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PREMARATNE REDUX 
 

he consensus of opinion is that Premaratne deserved another year in the job because 
of how close he took the club to victory in 1962-63. It was a shock to many when Abu 
Fuard was made captain in 1963. Hence, there was an air of inevitability when the 

captaincy was returned to Premaratne in 1964 for the 1964-65 season. But any expectation 
that Premaratne could duplicate the success of his first stint was quickly dissipated when the 
club lost two of its first three games by an innings. 
 
The season commenced promisingly with an easy win against the BRC. The Colts dismissed a 
batting line up consisting of Reid and the Heyn brothers for 95. Samsudeen and Fuard were 
among the wickets. But the biggest wicket taker was left-arm pacemen Merril Gunaratne who 
made his debut for the club. 
 
Gunaratne is a former Peterite. He represented the University under D.H. de Silva and ended 
up as the senior deputy inspector of Police. He played most of his cricket for the Police. He is 
author of two books (Cop in the crossfire, Perils of a profession) which are critical of the 
politicisation of the police force. 
 
Premaratne would have good reason to be optimistic of his club’s prospects in the season 
after beating the BRC in its first game. But his hopes came crashing down in the next two 
games which the Colts lost outright, against the SSC and the Varsity. It then barely managed 
to stave off an outright defeat at the hands of the Moors. 
 
It went on to beat Dimbulla and then lost to the BRC in a big scoring game. It obtained a 
consolation victory against the Varsity, which it lost to in the beginning of the season. But it 
lost to the SSC in a close game and to the Moors. 
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BRC 
 

 

 

 

 
Samsudeen wore a new pair of boots, the hobnails of which had wrenched themselves off in 
the run up to his first delivery. He ran to the pavilion to change into his old boots before 
completing his over. 
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SSC 
 

 

 

  
Lieversz promptly got down to what he was good at, namely, being unplayable. SSC lost its 
first four wickets for 5 runs and three further wickets between 41 and 62. Yet, they were 127 
for 9 wickets by close. One would assume by reading the scorecard that the weather had 
improved. 
 
Colts couldn’t have asked for a better bowling attack. Lieversz, Samsudeen, Gunaratne and 
Fuard – two left arm pacemen, and a right arm fast bowler and off spinner who were in the 
national team. Not unlike the last game in the 1962–63 season, it was Lieversz versus Royalists 
and Thomians. Kodituwakku, Pereira, L. Senanayake (Royal) and L.S. Perera, P.I. Pieris (STC). 
Le Mercier who played for the Colts until two seasons previous top scored for the SSC. 
 
The 1964 Royal captain J.D. Wilson made his debut for the Colts and failed to trouble the 
scorer in either inning. He joins ex Benedictine Elmo Rodrigopulle as Colts newcomers. 
 
One would expect the Colts to wrap up the SSC innings early at the commencement of the 
second day’s play. But this wasn’t to be. No one, particularly the SCC, saw it coming.  
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On the morning SSC’s last pair extended the partnership to 83 runs.  According to an 
Observer report the SSC batted without having the pitch rolled and the Colts made the 
mistake of using the light roller before going to bat. This was considered a mistake.  
 
SSC’s last pair batted as if nothing was amiss in the wicket. But the Colts batsmen faced all 
the consequences of negotiating a drying wicket.  
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Varsity - second outright defeat 
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Lieversz was never at his best on a mat. Hence, his 2 for 93 off 27 overs. Gunaratne had better 
figures. In the previous season, at the same venue, The Colts batting rallied and totalled over 
200 in its first innings against Bloomfield which went on take out the Sara trophy, edging out 
the Varsity. But on this occasion, it flopped to the bowling of Idroos. J.D. Wilson made an 
inauspicious start to his Colts career, scoring four successive ducks.  
 
The Nomads took out the Sara trophy in the 1964-65 season. But the Varsity had a top- notch 
team consisting mainly of ex-Thomians and ex-Royalists. Not unlike the team of 1962-63 
team, this was a side of doctors and engineers with immense cricketing ability. They were 
responsible were some of the quality big-match cricket of the late fifties and early sixties. 
 
N. Gurusinghe batted at first drop for STC in four Royal-Thomians commencing in 1956. His 
highest score was 69 in his last Royal-Thomian in 1959. C. Ponniah opened the batting for the 
STC in 1960 and 1961, scoring a fifty in 1960, and then went to open the batting for the 
national team. 
 
Idroos made his debut for STC in 1957. But he only made an impact in his fourth and last 
Royal-Thomian when he captured 5 for 47. Buddy Reid only played in a single Royal-Thomian 
and scored an unbeaten 42. But it was his skilful technique that stood between the Colts and 
Varsity in 1962-63. 
 
H. Samarajeeva opened the bowling for Royal in between 1958 and 1960. He captured two 
wickets in the Royal-Thomian but was always economical. Nanda Senanayake captained Royal 
in 1961, his fourth Royal-Thomian. He was an all-rounder who opened the batting. In the 1961 
Royal-Thomian he had the figures of 5 for 37 off 20.4 overs. 
 
Sunil Perera, who batted first drop for the Colts, is a former Trinity cricket captain. The C. 
Perera in the Varsity team is the 1958 Josephian captain who led the Varsity to victory in 
1962–63 and almost repeated the exercise the following year. 
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Season in free fall 
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Thanks to a fighting 65 from Alles the Colts were able to avoid its third successive outright 
defeat. Samsudeen, 6 for 64, although on the losing side, had the best bowling figures.  
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Observer cup   
 
The Colts beat the Moors soundly. It subsequently lost to the Tamil Union. 
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The Colts easily defended a total of 121. Duckworth was the main wicket taker. 
 
Rodrigopulle hasn’t made an impression with either bat or ball. Clearly he couldn’t cut the 
mustard at the club level. 
 
In the following game against the Tamils, the Colts lost, but with honour. The Colts made the 
Tamils fight for every run, defending a target of 111 with a depleted attack. 
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The Tamil team consisted of ex-Thomian spinner, BWR Thomas, and two ex-Royal captains, 
namely, T. Nirmalingham (1954) and S.S. Kumar (1963). Thomas was a Ceylon cap. 
  



 464 

Nirmalingham played in five Royal-Thomians, from 1951 to 1954, and was in Vairavanathan’s 
victorious team and two teams which lost to the Thomians.  S.S. Kumar played from Royal 
between 1961 and 1963 and played a magnificent innings of 65 n.o. under pressure in 1962.      
 
Return to the Sara tournament 
 
In the five remaining games of the season, the Colts won two (Dimbulla and the Varsity) and 
lost three (BRC, SSC and the Moors). The narrow loss to the SSC was sheer bad luck. 
 
Dimbulla 
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BRC 
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Varsity 
 

 

 

 

 
Former Royalist N.J.S. de Mel opened the batting for the Varsity. He played in two Royal-
Thomians (1957-58) with his highest score being 31. His son is the head of Veritas, a think 
tank in Colombo. 
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In the final game of the 1962-63 season it was de Mel’s batting which enabled the Varsity to 
take out the trophy by a fraction of a point. He scored 33 out of 54 in the first innings and 30 
out of 74 in the second. 
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SSC 
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This was the last game Lieversz played for the Colts. His performance highlights what he could 
have achieved for the Colts against the stronger sides throughout the sixties. Along with the 
other top notch bowlers Darrell could have created a competitive and winning culture the 
momentum of which could have attracted ambitious and gifted players to the club. 
 
The final game of the season was against the Moors. The Moors won easily to enter the final 
round. 
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Moors 
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BATTING AVERAGES, 1964-65 SEASON 

 Mats. Inn. Not  
outs 

Runs H.S. Ave. 

J.R. Alles 10 15 1 471 106 33.65 

Ben Fernando 10 14 1 411 110 31.62 

W. Premaratne 10 13 2 319 102* 29.00 

S. Wickremaratne 2 3 1 40 33 20.00 
N.L. Fernando 3 4 1 52 46* 17.33 

V. Gowrishankaran 5 6 - 102 52 17.00 

R. Azzam 5 5 - 83 23 16.60 
S.M. Perera 7 10 - 139 36 13.90 

R. Duckworth 6 7 2 57 31 11.40 

B. de Silva 10 14 - 154 58 11.00 

J.D. Wilson 5 8 - 84 32 10.50 

M.N. Samsudeen 5 4 1 23 9 7.67 

Abu Fuard 3 4 - 30 15 7.50 

D.W. L. Lieversz Jnr 4 6 - 42 31 7.00 

M. Gunaratne 8 10 6 25 10 6.25 

D. D’Silva 3 5 - 25 16 5.00 

H.A. Perera 6 8 - 38 13 4.75 

N. Fernando 2 2 - 9 9 4.50 

E. Rodrigopulle 4 6 1 22 6 4.40 

B. Seneviratne 1 1 - 21 21 - 

T. Jayaweera 1 1 - 17 17 - 

 
Alles, Ben Fernando and Premaratne carried the batting. Apart from a single fifty Brian de 
Silva had a very poor season. 
 
Royal’s openers of 1962-63, Wilson and Gowrishankaran, did nothing to justify their 
selections, although the latter scored a fifty. Ex Benedictine Rodrigopulle, not only failed to 
reach double figures in any of his six innings, but he was also extremely expensive in the ten 
overs he sent down. Yet, he took five catches in the four games he played. 
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BOWLING AVERAGES, 1964-65 SEASON 
 O M R W Ave. 
D.W.L. Lieversz 115 29 294 19 15.47 

Abu Fuard 66.3 18 161 11 14.64 

M.N. Samsudeen 128.3 41 318 18 17.67 
M. Gunaratne 136.3 34 394 19 20.74 

R. Duckworth 166.4 41 370 17 21.76 

Ben Fernando 65 12 206 9 22.98 

S. Wickremaratne 36 3 121 4 30.28 
W. Premaratne 25 6 68 2 34.00 

V. Gowrishankaran 12.1 2 43 1 43.00 

T. Jayaweera 14 2 43 1 43.00 
S.M. Perera 11 0 45 1 45.00 

E. Rodrigopulle 10 0 61 0 - 

B. Seneviratne 3 0 17 0 - 

J.R. Alles 2 0 5 0 - 

 
In the 1962-63 season Lieversz bowled 274.5 overs and captured 72 wickets at 9.76 each. Two 
seasons later he bowled 115 overs and captured 19 wickets at 17.42 each. He only played in 
four matches and this maybe because he toured India with the national team and changed 
jobs which took him a long distance from Colombo. 
 
Fuard only played in the first three games, while Samsudeen only played five games. Hence, 
the club was unable to fully utilise its bowling strength. 
 
Duckworth, Samsudeen, Gunaratne and Lieversz did the bulk of the bowling. Abu Fuard 
bowled 66.3 overs and collected 11 wickets. He was more available than he was during 
Premaratne’s first stint, but his commitment left a lot to be desired.  
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FIELDING, 1964-65 SEASON 

J.R. Alles 11 

H.A. Perera 8 (wk) 

B. de Silva  5 (wk 4) 

Ben Fernando 5 

E. Rodrigopulle 5 

M. Gunaratne 5 

R. Duckworth 5 

Abu Fuard 4 
D. d’Silva 4 

W. Premaratne  4 

D.W.L. Lieversz Jnr 2 
J. D. Wilson 2 

M.N. Samsudeen 2 

V. Gowrishankaran  2 

N. Fernando 1 
N.L. Fernando 1 

 
Premaratne never played for the Colts again. Neither did Lieversz, who ended his Colts career 
with 7 wickets in the SSC first innings. 


