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1964 – THREE INTERNATIONAL TEAMS 

n the 15th of April the Australian team touring England played a one day friendly at the 
Oval. The chronicler found it simply magical watching the Australians such as O’Neill, 
Burge, Hawke, Cowper, Lawry et al practice on the green in front of the dressing room.  

Norm ascendant 

Norman O’Neill was a nervous starter and inconsistent. He tended to open out too early and 
be chest on. 

But in 1964 his place in the team wasn’t in jeopardy. Frank Worrell writing in the newspapers 
rated him just below Sobers. 

When O’Neill drove Darrell through the covers in a one-day game played at the Oval on 15th 
April, he was all class. It happened in a flash. Yet even the umpire thought that he was a goner 
when Darrell delivered a typical late inswinger. 

THE AUSTRALIANS, 1964 

 
L to R: Anurudha Poloniwita, Norton Frederick, Darrell Lieversz, Sathi Coomaraswamy, 

Johnny Martin, an official from Ceylon Board of Control, Norman O’Neil, Michael Tissera 

(hidden), H.I.K Fernando . 

O’Neill didn’t have good tour of the Windies in 1965. But his remarks about Griffith’s bowling 
action was probably his downfall. 

At the end of 1965 a nineteen-year-old upstart from Dungog, who attended the same school 
as the chronicler’s wife to be, was knocking on the door. The chronicler initially resented Doug 
Walters for replacing his hero but changed his mind after he scored successive centuries. 

O’Neill had a great Sheffield Shield season while the Aussies were being hammered in South 
Africa in 1966-67. He was expected to return to the national side. But he retired due to an 
arthritic condition, which had affected his knees. 

O 
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No one could play off the back foot as good as him.  O’Neill was one of the most talented and 
gifted batsman Australia has ever produced. He played shots that the average batsman 
couldn’t even contemplate.  Cricket was robbed by his inability to come good on his promise. 

As much as the chronicler is grateful for batsmen such as Smith and Labuschagne, they cannot 
hold a candle to O’Neill. But modern-day cricketers are professional. They are obsessed with 
batting and practice incessantly. O’Neill was of a different era where cricketers were more 
relaxed and cavalier in their approach to the game. 

Smith and Labuschagne are ugly to watch. O’Neill looked good walking into bat and even 
getting out. He was an aesthetically immaculate batsman. 

Darrell breaks Pakistan’s heart 
 
This was Ceylon’s first international and Darrell played a prominent part in it. He captured 5 
for 40 in the first innings (off 17 overs) and 4 for 28 (off 18.4 overs) in the second.  Ceylon 
scored 152 and 137. Pakistan made 99 and 149. (The Ceylon team was a led by a 25-year-old 
Thomian and had five other Thomians in it.) This reflects how dominant STC was in the Royal-
Thomians of the late fifties abetted by consistently winning the toss. 
 
The sole Royalist in the team was the only one capable of breaking the stranglehold the 
Thomians had on the Royal-Thomian. He would have done so in 1962 if he had won the toss. 
 
The game was played at the P. Saravanamuttu Oval on 28, 29, 30 August. The umpires were 
M.A. Jayasinghe and J.M.C. Jayasinghe. 
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CEYLON – PAKISTAN TEAMS, 1964 

  

Back Row: M Razick (Pak), M Illyas (Pak), Neil Chanmugam (Cey), S. Rana (Pak), P Sajjaad (Pak), Trevlyn Edwards 

(Cey), Darrell Lieversz (Cey) 

Middle Row:  M L Idroos (Cey), A Polonowita (Cey), D Heyn (Cey), S Mian (Pak), Buddy Reid (Cey), A Butt (Pak), A 

Kadir (Pak), M Hassan (Pak), F Hamid (Pak), Mano Ponniah (Cey), S Deveraj (Cey), A Iqbal (Pak). 

Seated:  Majid Khan (Manager Pak), Ian Pieris (Cey), J Burki (Cey), H I K Fernando (Cey), Imtiaz Ahmed (Pak Capt),  

Robert  Senanayake (Cey President),  Michael Tissera (Cey Capt), Intikab Alam (Pak), Abu Fuard (Cey), F 

Aizzuzadeen (Pak),  Nisal Seneratne (Cey Secretary) 

On Ground:  R Perera (Cey Scorer), Don Thomas (Cey Masseur), Gulam Abbas (Pak) 
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SCORECARD 

 
Close of Play: 

Day 1: Ceylon 152, Pakistan 'A' 38/4 (? ?*) 

Day 2: Pakistan 'A' 99, Ceylon 137, Pakistan 'A' 27/2 (? ?*) 

Ceylon 1st innings 

TCT Edward             c Imtiaz Ahmed       b Asif Iqbal             17 

CEM Ponniah            c Bashir Mian           b Intikhab Alam       26 

BG Reid                   c Bashir Mian           b Farooq Hamid         7 

*MH Tissera             lbw b Pervez Sajjad       33 

CTM Devaraj            st Abdul Kadir         b Intikhab Alam         7 

PI Pieris                   

 

c Javed Burki          b Intikhab Alam         0 

+HIK Fernando         c Shafqat Rana       b Pervez Sajjad        31 

N Chanmugam                                      b Pervez Sajjad 14 

MAH Fuard              c Bashir Mian          b Intikhab Alam          3 

A Polonowita   Not out  4 

Darrell WL Lieversz    lbw b Pervez Sajjad          1 

Extras                    b 3, lb 3, nb 3)                                      9 

Total All out, 79.4 overs  152 

Fow: 1-33, 2-50, 3-53, 4-91, 5-91, 6-99, 7-130, 8-147, 9-151, 10-152. 

 

Bowling O M R W 

Farooq Hamid              15 6 29 1 

Asif Iqbal 8 2 15 1 

Intikab Alam 30 13 51 4 

Pervez Sajjad 26.4 10 48 4 

 

Pakistan 'A' 1st innings 

FS Aizazuddin          lbw b Lieversz             0 

+Abdul Kadir           c Tissera              b. Pieris 27 

Bashir Mian c Ponniah           b Lieversz       0 

Javed Burki             c Fernando           b Lieversz     22 

Farooq Hamid          c Edward             b. Chanmugam 0 

Ghulam Abbas         c Fuard                b Lieversz             1 

*Imtiaz Ahmed                                   b Lieversz             4 

Shafqat Rana           

 

st Fernando         b Chanmugam      19 

Intikhab Alam          lbw b Chanmugam        9 

Asif Iqbal                c Fuard                b Chanmugam 11 

Pervez Sajjad     Not out  1 

Extras                    (b5)                                      5 

Total All out, 41.3 overs  99 

Fow: 1-0, 2-0, 3-37, 4-38, 5-41, 6-45, 7-58, 8-77, 9-94, 10-99. 

 

Bowling O M R W 

Lieversz              17 8 40 5 

Pieris 10 3 26 1 

Fuard 2 2 0 0 

Chanmugam 12.3 4 28 4 
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Ceylon 2nd innings 

TCT Edward             lbw       b Intikhab Alam                  20 

CEM Ponniah             b Asif Iqbal       2 

BG Reid                    b Intikhab Alam                  20 

*MH Tissera             lbw b Intikhab Alam                  0 

CTM Devaraj            st Abdul Kadir         b Pervez Sajjad        19 

PI Pieris                   

 

c Intikhab Alam                  b Pervez Sajjad        4 

+HIK Fernando         lbw       b Intikhab Alam                  1 

N Chanmugam                                      b Intikhab Alam                  13 

MAH Fuard              Not out           11 

A Polonowita    b Intikhab Alam                  19 

Darrell WL Lieversz     b Intikhab Alam                  0 

Extras                    (b 12, lb 12, nb 4)                        28 

Total All out, 57.3 overs  137 

FoW: 1-19, 2-60, 3-60, 4-66, 5-71, 6-72, 7-97, 8-112, 9-133, 10-137. 

 

Bowling O M R W 

Farooq Hamid              9 4 17 0 

Asif Iqbal 6 2 15 1 

Intikab Alam 22.3 9 41 7 

Pervez Sajjad 20 8 36 2 

 
Pakistan 'A' 2nd innings 

FS Aizazuddin          lbw b Pieris             1 

+Abdul Kadir            b. Lieversz 9 

Bashir Mian st Fernando                   b Lieversz       8 

Javed Burki             lbw           b Lieversz     62 

Farooq Hamid          Not out             b. Chanmugam 12 

Ghulam Abbas         lbw                b Polonowita            1 

*Imtiaz Ahmed                                  C Devaraj b Lieversz             4 

Shafqat Rana           lbw b Polonowita    16 

Intikhab Alam          lbw b Polonowita    14 

Asif Iqbal                c Reid               b Chanmugam 12 

Pervez Sajjad     C Devaraj b. Fuard 6 

Extras                    (b 10, lb 4)                               14 

Total All out, 66.4 overs  149 

FoW: 1-25, 2-25, 3-27, 4-102, 5-111, 6-125, 7-129, 8-149, 9-149, 10-149. 

 

Bowling                      O      M      R      W 

Lieversz                    18.4    7     28      4 

Pieris                      15      7     35      1 

Fuard                        4      1      8      1 

Chanmugam                   13      6     19      1 

Polonowita                  16      6     45      3 

 

Bowling O M R W 

Lieversz              18.4 7 28 4 

Pieris 15 7 35 1 

Fuard 4 1 8 1 

Chanmugam 13 6 19 1 

Polonowita 16 6 45 3 

 

Courtesy of cricinfosrilanka   
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First day 
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Second day 
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DARRELL LEADS THE TEAM OFF THE FIELD AFTER THE PAKISTAN FIRST INNINGS  
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Third day 
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DARRELL PRACTICING AT THE SSC  

PRIOR TO ONE OF THE THREE  

INTERNATIONAL GAMES OF 1964 
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On the strength of his bowling performances Darrell was picked for the Ceylon team that 
toured India in 1964-65. The team played three unofficial four-day tests. 
 

CEYLON TEAM, INDIAN TOUR, 1964 - 65 

 
Standing top row L to R: T.C.T. Edwards, D.P. de Silva, N. Frederick, R. Fernando, M.L. Idroos 

Standing middle row L to R: M. Devaraj, N. Chanmugam, C.E.M. Ponniah, D.W. L. Lieversz,  

L. Rodrigo, S. Dias, D. Weerasinghe 

Seated L to R: S. Jayasinghe, A. Fuard, M. Tissera (captain), H.I.K. Fernando, A. Polonowita, 

N. Seneratne (manager) 

 

Ceylon were comprehensively beaten in the first two tests. Ceylon turned the tables in the 
final test which was played on a rain affected wicket. Ceylon declared 45 runs behind India on 
the first innings and went on to skittle the Indian team for 66 runs on a moisture affected 
wicket. Ceylon reached the winning target of 112 in 55.2 overs with captain Tissera hitting the 
winning run. 
 
Final club season 
 
Darrel played his final season for the Colts under Premaratne in 1964-65 and this season is 
discussed in a chapter following.  He was transferred to Duckwari Estate, Rangala, on 15th 
March 1965. At Rangala he was unable to practice, and he lost his place in the Ceylon team 
as he could only play Donovan Andree trophy and Daily News trophy cricket for Kandy SC and 
Dimbula CC, without any practice. 
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Darrell explained how he had lost his competitiveness by 1965 – 

I felt very guilty when I applied for a promotion transfer to Duckwari Estate, Rangala; a 
Stirling Company in the Kandy District. Mike advised me against it, saying that I would be 
putting my cricketing future in jeopardy. It was a very difficult decision but at that time, it 
seemed to be the correct thing to do as I had to think of my future career in planting. I 
decided to leave Neuchatel thus ending my cricket at the Colts. Shortly after I moved to 
the Kandy District, I was selected to play for Ceylon against England captained by Mike 
Smith in the first of two games in Colombo but was dropped for the second game. It was 
disappointing but this was exactly what Mike Ondaatje predicted. I continued playing 
Donovan Andre and Daily News Trophy cricket for Kandy Sports Club and the Dimbula 
Cricket Club without the benefit of any practice between games due to the distances I had 
to travel making it an extremely difficult situation.   
I played one more game representing the Central Province captained by Bertie Gomez 
against England at Asgiriya led by Colin Cowdrey. I fared better as a batsman in this game 
when Sugi Rajaratnam (a fellow Royalist) and I hit Robin Hobbs for 3 sixes each into the 
Timber Sawmill”  

Beating the Colts 

In 1968 he played for the Kandy team that lost to the Colts in a Daily News trophy game. The 
game was declared null and void due to an irregularity and in the rematch, Kandy beats the 
Colts comfortably. He showed that he hadn’t totally lost his fire by capturing five wickets. 
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Opening the batting for Kandy was Randy Morrell who was twice bowled by Darrell in the 
1961 Royal-Thomian and caught behind off Darrell in 1962, for three scores under five, 
including a duck. Malcolm Berenger, a one-time outstanding fast bowler, secured 4 for 56 off 
32 overs, and put pressure on all the Colts batsmen. 

The second top scorer for Kandy was Michael Roberts, a connoisseur of cricket who has 
written two subliminal books on Sri Lankan cricket, where he tackles the political and social 
aspects of the game. They are Essaying cricket: Sri Lanka and beyond, and Crosscurrents: Sri 
Lanka and Australia at cricket.  
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The Colts had only nine players on the field and headed their group table. But that shouldn’t 
take anything away from Darrell Lieversz. 
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What might have been 

Interestingly, Darrell was 19 years when he had that phenomenal season with the Colts. He 
was a mere 21 years of age, an age at which fast bowlers are still developing, when he was 
lost to first class cricket. Yet within this extraordinarily brief career, he walked like a colossus. 
In two successive seasons, 1961-62 and 1962-3, as a schoolboy cricketer and then as a club 
cricketer he dominated the game in Sri Lanka to an extent no one has before or after.  And in 
August 1964, a month after he had turned 21, he was Ceylon’s leading wicket taker in his 
country’s first win at the international level, which was against Pakistan.   

And what is creditable is that he had batsmen at sea not through pace or bounce, but through 
movement in the air. In 1962-63 experienced club cricketers who had no problems with other 
top bowlers were all at sea to Darrell’s late in swing. The level of deception was so high that 
batsman after batsman were being comprehensively bowled. 

If he had remained in cricket, international batsmen such as Norman O’Neill would probably 
have had his measure.  But he would have continued to trouble batsman at the club level as 
he matured and figured out ways to combat batsmen who used their pads or batted outside 
their creases to him.  His craft and intelligence would have kept him ahead of innovative 
batting techniques. 

If history had taken a different course, and Darrell had enjoyed a normal run of luck, he could 
have looked back and felt that in the first 21 years of his life he had achieved as much glory in 
cricket as he could have. But cricket, like life, is full of glorious (and often inglorious) 
uncertainties, and usually rewards lesser mortals more handsomely than it does those who 
make an impact. (At the age of 22 years the chronicler had already lived his cricketing dreams 
and had sufficient memories to last him a lifetime and to this day, to be queried about them.)  
Such is life. 

Two Royalist pacemen who were masters of the art of swing 

In 2014 the chronicler had an interesting conversation with Chris Chitty who in 1967 opening 
the bowling for Royal almost matched Darrell’s manner of cutting a swathe through school 
batsmen. In contrast to Darrell, Chris moved the ball away but, not unlike Darrell, understood 
what swing bowling was about and how to go about implementing it.  Chris explained to him 
how after reading an instructional book by Keith Miller he practiced arduously to turn theory 
into reality. At under 16 practice he took the master in charge by surprise who requested that 
he repeat his deliveries to prove that his first delivery wasn’t a fluke.   

Chris Chitty remarked that he and Darrell were the only Royalists of the sixties who 
understand the art of swing. The chronicler concurs because compared to them the rest 
merely moved the ball off the seam and relied on pace. 
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Hence, Darrell’s in-swing bowling was a unique phenomenon which took swing bowling in Sri 
Lanka to unsurpassed heights. Darrell troubled all and sundry, included some of Sri Lanka’s 
most experienced batsmen. For instance, Vernon Prins decided it was time to retire after 
being confounded by Darrell.  Darrell’s craft was the fast-bowling equivalent of a spinner’s 
guile. 

Life is rarely fair 

When Darrell looks back on what might have been he has some regrets about sacrificing 
cricket for career.  It was a decision he made with the best knowledge available at the time.  
He went for what appeared to be a career opportunity that was too good to be rejected. 
Looking back he wishes he stayed in Colombo and pursued his cricket career. 

But the regret that the chronicler has as, a Royalist and a Colt, is that Darrell’s performances 
failed to generate a win for Royal against St. Thomas’ and a Sara triumph for the Colts. 
Darrell’s phenomenal performances deserved to generate such an outcome for there was a 
sense of inevitability about it. There were players with less brilliant performances to their 
credit who were in winning teams. 

No one deserved to lead Royal victory against St. Thomas’ as Darrell did in view of his 
stupendous bowling feats which had Royalists feeling like they were walking on air.  While 
Royal always was more than a match for most schools, St. Thomas had Royal’s measure until 
1967. However, the chronicler felt that 1962, with Darrell in the side, Royal has its best chance 
in years to beat St. Thomas’. Unfortunately for Royal Darrell lost the toss1.   

And no one deserved to be a member of a winning Sara team than Darrell did in 1962-63.  
Even on that final day he had the side that took out the trophy all at sea.  All it would have 
taken was the umpire to have lifted his finger once and made a commonsense decision. 

  

 
1 In the two-day Royal-Thomian the side batting first always controlled the game. The side batting first, providing it had 
wickets in hand, could pile on the runs in the hour before tea. The lunch break takes the pressure off the batsman in a way 
the overnight break doesn’t. After lunch one can consolidate and build on the work done by the earlier batsmen. 
When one commences an innings after tea, batsmen tend to play for the close.  There is no continuity between batting 
after tea and batting after the overnight break. In one instance the batsmen have an eye on the clock and fail to create a 
momentum which can be built upon the next day. There is no continuity between batting after tea and batting after the 
overnight break. In one instance the batsmen have an eye on the clock and fail to create a momentum which can be built 
upon the next day. And even then it takes time for the batsmen to settle and adjust on a brand new morning. 
This theory was borne out in 1968 and 1969 when Royal won the toss and batted first. Except for 1960, when Royal batted 
first, from the mid-fifties onwards, STC always Royal on the ropes.  
Equally important is the late afternoon humidity in Colombo in March. Darrell exploited these conditions against the 
Peterites, who were jaded after fielding for two sessions.  
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An opportunity for club glory lost 

Darrell played infrequently for the Colts after the 1962-63 season, and throughout the sixties, 
as the chronicler followed the Colts around and witnessed the level of mediocrity reached by 
the club’s first XI he constantly dreamt of what could have been. The chronicler couldn’t help 
but wonder what the Colts could have achieved with Darrell still in the side. Even if he never 
reproduced the form of 1962-63, he would still have made a difference and the Colts would 
surely have taken out the Sara trophy at least once in the sixties. 

Over a ten-year period, Darrell could have teamed up with fast bowlers such as Samsudeen, 
Gunaratne, Dharmarajah, Maye, Samarasekera and Robertson. He would have been the rock 
around which promising fast bowlers could have matured and performed to their full 
potential. He would have captained and brought much needed discipline to the team. Finally, 
he could have brought the best talent to the club and ended the club’s overreliance on 
cricketers from St. Anthony’s, Wesley and St. Peter’s. 

But he would have had to have base himself in Colombo to achieve all this. Even though he 
broke into the Ceylon team while planting in Kalutara his bowling for the Colts didn’t quite 
match the effectiveness of his inaugural year. Hence, it was his venture into planting that set 
back the Colts. If he planted inswingers as opposed to tea he could have played for the Colts 
until he was 35. Medium paced bowlers can be effective for a longer period than pace 
bowlers. The latter lose their effectiveness when with a slight drop in their speed, batsmen 
can pull them to leg or adjust their strokes. Darrell was more like Bertie Wijesinghe who was 
capturing wickets in Sara trophy games at the ripe old age of 45. 

Quite ironically, Darrell gave up planting and left for Canada in 1976 at the age of 33.  In 
retrospect, he could have taken up a desk job in Colombo and played for the Colts for ten 
years at least rather than pursue a career in planting, which turned out to be short lived. 
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Three Colts bowling greats 

TOMMY KELAART DARRELL LIEVERSZ CHAMINDA VAAS 

 

   Courtesy of Darrell Lieversz  

Seventy-three years after Tommy Kelaart made his first appearance for the Colts in 1889 at 
the age of 17, Darrell Lieversz made his appearance for the Colts at the age of 19 years and 
had a similar impact. If he had continued to play for the Colts, he would surely have had the 
same influence on the Club’s fortunes as Tommy Kelaart did. The Colts had to wait for another 
28 years for a bowler to arrive on the scene and take the club to the top and represent the 
country with distinction in a manner similar to Tommy Kelaart.  Chaminda Vaas made his 
debut for the Colts in 1990 at the age of 16 years. And being a left-arm bowler, he may be 
considered a reincarnation of the legendary Tommy.  


