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1964 – THE GOPALAN TROPHY 
 

he Colts story is intended to reveal to readers aspects of Ceylon cricketing history. It 
encapsulates national cricketing events that Colts players were involved in. In 1964 
Darrell Lieversz and Abu Fuard were in the national team. 

 
In 1964 Lyndon Johnson was returned to power after a landslide victory. The Beatles took the 
world and America by storm and Beatlemania went into overdrive. Other British groups also found 
success including The Rolling Stones and The Animals and together with the American acts such 
as The Supremes and Bob Dylan made 1964 one of the greatest years for music in the last century.  
 
1964 was also truly the year of the Colts opening bowler, Darrell Lieversz. He shone in the 
Gopalan trophy game and followed that with similar success against Pakistan.  This chapter 
deals with the Gopalan trophy game.  
 
Darrell commenced employment at Neuchatel Estate, Kalutara, on 15th May 1963, a few 
months after the completion of the 1962-63 Sara trophy season. He played two more 
seasons for the Colts although his availability for matches was hindered by the distance he 
had to drive for matches. But he was able to practice sufficiently to gain representative 
honours. How Darrell was able to plant and bowl makes interesting reading. 
 

“Very few planters had the opportunity of playing first class cricket. However, Mike 
Ondaatje who was my boss gave me complete support. Because I could not attend 
regular training in Colombo, he had a concrete cricket pitch built at his own expense 
at the Thebuwana Planter’s Club a few miles from Neuchatel, just so that I could 
practice my bowling. The Board of Control gave me a box of new balls and I used to go 
down to the Thebuwana Club with Mike Ondaatje in the evenings after work. I used 
to bowl at one stump and used a handkerchief to indicate where I should pitch the 
ball for good line and length. Mike used to stand behind the net and return the ball to 
me indicating where exactly the ball had pitched.” 
 

The Tebuwana Club was once a popular centre of social activity in the district, with hostel 
accommodation, a well-maintained cricket ground, and a nine-hole golf course. The club was 
then the hub of social activity. Today the Thebuwana bungalow is a three-star hotel. It is 
doubtful that the club is a hive of social activity although photos of members of yore still hang 
off the walls. It is also doubtful whether the golf course and cricket ground are well 
maintained. Times have changed and the social structure that supported club life is long gone. 
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The Gopalan trophy 
 
This match was played at the Oval from 7th to 9th April 1964.  Ceylon won by 6 wickets. 
 

First day 
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Second day 
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Third day lunch  
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UP MADRAS 
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Third day – post lunch 
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DARRELL LIEVERSZ LEADS THE TEAM IN TO THE PAVILION 
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CCA ALL-ROUND 
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The Gopalan trophy fixture was of great importance prior to Sri Lanka gaining test status. That 
all the information pertaining to a particular game has been pulled together and digitised 
contributes to the historical record of Sri Lankan cricket. Consequently, the history of the Colts 
is a lot more than mere club history. It impinges on aspects of national cricket in general at a 
particular period. 


