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THE ALLES YEARS 
 

Cecil Horan trophy – 1965 - 66 
 

ollowing the Ceylon tour selection crisis where two selectors chose themselves as 
players and one as captain, all matches organised by the Ceylon cricket association for 
the 1965-66 season were nullified while legal battles took place.  To fill the vacuum the 

NCC organised invitation tournaments for the first and second XI teams of participating clubs. 

 

 
 

The Colts played eight games, winning five - against Moratuwa, Moors, Tamil Union, BRC, 
Saracens) and losing three (University, NCC and SSC). It obtained an outright win against the 
Moors. The Colts influenced the final outcome by beating the BRC and smoothing the way for 
the NCC to take out the trophy. 
 
As can be ascertained by the sequence of game reports in the scrapbook, and the reading of 
the accounts, the Colts played the eight games in the following order. University, Moratuwa, 
NCC, Moors, SSC, BRC, Saracens, Tamil Union. 
 
The Colts lost two of their first three games. It lost to the University and the NCC but beat 
Moratuwa. 
 
University 
 
Abu Fuard bowled a hefty 42 overs in the Varsity first innings. Samsudeen is missing from the 
bowling line up. D. Dharmarajah and Ben Fernando took the new ball for the Colts. Fuard 
didn’t bowl at all in The Colts second innings. 
 
C. Harridge opened the batting for the Colts, partnering Richard Alles. Both Brian de Silva and 
Fuard failed with the bat. 
 
S. Wimalaratne, the Anandian captain of 1962, took 6 for 31. Interestingly, two ex-Royalists 
are in the Varsity attack. They are Sugi Rajaratnam (1962-64) and S. Thiagarajah (1961-62). 

F 
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Moratuwa 
 
Rauf Azzam, a Colts character, has returned to the team. He has replaced Harridge as opener. 
Nihal Samarasekera has debuted for the club. So have D. Thuriaratnam and Satchitanandan.  
 
Thuriaratnam could have been an ex Wesleyite. Satchitanandan played in the victorious 
Donovan Andree team of 1971-72. His captain in that season, R. Samarasekera, is also in the 
team. 
 
Satchitanandan was an off spinner in the Fuard mould. He had a knack of making the ball hold 
in the air which forced batsmen to mistime. 
 
Aponso who opened for Moratuwa is likely be the Prince of Wales college captain who made 
a century against Royal in the third term of 1961. Royal lost that game by an innings. 
 
R. de Silva could be the Royal cricket captain of 1955? The S.S. Jayawickrema isn’t the Ceylon 
“Sargo” who played for the SSC. 
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Merril Gunaratne bowled the Colts to victory. If Samsudeen was also in the team, the Colts 
could probably have taken out the trophy.  
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NCC 

The Colts of total of 111 was always going to be difficult to defend. The Crozier who captured 
3 wickets captained Royal in 1956. He played for Ceylon in the Gopalan Trophy match in 
1956–57, but did not play again until he was selected to tour Pakistan in 1966-67.  In three 
matches Crozier took 14 at an average of 26.57. He took 6 for 135 off 64 overs in Pakistan's 
first innings in the first match, and 7 for 133 in Pakistan's only innings in the third match. He 
also top-scored with 57 as an opening batsman in the second innings of the second match. 
He was playing for the Donovan Andree team in the early seventies. 

Neville Fernando, with his left arm spin had the impressive figures of 6 for 88 off 24.1 overs. 
He dismissed Ranjit Fernando and Michael Tissera cheaply. 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gopalan_Trophy
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Moors 
 
Dharmarajah and Gunaratne came into their own in this game. The former captured 6 for 21 
in the Moors first innings while Gunaratne captured 8 for 25 in the second. Only two bowlers 
were used in the Moors second innings while Neville Fernando was barely used in the first. 
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SSC 
 
The Colts were beaten but not disgraced. A star-studded SSC team won by one wicket. 
 
Darrell D’Silva (86) and S. Perera (44) were the main scorers for the Colts. Gunaratne captured 
6 wickets against a team of Royalists and Thomians, many of whom were of national team 
material.  
 
Kodituwakku, C.H. Gunasekera, Nanda and Lalith Senanayake represented Royal. C.H. 
Gunasekera and Nanda Senanayake captained Royal. 
 
R.B. Wijesinghe, P.I. Pieris, Sarath Seneviratne and H.S.M. Pieris represented STC. The first 
three captained STC. 
 
Kurukulasuriya is a former Trinity college captain. He scored 35 but it was Nanda Senanayake 
(65 n.o.) who enabled the SSC to recover from 7 for 122. 
 
Bertie Wijesinghe captured 5 for 30 off 31.1 overs and scored 23. What is amazing is that he 
is 45 years of age, having been born on 24th May 1920. Of his fellow S.S.C. immortals, only 
C.H. Gunasekera was still playing in 1965-66. The other immortals are Sago Jayewickreme, 
F.C. de Saram, D.S. Jayasundera, Mahes Rodrigo, Ben Navaratne, Lucien de Zoysa and Robert 
Senanayake. 
 
Bertie Wijesinghe was youthful and evergreen. Until he had a stroke in his early nineties, he 
never showed his age. 
 
The chronicler visited him in March 2014. Despite having had a stroke he was quite articulate 
and cheerful. 
 
C.H. Gunasekera is back in the SSC team after a stint at the Tamil Union. After being unable 
to hold his place in the SSC side he joined the Tamil Union.  The chronicler recalls a classic 
century of his against the Colts at the Oval. Deft footwork, good timing and sheer elegance 
was the order of that innings. Tom Graveney couldn’t have looked better. 
 
C.H. Gunasekera was very bitter about the way in which the SSC treated him, and this comes 
across in chapter 18 of his book Through the covers which was edited by his family to soften 
its tone. For the 1963-64 season he was replaced by a medium paced bowler and a wicket 
keeper. He played two seasons with the Tamils. He was a member of the SSC team which took 
out the Sara trophy in 1966-67. 
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BRC 
 

C. Harridge top scored with 66 in a total of 217. Thanks to Gunaratne who had figures of 6 for 
31 the Colts easily defended their score against a line-up that had two Reids and two Heyns 
in it. It also had Malcolm Berenger in it.  This was the defeat that made the BRC less able to 
compete with the NCC for the trophy. 

 

  

 

 
 
Perimpanayagam opened the batting for the BRC. He opened the batting for Royal in three 
Royal-Thomians (1954-1956) with a highest score of 30. 
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In 1956 he scored three consecutive centuries in the school season. The schoolboy cricketer 
of the year award was inaugurated that year, but Perimpanayagam didn’t win it, with his co 
opener Michael Wille attributing the decision to Peripanayagam’s ethnicity. 
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Saracens 

 
The Colts easily accounted for the Saracens. Harridge, Darrel D’Silva, Brian Silva and Ben 
Fernando were amongst the runs. Dharmarajah, Gunaratne and Neville Fernando shared the 
wickets. 
 
Ralston Burke, the brother of Franklyn Burke, played for the Saracens. He played for the 
Colts in the seventies. 
 
Christopher Moreira, an ex Josephian played for the Saracens. Moreira was an elegant left-
hander who captained his school in 1965. 
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Tamil Union 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The report of the game against the Tamil Union appears between the reports on the games 
against the Moors and the SSC. But clearly it is the game that closed the Colts season. The 
report by Wrong ‘Un states “It was an early closure at the Colombo Oval, ….. where the Colts 
Cricket Club, wound up the first class season with a 83 run first innings win against the 
homesters ….” 
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Ben Fernando hit a century in the Colts innings. Again, Gunaratne, Dharmarajah and Neville 
Fernando were the main wicket takers. 
 
Two former Royal captains played for the Tamil Union. T. Nirmalingam (1954) and S.S. Kumar 
(1963). Nirmalingam was one of three brothers who played for Royal. The others being 
Jothilingam and Parathalingam. 
 
Summary 
 
Darrell D’Silva and Ben Fernando were class acts. If they were supported by a stronger middle 
order, they would have provided the runs that Gunaratne, Dharmarajah and Neville Fernando 
could have bowled to, particularly against the NCC and the University. 
 
Darrell Maye did not play in the season. Fuard only played in the first game of the season 
which was against the Varsity. He bowled 42 overs in the first innings and didn’t bowl at all in 
the second. 
 
But Fuard was always an unreliable person who played more for himself than his club. Was 
he aggrieved that he wasn’t given a second go as captain not unlike Premaratne? 
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1966 – 67 
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Alban’s article mentions the services of Samsudeen, Gunaratne and Dharmarajah. But 
Samsudeen didn’t even play in the previous season. Dharmarajah played in one game of the 
1966-67 season, and it appears that Gunaratne had ended his association with the Colts. 
 
Old Sylvesterite Nihal Samerasekera made his debut for the Colts. Both bowled reasonably 
well and had five figure hauls in at least one game. Abu Fuard also bowled reasonably well. 
But for the most part opposing teams made big scores against the Colts. 
 
Newspaper clippings are available for eight games, of which the Colts won only three. She 
won the first game of the season which was against Moratuwa. This was followed by a narrow 
loss to the Varsity. It then beat the Tamil Union, followed by losses against the Nomads, BRC 
and Moratuwa. It beat the Tamil Union by an innings and played like a team that should have 
entered the final four. This was followed by its second loss to the Nomads. 
 
Moratuwa 
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Varsity 
 

 

 

 

 
Despite Nihal Samerasekera’s sterling performance the Colts lost. Spinners Idroos and 
Ernest, a player in the national side, seem to have exploited the mat at Thurstan Road. In 
Samerasekera and Maye the Colts has a good fast bowling combination which is 
complemented by Duckworth. The attack is balanced by Abu Fuard. Yet, it failed to make a 
dent in the batting line ups it was up against.  
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Tamil Union 
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For the second successive game Samarasekera was outstanding. Not only did the Colts 
obtain first innings points it scored 242 for seven in its second innings, with Darrell D’Silva 
and  Gowrishankaran posting big scores. 
 
Benedictine batting prodigy Tony Appadurai opened the batting for the Tamil Union. He 
went on the captain his school in 1967-68 after debuting in 1965. 
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Nomads 
 
After its heady performance against the Tamil Union, the Colts bowling failed to make an 
impression against the Nomads which declared at 261 for 4 wickets, and then went on to 
dismiss the Colts for 174.  Former Colts batsman D.P. de Silva, the brother of the Nomads 
captain, scored 86. Kehelgamuwa was the most successful bowler for the Nomads. 
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BRC 
 
The BRC fielded a star-studded team against the Colts. It included two Reid brothers Buddy 
and Barney), David Heyn, Christopher Moreira, Malcolm Berenger and former Benedictine 
Rex Foulstone. 
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BRC scored 329 for 6 on what appeared to be a good wicket for batting. Abu Fuard was absent 
hurt and didn’t bowl. 
 
Polycarp Wijesekera was well supported by Alles and D’Silva, but the rest of the batting was 
found wanting. Royal schoolmaster Thavaneetharajah was in the team and is an indication of 
how low the Colts batting stocks had fallen. (Thavaneetharajah didn’t play on his merits but 
was rewarded for his avid boosterism which even involved trying to prevail upon the club 
President’s brother to put in a good word for him.) He was as ineffectual as Elmo Rodrigopulle 
who played a few games for the club in the mid-sixties. 
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Moratuwa 
 
This was a game of big batting recoveries. The Colts recovered from 23 for 4 to score 247. 
Moratuwa overhauled that total with two wickets to spare after being 107 for 6 and 149 for 
7. Moratuwa owed all to a rear-guard action by B. Perera (65) and Sylvester Dias (52). While 
this was happening, the Nomads beat the BRC. Both these teams easily accounted for the 
Colts. 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
However, Brian de Silva and Gowrishankaran featured in a century stand. The latter’s 44 
proved that he had what it took to be a successful Sara batsman. Unfortunately, due to his 
studies he turned out infrequently for the club.  
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Tamil Union 
 
The defeat of the Tamils is the sort of effort that Colts should have been demonstrating across 
the season. It was its third win for the season and its only outright win. 
 
Maye captured 8 wickets and Samarasekera 6 wickets. Fuard didn’t bowl in the first innings 
but captured 3 for 9 off 5 overs in the second innings. 
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When the Colts won, it won well, and appeared formidable. Yet, it was never able to 
demonstrate a consistency in performance and build on its strengths.  
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Nomads 
 
The Colts lost to the Nomads for the second time in what appears to be their last game for 
the season. The Colts succumbed to the bowling of Sahabandu, Polonowita and D.S. de Silva 
and could only make 147. Only Darrel D’Silva and Maye offered reasonable batting assistance. 
 
Maye and Fuard captured 5 wickets each in the Nomads reply of 250. Again, it was former 
Colt D.P. de Silva (65) who top scored and along with his brother and captain D.H. (61) staved 
off a possible collapse. 
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Single wicket tourney 
 

 
 

 

 

 
About June of 1967 a Single wicket tournament was held at the club for cricketers of the 
Colts. The Issipathana cricketers did the fielding. Alles won the tourney. 
 
The remaining seasons of the sixties 
 
Richard Alles went on to captain the Colts team in the 1967- 68 season. However, his 
scrapbook doesn’t contain any records relating to that season. Brian de Silva took over the 
reins in 1968 – 69 followed by Darrell Maye in 1969–70. 
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Alles did turn out for the Sara team in 1969-70 and may have done the same in 1968–69. But 
his record keeping doesn’t extend beyond the 1966–67 season from what the chronicler has 
gathered so far. From what the chronicler remembers the 1967–68 and 1968–69 seasons 
were no different to the preceding four seasons, namely, the Colts playing good in patches. 
 
 


