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THE DAILY NEWS FRONTIER 
 

rior to about 1970 the Colts did not participate in the Donovan Andree tournament. Its 
second-string players participated in the Daily News tournament which was a third-tier 
competition. An important source of information regarding the early Daily News teams 

is Mark Pereira who shifted between the first and second eleven teams throughout the fifties, 
playing wherever he was needed. In 1960 he was appointed Daily News captain and gave the 
team and the club his all until he left the country for Canada in 1965.  
 
The news clippings in this chapter are mainly from Mark Pereira’s archives and are limited to 
the Daily News games which Pereira participated in. There aren’t that many descriptions of 
Daily News games of the fifties because Pereira was also involved in the first XI in the decade. 
 
1953-54 
 

 Courtesy of Mark Pereira 

 
 

P 
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Herman Claessen took two wickets but B. de Silva (Colts) and F. Crozier and F. Kreltszheim 
(BRC) arouse curiosity. Is B. de Silva the Brian de Silva who went on to captain the Colts? Is F. 
Crozier the F.B. Crozier who played for Royal (1954-1956) and the N.C.C.?  Is F. Kreltszheim 
(BRC) the Royal cricketer (1952-54)? 
 
There is an M. Pollocks playing for the BRC. He could be related to the Colts icon, A.T. Pollocks. 
Malcolm Berenger is his usual economical self. Maybe he is playing for the BRC Daily News 
side because he is still at school? 
 
1954-1956 
 

IN 1954-55 IN 1955-56 

 

 

 

Courtesy of Mark Pereira 
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Mark Pereira opened the batting in the game against the ACSWS team and the opening 
bowlers were L da Silva and G.P. Schoorman, both first team contenders. The team also 
includes a useful bowler by the name of Jeronimus. 
 
It is not known what ACSWS stands for. But all the players seem to be British. The ACSWS, 
Atomics and Casuals were defunct by the turn of the sixties. 
 
Interestingly, the Atomics team include as many as six burghers. But SWRD is closing in. The 
Colts team includes Trevor Jansz who also played against the BRC. A Kretser scored an 
unbeaten half century for the BRC while T. Brohier scored a half century for the Colts. There 
was a Kretser in both sides. The V.S. Kretser in the BRC team is probably the person who 
joined the Colts straight after leaving Royal College in the late thirties and performed 
admirably for the club but left for the BRC. He was considered to be one of the greatest all 
round cricketers the country had produced prior to independence. 
 
The following Daily News game against Aquinas took place about the mid-fifties. As 
schoolboys, Warwick de Kretser and B. van Geyzel rescued the Colts in a Daily News game 
against Aquinas.  And de Kretser related how he and Lorenz Ebert did the same against the 
S.S.C. Warwick de Kretser hit C.I. Gunasekera for a six and his uncle Bertram watching him 
from sidelines was aghast at the possibility of him throwing his wicket away. An elated A.V. 
Fernando asked F.C. de Saram what he thought of the young Colts prodigies? 
 

 

 

Courtesy of Richard Alles 



 482 

Warwick de Kretser was also a champion motorbike racer. He used to ride a Gilera motorbike 
and performed well in the Katukurunda circuit. 
 
Late fifties onwards 
 
From now onwards material from the scrapbooks of Mark Pereira and Richard Alles are 
amalgamated. These clippings, while not necessarily describing games in sequence, and which 
are not comprehensive, nonetheless provide an insight into the people who had thrown in 
their lot with the club and ask questions about players who had good games. 
 
The Daily News tourney gave cricketers at school valuable experience and many of them went 
on to acquit themselves in the Sara and Donovan Andree tourneys. One such person was 
Dickie Alles who kept a meticulous journal of news clippings relating to his playing days at the 
Colts. Although most of his records relate to the Sara team which he led thrice, his scrapbook 
also contains news clippings of Daily News games. He and his fellow Peterite Tyrone Le 
Mercier shone in many Colts Daily News games. 
 
1959 
 
The photograph below features Alles going out to bat for St. Peter’s in 1959. His partner is 
Mark de Silva. Alles played for the Colts Daily News team in 1960 and had an impact. 
 
 

 
Courtesy of Richard Alles 
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1959-60 
 

 

 

 

 

Courtesy of Richard Alles and Mark Pereira  

 

 

 

Courtesy of Richard Alles and Mark Pereira  
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The Colts beat the Anthonians and the Moors. Sinniah, the Wesley captain of 1960, played in 
at least five games for the Colts in 1959-60 season, between school cricket games. Other 
schoolboy cricketers representing the Colts are Peterites Richard Alles and Tyrone Le Mercier. 
Another Peterite, Darrell D’Silva also played for the club while at school. There may be other 
schoolboy cricketers in the Colts Daily News team. 
 

 

 

 

Courtesy of Mark Pereira 

 
Sinniah had good bowling figures in the games against Negombo, the Air Force and 
Moratuwa. He was ably supported by Jansz and Dharmarajah. Chanmugam turned up for the 
game against the Air Force but failed to capture a wicket. Layman made useful contributions 
with the bat throughout the 1959-60 season. 
 
The De Bruin who opened the batting against Negombo is the renowned teacher of Royal 
College. In addition to coaching the athletics team, he oversaw the under 14 and under 16 
and second XI cricket teams. He gave Darrell Lieversz a solid bit of advice, namely, it is better 
to bowl a full toss than a short-pitched ball. 
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De Bruin was often seen at the Colts bar. Often his drinking companion was E.C. G. 
Gunasekera, the master-in-charge of Royal’s first XI. In addition to De Bruin, 
Thavaneetharajah was another Royal College master who played for the club Daily News side, 
even playing a few first division games or two. 
 

 

 

Courtesy of Richard Alles 
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The Varsity “B” opening bat and wicket keeper A. Rambukpotta is probably Anton 
Rambukpotta who opened the batting for the 1956 St. Anthony’s team along with Colts 
stalwart Ranjit Samarasekera. Rambukpotta played a few games for the Colt Donovan Andree 
team in the seventies. 
 
The M. Roberts, batting at No. 4 is probably the eminent Sri Lankan sociologist and 
anthropologist Michael Roberts who represented St. Aloysius College Richmond College in 
cricket, vice-captaining in 1956. His father was the famous civil servant and cricketer, T.W. 
Roberts. 
 
Michael Roberts’s nephew played cricket for Royal alongside the chronicler. Michael Roberts 
was a referee for the chronicler’s honours and postgraduate theses. 
 
The N. Gurusinghe who played for the SSC team played for the STC in four Royal-Thomians 
commencing 1956, as a top order bat. In 1963 he played a pivotal role in preventing the Colts 
from edging past the Varsity team in the Sara final. 
 
1960 
 
Mark Pereira was appointed captain of The Daily News team in 1960. He probably was in that 
position for about four successive seasons. He left for Canada in 1965. 
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Courtesy of Mark Pereira Courtesy of Richard Alles 

 
Denzil Abeysekera, a prolific scorer in the first XI is still amongst the runs.  He scored 66 in the 
friendly against the University. 
 
1960-61 
 

 
 
Alles and Dharmarajah went on to play for the first team. Visvanathan consistently turns in 
good all-round performances for the club. Sadly, there are no eyewitnesses to provide 
background information on players such as Dharmarajah, Visvanathan and M. Paul. 
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Courtesy of Richard Alles 

 
R. Pathmaperuma, who keeps wicket is probably Ranjan Pathmaperuma who later became a 
fixture at the Colts and played in a few Donovan Andree games. The C.M. Ponniah who 
opened the batting for the Colts could be ex-Thomian opener C.E.M. Ponniah who opened 
the batting for both Ceylon and Cambridge University.  
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Courtesy of Richard Alles 

 
The Colts almost obtained an outright win against the SSC thanks to the bowling of Le Mercier 
and Visvanathan. Something not remotely possible against the SSC first team.  
 
The legendary former Royalist, Sargo Jayawickrema who played for Royal alongside the 
chronicler’s father, played for the SSC. L. Hewavitarana who was also in the SSC team played 
for Royal in the 1950—52 Royal-Thomians, scoring 44 at number 10 and capturing 4 wickets 
in his first Royal-Thomian. 
 
Le Mercier followed up his 9 for 24, with 17 for 97 against the Casuals. Unlike his Thomian 
contemporary Keith LaBrooy, Le Mercier was exclusively a left-arm spinner who rarely used 
the new ball.   
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Elmo de Bruin opened the batting and better luck than on the previous occasion he opened 
for the Colts, scoring 26 this time. Not soon after he was left Royal College and the school lost 
an outstanding athletics coach and a knowledgeable cricket brain. 
 
Mark Pereira and Trevor Jansz were involved in the second XI games played in 1959 and 1960. 
Rauf Azzam, who had a long association with the club, played in some games. He also played 
cricket for the club throughout the seventies regaling players with his subtle humour. 
 
One Visvanathan features prominently as an all arounder for the Colts. But he doesn’t appear 
to have had a long stint with the club. 
 
Sentil Sinniah played in at least one game for the club in 1959, and three games for the second 
XI in 1960, the season he captained Wesley. He must have left for England soon after. But he 
was in the team that won the trophy in 1966. There is more on him later. 
 
Richard Alles and Tyrone Le Mercier were regulars between 1959 and 1961. Not unlike Sinniah 
they played for the club when not required by their school. Alles also represented the club in 
1961, his last year for St. Peter’s, when he was probably captain.  
 
Le Mercier was adjudged best schoolboy bowler in 1960. But he didn’t play regularly for the 
Colts first team throwing in his lot with the SSC after completing his school cricket career. 
What a difference he would have made to the outcome of the 1962-63 season. His final year 
with St. Peter’s was 1963 and he joined the SSC where he played for a few seasons. In the 
mid-sixties Le Mercier, playing for the SSC, smashed the Colts, not with the ball, but with the 
bat. 
 

TYRONE LE MERCIER 

 
Courtesy of Digest  

of Joe-Pete News 
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1961-62 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Courtesy of Richard Alles  
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The match against Badulla was probably a Daily News game going by the composition of the 
Colts team. Badulla was never in the Sara competition. But cricketers like Aldons and Ubaya 
de Silva also played for Dimbulla. 
 
Peterites Anghie and Brian Seneviratne played for the club in 1961. The latter also played in 
a Donovan Andree team which won a competition in the seventies. He was another unsung 
hero who threw his lot in with the club over a lengthy period. 
 
Tita Nathanielsz made a comeback in 1961 and had modest success. He captured 2 for 20 in 
ten overs against Badulla. Badulla were outright victors in a low scoring and close fought 
game.  The H. Aldons who opened the bowling for Badulla may have been an ex-Colt.  
 
In the 1961-62 season one E. Schoorman is played for the Colts. He is very likely to be Everard 
Schoorman who captained Wesley in 1964. After leaving school he played for the BRC where 
his uncle Bobby was entrenched. 
 

 
 

Courtesy of Mark Pereira 

 
Interestingly, Darrell Lieversz opened the bowling for the Colts against the Negombo 
Olympians and captured 3 for 13. This was probably mid-season between Darrell’s first and 
second school seasons. 
 
In the game against the NCC, Darrell’s Thomian counterpart in the season to come, Keith 
LaBrooy, took 4 for 24 off 27 overs. Schoorman also fired capturing 3 for 28. The batting was 
bolstered by big scores from the two reliables, Pereira and Jansz. 
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1962-63 
 
The former Royal college opener V. Gowrishankaran played in all three games described 
below. His former captain Darrell influenced him to join the club soon after the 1962-63 
school cricket season. Yet, he and people like L. Wimalaratne, Visvanathan, Layman and 
Geronimus never went on to make a long-term impact on the club at any level. But people 
like Neville Fernando and Rauf Azzam, both of whom played in the two games below, spent 
all their cricketing life bolstering the fortunes and morale of the second XI in yeoman fashion. 
They were led by Ranjit Samarasekera who played for the first XI in the 1962-63 season. 
Together they filled the vacuum caused by the departure of Mark Pereira and Trevor Jansz 
within a year of each other. Richard Alles was in the first XI and thanks to his records two 
substantial chapters have been developed on the 1962-63 first XI season. 
 
According to the following three match reports the Colts won against Matara and the 
Catamarans and lost to the Anthonians. Wimalaratne had scores of 63, 68 and 49 and took 
wickets.  Gowrishankaran struggled to get runs.  
 
There was a Sarath Wimalaratne who captained Ananda in 1962. His brother played for Royal 
around 1960. But very little information can be downloaded on L. Wimalaratne. 
 
If Mark Pereira got his seasons correct L. Wimalaratne is getting his runs while D. Lieversz is 
getting wickets to compensate for weak batting efforts. So, why wasn’t L. Wimalaratne 
promoted to the first division? 
 
Gowrishankaran also failed to get going in the few Sara games he played in. In 1962 he opened 
the batting for Royal and was third in the averages with a top score of 1962. In Royal’s second 
innings against STC he scored a quickfire fifty and could have led Royal to victory if he wasn’t 
felled by a cramp. 
 
This underscores the vast gap between school and second division club cricket on one hand 
and first division club cricket on the other. The official recorder looked at the Donovan Andree 
batting averages for 1971-72 and remarked that those heading it, including the chronicler, 
were the national cricketers of the future. But the chronicler who played both first and second 
division cricket knew that this was a gross overestimation. 
 
Similar gaps exist between county and state cricket on the one hand and test cricket on the 
other. Trevor Bailey in his plum in the mouth accent once commented that Denis Amis, while 
being a “gooood” county player was never really test class. Likewise, Cameron Bancroft, 
despite having two prolific state cricket seasons with the bat, was not recalled to the test 
team to take over Warner’s opening spot. Bancroft looked very ordinary in the two tests he 
played against England. 
 
But in fairness to Gowrishankaran he was giving priority to his accountancy studies and his 
commitment to cricket wasn’t total. And he did make a few good scores playing for the Tamil 
Union, which he moved to on the urging of the then captain S.S. Kumar with whom he played 
for Royal under the captaincy of Darrell Lieversz. 
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Courtesy of Mark Pereira 

 
The Colts beat the Borahs and Galle (see below). Against the Borahs T.N. Fernando had a 
match bag of 9 for 11. He is referred to as a Thurstanite. Is he and the Neville Fernando who 
played for the club in the seventies one and the same person, or different entities? In the 
scorecard there are two Fernandos, N.L and T.N. 
 
Wimalaratne was in the runs again against Galle. This time he teamed up with A. Ludowyck, 
another mystery. 
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1963-64 
 
Nathanielsz captured 5 for 22 in 22 overs against Phoenix which was a low scoring game. It 
proved that the “human catapult” still had enough to trouble batsman at the second division 
level. In the second Phoenix innings Jansz captured 4 for 2 with his leg spinners. 
 

 

  
Courtesy of Mark Pereira 

 
The Colts registered wins over the NCC and the Anthonians.  At the Daily News level the 
Colts outgunned the NCC as well as the SSC. 
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1963-65 
 

 
Courtesy of Mark Pereira 

 
The game against Moratuwa is interesting that it has players who would make their mark in 
the club’s first Donovan Andree victory. Tissa Jayaweera, the future Donovan Andree captain, 
scored 53 featuring in a hundred run partnership with Rauf Azzam, who score a century. Off-
spinner Satchithananda captured 4 wickets. He retired from the game following the club’s 
Donovan Andree victory in 1972. 
 
Jayaweera was an allrounder whose left-arm spin gave him success at the first division level. 
Satchithananda was a highly under rated off spinner. He had a knack of floating the ball and 
making it hard for batsmen to commit themselves to firm shots. 
 
The final entries in Mark Pereira’s scrapbook are in reference to three games played in 1964. 
The Colts lost to Bloomfield but beat the Catamarans and Mayflower CC. 
 
Neville Fernando captured 6 for 38 against the Catamarans. The Lester Perera in the 
Catamarans team maybe the same person who played Donovan Andree cricket for the Colts. 
 
Rauf Azzam scored a century against Mayflower CC. It is quite creditable to score two 
centuries even at the Daily News level. 
 
Grenier, better known for his tennis ability, didn’t cut the mustard at the Sara level. But he 
consistently made contributions with bat and ball at the Daily News level. 
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1964 
 

 

 
 

Courtesy of Mark Pereira 
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Farewell to the Colts 
 

 

 

Courtesy of Mark Pereira 

 
If Mark Pereira remained in the country for another five years at least he probably would have 
been made a life member and acquired stalwart status. He had only to delay his departure 
for another year, for him and Trevor Jansz to participate in a farewell game which landed the 
club a trophy, which is discussed in the following chapter. 
 
In the chronicler’s mind Mark Pereira and Richard Alles have left an invaluable historical 
legacy in the form of scrapbooks which are lovingly tended to by their daughters. Neither of 
them could have possibly envisaged the splendid use their scrapbooks would be put to. 
 
The Colts was second home to both which geographical distance couldn’t set asunder. Both 
these cricketers had a strong affiliation with the club and should be awarded stalwart status. 
 
 


