perera, Trevor Rajaratnam and Sarath Weerakoon took
most of the wickets.

If he had remained in the country, the chronicler would no doubt have captained the Donovan
Andree team. He could even have returned to the first team, cemented his position and
captained it. But it would have been an anti-climax if he failed to lead his teams to victory. Hence,
things probably happened for the best. Sometimes, as Ash Barty has done, it is best to leave
before the future catches up on one, and on one’s own terms. Otherwise, one obtains titles, but
not necessarily glory or emotional highs.

The chronicler’s emotional identification with the Colts is greater than the former national cricket
captain Duleep Mendis’s identification with his old school or club, where his portrait hangs
alongside that of many SSC greats. He avoids school cricket reunions and is rarely seen at the
club.
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