THE FIRST WIN — A DAILY NEWS TRIUMPH

The journey to victory

for the club in the lower divisions. By the time he was representing Royal’s second XI

he was also representing the Colts during the off season. He played for the team that
took out the 50 over NCC Knockout Invitation Tournament in 1965-66, which was the club’s
first win in any competition, and came three years after the disappointing end to the Sara
trophy season.

By the mid-sixties the chronicler had become a Colts die hard and played many games

Most of those involved considered this a victory in the Daily News tournament. It was a one-
day knockout tournament for third division teams. Many of the players were still at school.
The thrill of victory was like winning a long drawn- out tournament.

The following press clippings chart the team’s journey towards victory. The players were
extremely motivated and there was plenty of esprit de corp.

Colts travelled by train to Galle. Happy to loosen their feet after a long journey, the Colts
batsman went hell for leather. The result was never in doubt.

Batting against the backdrop of the Fort and ocean beyond was weird and exhilarating. Rather
than affecting one’s concentration it helped one relax. It was a scene that remains in one’s
mind’s eye.

A year later, in late 1967, the chronicler played on this ground as a member of Royal’s first XI.

Two years later he led Royal to victory against Richmond on the same ground. But he didn’t
visit the Fort proper until 2019.
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Interestingly, Harry Gunasekera, recently released from jail on a successful appeal, played for
Kegalle. He scored a duck. He took three wickets but conceded 45 runs off three overs.
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The Adastrians started off very badly losing 5 for 26. Even at 7 for 85 it appeared they would
set the Colts an easy target. Quite creditably, they made the Colts chase 161.

The Colts openers put 54 runs which was laid the foundation for a win with eight overs to
spare. Trevor Jansz, life member and club stalwart, hit the winning run.
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TROPHY WINNERS, 1966

Back Row (L to R): Charlie Goonesena, Eardley Lieversz, Polycarp Wijesekera,
Vimal Jayanetti, Darrell Maye.

Middle Row: Senthil Sinniah, Navaratnam Thavaneetharajah, Jeffery Mortimer,
Wayne de Silva, Cornel Warne.

Front Row; Garrick de Soyza, Trevor Jansz, DWL Lieversz (President),

Harris Perera (captain), Eddie Melder (Cricket secretary).

Absent; Nihal Samarasekera

Courtesy of Eardley Lieversz

The picture features Douglas Lieversz and Trevor Jansz, two ex-Royalists and Colts cricket
stalwarts. If | am not mistaken Trevor Jansz captained the side. Trevor Jansz was a lifelong
friend of Gamini Salgadu who coached Royal in the seventies following F.C. de Saram’s
departure. Trevor Jansz left for Australia soon after the picture was taken and has shared
much of his memories and memorabilia with the chronicler.

Two members of the side captained Wesley. Senthil Sinniah captained in 1960. He passed

away in Devon, England on 31°t January 2021. Darrell May led Wesley to victory over Royal in
1962. He went on to captain the Colts in 1969-70.
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Sentil Sinniah left for England following the 1960 season and got married in 1964. He
remained permanently in England. He must have been in Sri Lanka on a holiday in 1966 and
turned up for practice at the Colts which led to him being picked for the final.

Polycarp Wijeysekera played for St Josephs and was a powerful hitter of the ball. Jayanetti,
still an accurate left arm spinner, is a Thomian and the chronicler bumped into him at old boys
cricket games in Sydney. He is a great articulator of the idiosyncrasies of many of those who
played for the club.

Harris Perera kept wickets and, married Wayne de Silva’s sister and left to join her in Australia
in the sixties. He kept wickets for the Colts first Xl of 1962-63. Cornell Warne’s dad was a good
friend of the chronicler’s dad. Garrick de Soyza’s dad was a generous man and he once bought
the chronicler a brand new Stuart Surridge cricket bat.

The N. Samarasekera who opened the bowling is Nihal Samarasekera, who attended St.
Sylvester’s College, Kandy. He played for the Colts Sara team and opened the bowling for
Ceylon between 1966 and 1974.

The chronicler didn’t play much cricket for the Colts alongside his cousins Darrell and Brian
but he did play alongside another paternal cousin, Geoffrey Mortimer, a left-handed batsman.
Interestingly, he played cricket alongside a Royal master, Mr. Thavaneetharajah (Thavam),
who was master in charge of Royal’s first XI for the latter half of the 1967 season.
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One day in the mid-sixties Thavam knocked on the door and asked to speak to the chronicler’s
Dad. He knew that Thavam was there to get his father to use whatever influence he had to
get Thavam a place in the Colts team. Thavam was told him that the chronicler’s Dad was
resting and sent away. When chronicler’s Dad heard what had happened, he was aghast and
told him that if a Royal master ever arrived again he should be woken up.

Thavam taught at Royal at the same time as John de Saram the chronicler’s master in charge
moved through the ranks at school. Mr. de Saram was also very pally with Premaratne who
captained the Colts in 1962-63. Hence, it is quite ironic that Mr. de Saram who was the reason
the chronicler visited Sri Lanka after 32 years and was indirectly responsible for the writing
this Colts history, was closely associated with two Colts cricketers.

Eddie Melder passed away in 2002. In 1969 Abdul Lafir was appointed cricket captain but the
decision was revoked on a technicality. (An office bearer had to be a member for a specified
period.) Lafir resigned in a huff and joined the Nomads. One day in 1970 while Lafir was
batting for the Nomads against the Colts at the Municipal Sports Ground, Melder heckled him
from the sidelines. Lafir was rattled and he pointed to Melder with the bat and threatened
him. He was also taunted by Brian Silva in the slips and complained to the umpire. The team
found it amusing.

A true-blue Colt

This match was the last game Trevor Jansz played for the Colts. He migrated to Australia soon
after.
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Courtesy of Eardley Lieversz

Trevor Jansz left for Australia at the age of 43. He lived in Australia for 56 years passing away
on 7" March 2022. He always considered the Colts his second home and was hungry for
information regarding the club. He once took umbrage with the club for failing to send him
club reports regularly. That reflected how much the club meant to him. Most persons who
leave the club, irrespective of their level of involvement in the club, tend to attach themselves
to other institutions, with their old affiliations but a distant memory, unlike Trevor Jansz who

was a true-blue Colt until he died.
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Mark Pereira moved from Canada to Australia where he passed away. He never lost his love
for cricket and continued to contribute to it as player and from the sidelines.

If he had remained in the country, he would surely have ended up as a certified Colts stalwart.
He passed away two years prior to when the chronicler commenced his history of the Colts.
He would have been a very useful source of information. He truly loved his cricket and would
have been most pleased with the current infrastructure of the Colts. He missed, by a year, a
Colts victory that he would have been proud of.
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Connecting people and communities =

Goodbye
gentleman
cricketer
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People like Sinniah and Pereira were of the right Colts stuff. But when one leaves the country
for other cricket playing countries, one develops identification with new cricket institutions.
Trevor Jansz who is discussed in detail in the chapter on stalwarts and veterans always
remained a sentimental Colt despite being involved with cricket in Australia. He was very
pleased with what the chronicler was doing. Unfortunately, he passed away before the
chapters, many of which he would have been immensely pleased with, had taken a more
advanced shape in the third draft. Despite being distracted by numerous other writing
projects, the chronicler returned to the Colts history after a six-year break and was
determined to bring it to a close, in honour of people like Trevor Jansz.

The chronicler physically disassociated himself from the club fifty on years ago (calculated in
2024). But despite his vast journeys and interests the club never left his consciousness. His
emotional bonds only got stronger over the lengthy separation. He was always bound to
return home.
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Entry into the Donovan Andree tournament still denied

In 1966, all results in all competitions, including the premier competition, were declared null
and void due to irregularities in the way in which the game was run, and the fraudulent way
in which national selectors came to hold positions through nepotism.

When competitions organised by the Ceylon Cricket Association tournament came to a halt
due to a court injunction the NCC stepped in and organised a Cecil Horan Memorial trophy
tournament for the first division teams and the knockout tournament for the third division
teams.

Victory in the abovementioned tournament didn’t promote the Colts second Xl into the
Donovan Andree tournament, which had to wait until 1969. The Daily News trophy wasn’t
awarded in 1966. The marking on the shield that fronts the group photo cannot be read in
order to fully confirm the conjecture.

So, the Colts were twice denied in the sixties. She missed out on winning the premier trophy
by a mere 0.02 points and then won the third-string trophy in a competition which was tainted
by the actions of others.

However, the chronicler couldn’t have ended the sixties on a higher note. He led Royal to

victory in the big match and achieved the stuff of dreams. He made Royal proud. But the Colts
was proud of him too because there was no doubting his identification with the Colts.
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