1964 — THREE INTERNATIONAL TEAMS

Oval. The chronicler found it simply magical watching the Australians such as O’Neill,

O n the 15% of April the Australian team touring England played a one day friendly at the
Burge, Hawke, Cowper, Lawry et al practice on the green in front of the dressing room.

Norm ascendant

Norman O’Neill was a nervous starter and inconsistent. He tended to open out too early and
be chest on.

But in 1964 his place in the team wasn’t in jeopardy. Frank Worrell writing in the newspapers
rated him just below Sobers.

When O’Neill drove Darrell through the covers in a one-day game played at the Oval on 15th
April, he was all class. It happened in a flash. Yet even the umpire thought that he was a goner
when Darrell delivered a typical late inswinger.

THE AUSTRALIANS, 1964

L to R: Anurudha Poloniwita, Norton Frederick, Darrell Lieversz, Sathi Coomaraswamy,
Johnny Martin, an official from Ceylon Board of Control, Norman O'Neil, Michael Tissera
(hidden), H.I.K Fernando .

O’Neill didn’t have good tour of the Windies in 1965. But his remarks about Griffith’s bowling
action was probably his downfall.

At the end of 1965 a nineteen-year-old upstart from Dungog, who attended the same school
as the chronicler’s wife to be, was knocking on the door. The chronicler initially resented Doug
Walters for replacing his hero but changed his mind after he scored successive centuries.

O’Neill had a great Sheffield Shield season while the Aussies were being hammered in South

Africa in 1966-67. He was expected to return to the national side. But he retired due to an
arthritic condition, which had affected his knees.
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No one could play off the back foot as good as him. O’Neill was one of the most talented and
gifted batsman Australia has ever produced. He played shots that the average batsman
couldn’t even contemplate. Cricket was robbed by his inability to come good on his promise.

As much as the chronicler is grateful for batsmen such as Smith and Labuschagne, they cannot
hold a candle to O’Neill. But modern-day cricketers are professional. They are obsessed with
batting and practice incessantly. O’Neill was of a different era where cricketers were more
relaxed and cavalier in their approach to the game.

Smith and Labuschagne are ugly to watch. O’Neill looked good walking into bat and even
getting out. He was an aesthetically immaculate batsman.

Darrell breaks Pakistan’s heart

This was Ceylon’s first international and Darrell played a prominent part in it. He captured 5
for 40 in the first innings (off 17 overs) and 4 for 28 (off 18.4 overs) in the second. Ceylon
scored 152 and 137. Pakistan made 99 and 149. (The Ceylon team was a led by a 25-year-old
Thomian and had five other Thomians in it.) This reflects how dominant STC was in the Royal-
Thomians of the late fifties abetted by consistently winning the toss.

The sole Royalist in the team was the only one capable of breaking the stranglehold the
Thomians had on the Royal-Thomian. He would have done so in 1962 if he had won the toss.

The game was played at the P. Saravanamuttu Oval on 28, 29, 30 August. The umpires were
M.A. Jayasinghe and J.M.C. Jayasinghe.
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CEYLON - PAKISTAN TEAMS, 1964

Back Row: M Razick (Pak), M lllyas (Pak), Neil Chanmugam (Cey), S. Rana (Pak), P Sajjaad (Pak), Trevlyn Edwards
(Cey), Darrell Lieversz (Cey)

Middle Row: M L Idroos (Cey), A Polonowita (Cey), D Heyn (Cey), S Mian (Pak), Buddy Reid (Cey), A Butt (Pak), A
Kadir (Pak), M Hassan (Pak), F Hamid (Pak), Mano Ponniah (Cey), S Deveraj (Cey), A Igbal (Pak).

Seated: Majid Khan (Manager Pak), lan Pieris (Cey), J Burki (Cey), H | K Fernando (Cey), Imtiaz Ahmed (Pak Capt),
Robert Senanayake (Cey President), Michael Tissera (Cey Capt), Intikab Alam (Pak), Abu Fuard (Cey), F
Aizzuzadeen (Pak), Nisal Seneratne (Cey Secretary)

On Ground: R Perera (Cey Scorer), Don Thomas (Cey Masseur), Gulam Abbas (Pak)
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SCORECARD

Close of Play:

Day 1: Ceylon 152, Pakistan 'A" 38/4 (? ?*)

Day 2: Pakistan 'A' 99, Ceylon 137, Pakistan 'A' 27/2 (? ?%)

Ceylon 1%t innings

TCT Edward ¢ Imtiaz Ahmed b Asif Igbal 17
CEM Ponniah ¢ Bashir Mian b Intikhab Alam | 26
BG Reid ¢ Bashir Mian b Farooq Hamid | 7
*MH Tissera lbw b Pervez Sajjad | 33
CTM Devaraj st Abdul Kadir b Intikhab Alam | 7
Pl Pieris ¢ Javed Burki b Intikhab Alam | 0
+HIK Fernando ¢ Shafqgat Rana b Pervez Sajjad | 31
N Chanmugam b Pervez Sajjad | 14
MAH Fuard ¢ Bashir Mian b Intikhab Alam | 3
A Polonowita Not out 4
Darrell WL Lieversz | lbw b Pervez Sajjad | 1
Extras b3,1b3 nb3) 9
Total All out, 79.4 overs 152

Fow: 1-33, 2-50, 3-53, 4-91, 5-91, 6-99, 7-130, 8-147, 9-151, 10-152.

Bowling 0 MR | W

Farooq Hamid | 15 6 |29 |1

Asif Igbal 8 2 |15 (1

Intikab Alam 30 13|51 |4

Pervez Sajjad | 264 | 10 | 48 | 4

Pakistan 'A’ 1st innings

FS Aizazuddin | lbw b Lieversz 0
+Abdul Kadir c Tissera b. Pieris 27
Bashir Mian ¢ Ponniah b Lieversz 0
Javed Burki ¢ Fernando b Lieversz 22
Faroog Hamid | ¢ Edward b. Chanmugam | 0
Ghulam Abbas | ¢ Fuard b Lieversz 1
*Imtiaz Ahmed b Lieversz 4
Shafgat Rana st Fernando b Chanmugam | 19
Intikhab Alam | lbw b Chanmugam | 9
Asif Igbal ¢ Fuard b Chanmugam | 11
Pervez Sajjad Not out 1
Extras (b5) 5
Total All out, 41.3 overs 99

Fow: 1-0, 2-0, 3-37, 4-38, 5-41, 6-45, 7-58, 8-77, 9-94, 10-99.

Bowling 0 M|R | W
Lieversz 17 8 |40 |5
Pieris 10 3 (261
Fuard 2 2 [0 |0
Chanmugam | 123 | 4 | 28 | 4
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Ceylon 2™ innings

TCT Edward Ilbw b Intikhab Alam | 20
CEM Ponniah b Asif Igbal 2
BG Reid b Intikhab Alam | 20
*MH Tissera low b Intikhab Alam | 0
CTM Devaraj st Abdul Kadir b Pervez Sajjad | 19
PI Pieris ¢ Intikhab Alam b Pervez Sajjad | 4
+HIK Fernando Ilbw b Intikhab Alam | 1
N Chanmugam b Intikhab Alam | 13
MAH Fuard Not out 11
A Polonowita b Intikhab Alam | 19
Darrell WL Lieversz b Intikhab Alam | 0
Extras (b 12,1b 12, nb 4) 28
Total All out, 57.3 overs 137

FoW: 1-19, 2-60, 3-60, 4-66, 5-71, 6-72, 7-97, 8-112, 9-133, 10-137.

Bowling 0] M|R | W

Farooq Hamid | 9 4 1710

Asif Igbal 6 2 |15 |1

Intikab Alam 22319 |41 17

Pervez Sajjad | 20 8 362

Pakistan 'A’' 2nd innings

FS Aizazuddin | Ibw b Pieris 1
+Abdul Kadir b. Lieversz 9
Bashir Mian st Fernando b Lieversz 8
Javed Burki Ibw b Lieversz 62
Faroog Hamid | Not out b. Chanmugam | 12
Ghulam Abbas | lbw b Polonowita 1
*Imtiaz Ahmed | C Devaraj b Lieversz 4
Shafgat Rana Ibw b Polonowita 16
Intikhab Alam | lbw b Polonowita 14
Asif Igbal c Reid b Chanmugam | 12
Pervez Sajjad C Devaraj b. Fuard 6
Extras (b 10, b 4) 14
Total All out, 66.4 overs 149

FoW: 1-25, 2-25, 3-27, 4-102, 5-111, 6-125, 7-129, 8-149, 9-149, 10-149.

Bowling O M R W
Lieversz 184 7 28 4
Pieris 15 7 35 1
Fuard 4 1 8 1
Chanmugam 13 6 19 1
Polonowita 16 6 45 3
Bowling 0 M|R | W
Lieversz 184 |7 |28 | 4
Pieris 15 7 35| 1
Fuard 4 118 1
Chanmugam | 13 6 |19 |1
Polonowita 16 6 [45 |3

Courtesy of cricinfosrilanka
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First day
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Second day
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Third day
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DARRELL PRACTICING AT THE SSC
PRIOR TO ONE OF THE THREE
INTERN_,?\TT'IQNAL GAMES OF 1964
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me has its reward a.nd a strlking example of this is the perfor-

inance of former Royal skipper and Colts cricketer Darrell Lieversz,
hostile bowling against Pakistan paved the way for the first ever win

Ceylon in an unofficial Test match.

at
dis-

com-
alone

Lieversz, who is planting
Neboda Estate tgo

trict hag little tlme for
petitive  cricket, leave

practising with his team-mates.| ..

‘When called for practices he was
unable to come to Colombo and
neither could he come down for
the first trial. Lieversz however
practised daily by himself at
the Tebuwana Club, bowling
over after over at a stump on a| ¢
concrete pitch.

Lieversz has been wel] known
gince his school days for his
*  accurate bowling and vicious in-

“swinger both with the new ball
and the old. It got him scores of| the
wickets in Inter-School cricket
&nd glso in Club games, But it
was only when he developed bow-
ling the ball that went away
from the batsmen did he become
the bowler of Test cla.n which
he is now.
: PEAK FORM
'I‘obuwargfﬁg %.i: ﬁvmalgaf{)rg

pe

to wreck

with his hostile bowling, It was
his sensational first over on Fri-
d&y which ted in their col-
“ to In Il:oa,ll he got
who g k on his
beaten neck and

to be out bw. Off his sixth
balf Mian could do little against
the inswinger ang popged up a.n
down?or na run.s in that nrst

| 5

i

to opener it his

Lieversz also had the satisfac-
tion of dismissing Test batsmen
Imtiaz Ahmed and Javed Burki

in both innings. Imtiaz Ahmed
did not have a clue against the
winger, being bowled in the
first innings, and offering a sim-
ple é:atch to leg slip in the se-

BURKI TOO

He fooled Burki with the ball
that left the bat in both innings.
%gethe Biu:ll‘n icl%uld not geg

measure of the inswinger an

{1 Ila.s%ed at one which he
thoug was coming in, But it
was the on

oving awa d
Burki got a o % a%.

Fernando to hold the eatch In
the second Burkl was raj on
the pad three times by in-
awm er and then was beaten by

ra.ight one on the stum;
be out Ibw. This was great bo
ling indeed.

A gem of a ball wastheone
that dismissed Kardir in the
cond innings. Kardir played tor-
wnrd an inswinger

etel and the ba.ll cli
the eg stump, L

th a match bag of 9 for 68
1n 25.4 overs, a rich reward for
his outstanding bowling ang his
hard practice at Tebuwana.

ENTHUSIAST

~Lieversz’s boss Mike Ondaatjie
has been responsible for him con-
tin: n first cla.ss cricket here.
Ondaa ie who ghyed for Tri-
nity College and the Police is an
ardent cncket enthusiast
been through his en-
couragement that Lieversz has
been able to practise at

miss
ed

wana and bowl Ceylon to vie-|-ed
tory.

Colts cricket CIub can be well
proud of the
was Darrell’s tather ung

to| which

ed| led well againggstf:
ed he did not meet with success

and| the covers for four
himse!

whose
for

has been their stalwart for the
past 39 years and both father
and son have shone for the
Club. Douglas played for _the!
Club while still at Roya]l College,
and is posséssor of a re-
markable record as an all-round
sport.smséx ﬁsgd :la,dnéinistc:l;attor He
captaine yal at cricket, rug-
ggr football and athletics and

en captaineq the Colts and
won his Ceylon cap against Jack
Ryder’s team in 1935.

A RECORD

When Darrell captained Royal
in 1962 he finished the - season
with 60 wickets for an average‘
of 838 per wicket, He then
broke into first class Club crick-
et by cal ?turing 72 wickets last
season for Colts, a record for
Ceylon cricket that will be hard
to beat, He finisheq with, an
average of 9.78 runs per wmket
is remarkable in itself.
Vi i fp SR
c an y
match versus the Madras crlcket
Association with six wickets
the second inn He also

Australians
in the one day fixture although

mpire M. A. Jayasinghe who
omda. ed in that match said “Lie-
versz bowled a beaut&to Norman
O'Neill as he came It was a
wicket as the ball left I_.ieversz's
woon gt v et
good 1 in
batsman. It would have _beaten|
many batsmen but O'Neil show-‘
ed the stamp of class as t
forward angq crashed it thx'ough
Lievemﬁ
will
e that o'Nem play-

ATHLETE

Cricket mn.s woud have noti
i who| the speed with which_Lie s

Versz
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ylon
metres. record represented
Oeylon at the GANEFO Ga.mes
in J h'm’thescul’le 200 and 400 2
me team 3
Au.stra“lia t{eam ago,  Lie-
versz did onally well on
that tour d a,s in athletics his
natural buﬂ tggslcal fit-

Athletic fans will remember his
classic duels with Ceylon’s lead-
ing sprinter La.kshman de Alwis
over the 200 an 400 metres

meversz i doubtedly

ead of the Ceylon attack
for e Indian tour and should
be our leadmg wicket-taker again
uring the uava.n%zguttu

for the ga
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On the strength of his bowling performances Darrell was picked for the Ceylon team that
toured India in 1964-65. The team played three unofficial four-day tests.

CEYLON TEAM, INDIAN TOUR, 1964 - 65
ANE gl

N L ~ 9 e SR - = - 24
Standing top row L to R: T.C.T. Edwards, D.P. de Silva, N. Frederick, R. Fernando, M.L. Idroos
Standing middle row L to R: M. Devaraj, N. Chanmugam, C.E.M. Ponniah, D.W. L. Lieversz,
L. Rodrigo, S. Dias, D. Weerasinghe

Seated L to R: S. Jayasinghe, A. Fuard, M. Tissera (captain), H.l.K. Fernando, A. Polonowita,
N. Seneratne (manager)

Ceylon were comprehensively beaten in the first two tests. Ceylon turned the tables in the
final test which was played on a rain affected wicket. Ceylon declared 45 runs behind India on
the first innings and went on to skittle the Indian team for 66 runs on a moisture affected

wicket. Ceylon reached the winning target of 112 in 55.2 overs with captain Tissera hitting the
winning run.

Final club season

Darrel played his final season for the Colts under Premaratne in 1964-65 and this season is
discussed in a chapter following. He was transferred to Duckwari Estate, Rangala, on 15t
March 1965. At Rangala he was unable to practice, and he lost his place in the Ceylon team

as he could only play Donovan Andree trophy and Daily News trophy cricket for Kandy SC and
Dimbula CC, without any practice.
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Darrell explained how he had lost his competitiveness by 1965 —

| felt very guilty when | applied for a promotion transfer to Duckwari Estate, Rangala; a
Stirling Company in the Kandy District. Mike advised me against it, saying that | would be
putting my cricketing future in jeopardy. It was a very difficult decision but at that time, it
seemed to be the correct thing to do as | had to think of my future career in planting. |
decided to leave Neuchatel thus ending my cricket at the Colts. Shortly after | moved to
the Kandy District, | was selected to play for Ceylon against England captained by Mike
Smith in the first of two games in Colombo but was dropped for the second game. It was
disappointing but this was exactly what Mike Ondaatje predicted. | continued playing
Donovan Andre and Daily News Trophy cricket for Kandy Sports Club and the Dimbula
Cricket Club without the benefit of any practice between games due to the distances | had
to travel making it an extremely difficult situation.

| played one more game representing the Central Province captained by Bertie Gomez
against England at Asgiriya led by Colin Cowdrey. | fared better as a batsman in this game
when Sugi Rajaratnam (a fellow Royalist) and | hit Robin Hobbs for 3 sixes each into the
Timber Sawmill”

Beating the Colts
In 1968 he played for the Kandy team that lost to the Colts in a Daily News trophy game. The

game was declared null and void due to an irregularity and in the rematch, Kandy beats the
Colts comfortably. He showed that he hadn’t totally lost his fire by capturing five wickets.
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Colts ‘B’
triumph

KANDY, Friday,

A glorious iuti.ugs oOr 60
by former Arinilian and Agri-
cuiturist Anil Raiwatte and
Some fne seam bowiing by
SKkipper HKaud Azam 3 for
19 and A Wickremaratne 4
for 25 enabled the Co.ts CC,
‘B’ team to register an ex-
citing 61 run first innings
win over Kaady Cricket C-0

SCOREBOARD

COLTS CC 'B’—I1st Innings
| Rauff Azzam lbw b Licversz 9,
| A. Rambukpotha c¢ Licverss b
| Berenger 12: Sunil Fernando, b
Berenger 34: Anil] Ratwaite,
low b Gunnoruwa 60: Eardiey
Lieversz b Alwis 21, Garrick
Soysa, ¢ Wijekoo:n, b Gunawar-
dena 12: E, Melder lbw b
Berenger 19, 'ronv Perera lbw b
Berenger 8, G. Manuel b Alwis
4; V., Wickremaratne b Alwis 0:
A Tawrence not out 0: Extras
5: Total 185.

FALL: 14, 43, 67. 115, 128,
162, 180. 182, 185, 185.

BOWLING: D W. L, Lieverss
Jur.  14—2—38—1, Malcolm
Berenger ‘32—8-56—4, Asoka
Gunawardena 21—0—-49—1, Ajit
Gannoruwa 5—0—20—1. D, D,
P. de Alwis 6—-1—-17—3,

Kandy beaten

Colts CC “B" scored & con-
vincing first win over
Kandy CC in i “Daily
News” trophy cricket match
played at Kandy recently. A

- well compiled 60 runs by Anil

Ratwatte helped Colts to
make 185. In reply the Up-
country team scored 124 A.
Wickramaratne (4 for 25) and
~— R, Assam (3 for 19) bowled
well for Colts,

Colts 185 (8, Fernando 35;
A. Ratwatte 60; E. Lieversz 22;
E. Melder 20;
4—55; P, de
Kandy 124 (R, Morrel 32; T,
B. Marasinghe 26; Dr. M. W,
Robert.s 20; R, Assam 3—19;

KANDY CRICKET CLUBIst Wickramaratne 4—35; T,
Innings H Perm 2—138).
Randy Morrel, ¢ and b Perera
Kandy CC.. who ficlded al- 31: Bertie Gomesz, ¢ Rambukk-
most an Up-Counlry XI have potha, b Azzam 5: Daya Amara-
only themselves to blame ior singhe, st Fernando, b Azzam
this defeat as they resorted 7: M. B, Wijekoon ¢ Lieversz b
to negative tactics from the Azzam 1: T B. Marasinghe, b
very seart of the game, Mal- Ratwatte 28: Dr M _W. Roberw.
colm Berenzar, the Kandy ! ¢ Melder, b Perera 20:
skipper won the toss = and Gunawardena, lbw b w:ckre-
put the Colts in to bat, maratne 12: D .D. P. de Alwis
The Colts lost two  early lbw be Wickremaratne 6, Darrel
wickets but sound  batting Lieversz not out 4; A  Gaa-
by Anil Ratwatte 60 with & noruwa, lbw b Wickremaraine
fours and a six Sunil Fer- 12: M. Berenger b Wickrema-
nando 34, Eardley Lieversz, ° = ratne 0 Extras 9: Total 124
Royal skipper 21 Garrick BOWLING: D H. Lawrence
Soysa 12 and E_Melder 19 10—2—36—0, Rauff Azzam 9—2
helped them to total  1&5 —19—3, A. Wickremaratne 13—
runs 1—26 -4 Anil Ratwatte 5 0—
The Coits batted till 3 pm 16—1, T, Perera T—1—18—2,
as the Kandy bowling was
tight with Maleolm Bere 3
keeping the batsmen tied d0wn
from one end ~ Berenger's
final figures were 32 overs
f maidens. 56 runs for 4 wic-
kets
Left with the task of mak-
ing 186 runs for victory 1
less that even time, the early
Kandy batsmen lost their
w1ckets chasing the xuns and

tinme
Opener Randy Morrel top
scored with an elegant 31,
while T. B_ Marasinghe 28,
with & fours, Dr. Michael
Roberts 20 and Asoka Gunawsr-
| dena 12 were the only other
Kandvans to enter double
figures,
With this defeat Kandy CC
have lost their  chanceg of
i emerging as leaders  in their
| Group..

in ~ their Group II encounter
of the Daily News Tropay
Compe _;tion,

Opening the batting for Kandy was Randy Morrell who was twice bowled by Darrell in the
1961 Royal-Thomian and caught behind off Darrell in 1962, for three scores under five,
including a duck. Malcolm Berenger, a one-time outstanding fast bowler, secured 4 for 56 off
32 overs, and put pressure on all the Colts batsmen.

The second top scorer for Kandy was Michael Roberts, a connoisseur of cricket who has
written two subliminal books on Sri Lankan cricket, where he tackles the political and social
aspects of the game. They are Essaying cricket: Sri Lanka and beyond, and Crosscurrents: Sri
Lanka and Australia at cricket.
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Gunawardena &
I ieversz
help Kandy

KANDY. Thursday.

A HURRIVANE 90 vy A-uka
< Gunaw4ldena, the ~National
~oco-iS click€t from Gampola
4nd some hoSille pace 0dowling
by former Ceylon ‘Cap’ D, W. L,
Liversz Jnr, who capguréd 5 for
18 enabléd the Kéndy (Cricket
CUlub to regiSter an eaSy 203-run
first innings win Over Cojtg CC
B in their ‘Dally News' Trophy
crickct  encounter played — at
Kaiugastota reécently,

On an eﬂl‘ly occasion when
these two teadms met in Kandy,
the Colts ‘B’ who weére led by
Rauff Azzam gcored an exciting
victory oyer the Kandy -t€am,
but on a protést lodged by the
Kandy CC, the Board of Control
for Cricket in Ceylon, set a side
that decision and ordered a re-
pldy as one member of that
Colts side had ealli®r turned
up for another Club, ;

Kandy CC took sweet reVenge
this time ag&inst the Colts ‘B’
sidge that only had 9 plavers on
the field and gcompleted the pre-
liminary league matches with an
Unpeatén record and now head
the League Table, in their
Groyp.

Kandy Cricket Club took first

lease of the wicket and amassed

266 for 6 declared Op®ners P.
D Bulankul®me 53 gnd T. B.
Badurdeen 33 added 81 runs end

lald the foundation for a huge

Kandy total Asoka Gunawar.
deno 90 with 18 fours and a six
was unlorgunate to miss a well
deserved century. Of the ]ater
bdtsmen Ajit- Gannorywa 42 and
Malrice Peilis 27 made us€ful
contriputions, C, Warne 3 for
102 and A. Wickremaratne 2 for
90 shared the wickets.

In réeply the Colts ‘B’ bats-
men failed against the meénac-
ing pace of Ce¥lon ‘c8p’ Darrel
Livelsz 5 for 18 and leg spinner
Asoka Gunawardena 2 %or 6 and
their 9 batSmen were dismissed
lor a 'paltry 63.

Being forced to follow on the
visiting team fared g  little
better in their r2nd eSs8y and
Were 70 for 3 at close, V. Guna-
waldena 31 .and M. Rajasing-
ham 16 added 51 valnable runs
for the 4th wicket without peing
separated, -

Kandy CC 1st Innings: 266 for
8 decla’®d (P D. Bulankulame
53, T. E. Badurdeen 33, Asoké
Gunawardena 90, Ajit Ganno-
ruwa 42. Maurice Peiris not oyt
27, A. Wickreméaraine 2 for 90,
C. Warne 3 for 102).

Colts - €C ‘B’ 1st Innings: 63
(V. Gunawardeng 22, Darre]
Liversz 5 for 18, A. Gunawar-
dena 2 for 1, D. D. C. Alwis ]
for 1).- = 3ig

Colts CC ‘B’ 2nd Innings: (M.
Rajasingham not out 16, V.
Gunawardena not out 31)

The Colts had only nine players on the field and headed their group table. But that shouldn’t
take anything away from Darrell Lieversz.
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What might have been

Interestingly, Darrell was 19 years when he had that phenomenal season with the Colts. He
was a mere 21 years of age, an age at which fast bowlers are still developing, when he was
lost to first class cricket. Yet within this extraordinarily brief career, he walked like a colossus.
In two successive seasons, 1961-62 and 1962-3, as a schoolboy cricketer and then as a club
cricketer he dominated the game in Sri Lanka to an extent no one has before or after. And in
August 1964, a month after he had turned 21, he was Ceylon’s leading wicket taker in his
country’s first win at the international level, which was against Pakistan.

And what is creditable is that he had batsmen at sea not through pace or bounce, but through
movement in the air. In 1962-63 experienced club cricketers who had no problems with other
top bowlers were all at sea to Darrell’s late in swing. The level of deception was so high that
batsman after batsman were being comprehensively bowled.

If he had remained in cricket, international batsmen such as Norman O’Neill would probably
have had his measure. But he would have continued to trouble batsman at the club level as
he matured and figured out ways to combat batsmen who used their pads or batted outside
their creases to him. His craft and intelligence would have kept him ahead of innovative
batting techniques.

If history had taken a different course, and Darrell had enjoyed a normal run of luck, he could
have looked back and felt that in the first 21 years of his life he had achieved as much glory in
cricket as he could have. But cricket, like life, is full of glorious (and often inglorious)
uncertainties, and usually rewards lesser mortals more handsomely than it does those who
make an impact. (At the age of 22 years the chronicler had already lived his cricketing dreams
and had sufficient memories to last him a lifetime and to this day, to be queried about them.)
Such is life.

Two Royalist pacemen who were masters of the art of swing

In 2014 the chronicler had an interesting conversation with Chris Chitty who in 1967 opening
the bowling for Royal almost matched Darrell’s manner of cutting a swathe through school
batsmen. In contrast to Darrell, Chris moved the ball away but, not unlike Darrell, understood
what swing bowling was about and how to go about implementing it. Chris explained to him
how after reading an instructional book by Keith Miller he practiced arduously to turn theory
into reality. At under 16 practice he took the master in charge by surprise who requested that
he repeat his deliveries to prove that his first delivery wasn’t a fluke.

Chris Chitty remarked that he and Darrell were the only Royalists of the sixties who

understand the art of swing. The chronicler concurs because compared to them the rest
merely moved the ball off the seam and relied on pace.
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Hence, Darrell’s in-swing bowling was a unique phenomenon which took swing bowling in Sri
Lanka to unsurpassed heights. Darrell troubled all and sundry, included some of Sri Lanka’s
most experienced batsmen. For instance, Vernon Prins decided it was time to retire after
being confounded by Darrell. Darrell’s craft was the fast-bowling equivalent of a spinner’s
guile.

Life is rarely fair

When Darrell looks back on what might have been he has some regrets about sacrificing
cricket for career. It was a decision he made with the best knowledge available at the time.
He went for what appeared to be a career opportunity that was too good to be rejected.
Looking back he wishes he stayed in Colombo and pursued his cricket career.

But the regret that the chronicler has as, a Royalist and a Colt, is that Darrell’s performances
failed to generate a win for Royal against St. Thomas’ and a Sara triumph for the Colts.
Darrell’s phenomenal performances deserved to generate such an outcome for there was a
sense of inevitability about it. There were players with less brilliant performances to their
credit who were in winning teams.

No one deserved to lead Royal victory against St. Thomas’ as Darrell did in view of his
stupendous bowling feats which had Royalists feeling like they were walking on air. While
Royal always was more than a match for most schools, St. Thomas had Royal’s measure until
1967. However, the chronicler felt that 1962, with Darrell in the side, Royal has its best chance
in years to beat St. Thomas’. Unfortunately for Royal Darrell lost the toss?.

And no one deserved to be a member of a winning Sara team than Darrell did in 1962-63.
Even on that final day he had the side that took out the trophy all at sea. All it would have
taken was the umpire to have lifted his finger once and made a commonsense decision.

1n the two-day Royal-Thomian the side batting first always controlled the game. The side batting first, providing it had
wickets in hand, could pile on the runs in the hour before tea. The lunch break takes the pressure off the batsman in a way
the overnight break doesn’t. After lunch one can consolidate and build on the work done by the earlier batsmen.

When one commences an innings after tea, batsmen tend to play for the close. There is no continuity between batting
after tea and batting after the overnight break. In one instance the batsmen have an eye on the clock and fail to create a
momentum which can be built upon the next day. There is no continuity between batting after tea and batting after the
overnight break. In one instance the batsmen have an eye on the clock and fail to create a momentum which can be built
upon the next day. And even then it takes time for the batsmen to settle and adjust on a brand new morning.

This theory was borne out in 1968 and 1969 when Royal won the toss and batted first. Except for 1960, when Royal batted
first, from the mid-fifties onwards, STC always Royal on the ropes.

Equally important is the late afternoon humidity in Colombo in March. Darrell exploited these conditions against the
Peterites, who were jaded after fielding for two sessions.
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An opportunity for club glory lost

Darrell played infrequently for the Colts after the 1962-63 season, and throughout the sixties,
as the chronicler followed the Colts around and witnessed the level of mediocrity reached by
the club’s first XI he constantly dreamt of what could have been. The chronicler couldn’t help
but wonder what the Colts could have achieved with Darrell still in the side. Even if he never
reproduced the form of 1962-63, he would still have made a difference and the Colts would
surely have taken out the Sara trophy at least once in the sixties.

Over a ten-year period, Darrell could have teamed up with fast bowlers such as Samsudeen,
Gunaratne, Dharmarajah, Maye, Samarasekera and Robertson. He would have been the rock
around which promising fast bowlers could have matured and performed to their full
potential. He would have captained and brought much needed discipline to the team. Finally,
he could have brought the best talent to the club and ended the club’s overreliance on
cricketers from St. Anthony’s, Wesley and St. Peter’s.

But he would have had to have base himself in Colombo to achieve all this. Even though he
broke into the Ceylon team while planting in Kalutara his bowling for the Colts didn’t quite
match the effectiveness of his inaugural year. Hence, it was his venture into planting that set
back the Colts. If he planted inswingers as opposed to tea he could have played for the Colts
until he was 35. Medium paced bowlers can be effective for a longer period than pace
bowlers. The latter lose their effectiveness when with a slight drop in their speed, batsmen
can pull them to leg or adjust their strokes. Darrell was more like Bertie Wijesinghe who was
capturing wickets in Sara trophy games at the ripe old age of 45.

Quite ironically, Darrell gave up planting and left for Canada in 1976 at the age of 33. In

retrospect, he could have taken up a desk job in Colombo and played for the Colts for ten
years at least rather than pursue a career in planting, which turned out to be short lived.
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Three Colts bowling greats

TOMMY KELAART DARRELL LIEVERSZ CHAMINDA VAAS

3
M

Courtesy of Darrell Lieversz

Seventy-three years after Tommy Kelaart made his first appearance for the Colts in 1889 at
the age of 17, Darrell Lieversz made his appearance for the Colts at the age of 19 years and
had a similar impact. If he had continued to play for the Colts, he would surely have had the
same influence on the Club’s fortunes as Tommy Kelaart did. The Colts had to wait for another
28 years for a bowler to arrive on the scene and take the club to the top and represent the
country with distinction in a manner similar to Tommy Kelaart. Chaminda Vaas made his
debut for the Colts in 1990 at the age of 16 years. And being a left-arm bowler, he may be
considered a reincarnation of the legendary Tommy.
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