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ROBBED OF GLORY BY A WHISKER 
 

he Colts, University of Ceylon, NCC and SSC played each other once in the finals.  The 
Colts played all three games at their home ground. The Colts started off badly losing 
by an innings to the SSC but subsequently beat the NCC convincingly. While Darrell 

wasn’t economical against the S.S.C. (5-78) he fared much better against the N.C.C. (6-
45). 
 
An innings defeat 
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Five of the six SSC batsmen who featured in the first day’s play were ex Royalists, two of 
whom, C.H. Gunasekera and C.I. Gunasekera had played in teams that beat STC. 
Kodituwakku1, Senanayake and Samarasinghe were some of the demi-gods that the 
chronicler hero worshipped while studying at Royal Primary. They were up against the 
sole Royalist in the Colts, Darrell Lieversz, who had superseded the chronicler’s previous 
Royal cricketing heroes. 
 
The Colts lost by an innings to an SSC side that had three players over forty. Captain Bertie 
Wijesinghe, C.I. Gunasekera and Ben Navaratne. Perhaps if the Colts had batted first 
Darrell Lieversz could have put more pressure against the SSC batsmen, bowling against 
a total. As it was, the SSC relied on two batsmen for its runs. Probably, going into bat the 
Colts were demoralised following the SSC recovery. The only young bowler to capture 
wickets for the SSC was Sarath Wimalaratne who captured four wickets. But Bertie 
Wijesinghe and C.I. Gunasekera were amongst the wickets. And P.I Pieris whom the 
chronicler faced without much trouble in the early seventies, albeit when he was past his 
prime, could never have matched Darrell Lieversz in venom and ferocity at any age. 
The deciding factor was probably the bowling changes wrought by Bertie Wijesinghe, a 
very knowledgeable cricketer, who had coached the chronicler in 1961, because of which 
he made his house and school cricket debut in 1962. Bertie proved to be a shrewd old fox. 

 

1 Kodituwakku blossomed into an opening batsman after leaving school. He compensated for his lack of height thrown 

batting nonchalance and fluency. His positioning was immaculate and he fell into his shot. He was loose, supple, lithe and 

nonchalant. The chronicler recalls watching Tennekoon and Kodituwakku bat together on the Moors mat at Braybrooke 

Place. Tennekoon seemed contrived compared to Kodituwkku who fell into position so smoothly. When facing Lieversz he 

probably delayed his shot to negotiate late ball movement. 
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The SSC depended a lot on players in their twilight years. And maybe this told against 
them in the game against the Varsity. 
 
At the end of the first week of final round games, the SSC led followed by the University, 
who had beaten the NCC. The Colts were last and had to beat the NCC to have any hope 
of winning the competition. 
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AFTER THE FIRST ROUND 

 

  

 
The NCC succumb to the Colts 
 
At the end of the first day’s play, it seemed unlikely that the Colts would defeat the NCC 
because the total they looked likely to set was lower than which they had set the NCC in 
the previous game against the same side, a game which the Colts had lost. The only 
consolation was that the Colts were better at defending a total than chasing one. And in 
the absence of Premaratne’s contribution with the bat the Colts total would have been 
considerably less. 
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On Sunday morning the Colts proved their critics wrong. By 1.40 pm it was all over. The 
Colts had gained first innings points. 
 
H.I.K. Fernando, the centurion of the previous game between the two sides, scored 10. 
He failed in the second innings too. His century in the previous game against the Colts 
proved to be a one off. 
 
Tissera and Prins, the two batsmen whom Lieversz had dismissed for ducks in the game 
they lost to the NCC, did not play in this game. It is highly probable that Prins had given 
the game away. He did once remark to the chronicler that he retired from the game after 
being bowled by Lieversz. 
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Equally important as the Colts win was the Varsity win over the SSC. This meant that the 
Colts were almost on par with the SCC, their nemesis of the past week. Hence, the Colts 
were back in with a chance. But they had to beat the Varsity team.  
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Varsity come in as favourites 
 
Varsity was the only team out of the four finalists to have won two games. Hence, they 
came to Havelock Park as favourites. After all they had beaten the SSC who had beaten 
the Colts by an innings. 
 
Theoretically the SSC could have won the competition by beating the NCC. But the Varsity 
was expected to win their third game in a succession. 
 
The Varsity-Colts game was treated as a final despite the huge disparity in points between 
the two sides. It was Varsity’s game to win or lose and the Colts was there to play a 
supporting role in the Varsity’s expected coronation. It was a question of how dominant 
the Varsity would be in their march to triumph. 
 
The missing Colts bowlers 
 
When the season commenced Dorenagama and Lieversz opened the bowling with Burke 
coming in first change.  Yet, Dorenagama who fared better than Lieversz at the 
commencement of the season played in only one of the finals’ games. He surely would 
have made a difference considering that there was no real back up to Lieversz and Burke. 
Two of the five bowlers used against the Varsity were part timers (D.P. de Silva and Brian 
de Silva).   
 
Doranagama played in the game against the SSC without making much of an impact. It is 
probable that he was out of practice. Was Dorenagama who was in army, unable to obtain 
leave, or was he stationed too far away to attend practice and play in matches? 
 
Fuard absents himself 
 
However, the most notable absentee was the country’s number one spinner, Abu Fuard. 
He only played in the first two games for the season – against the Tamils and the 
Catamarans.  
 
Fuard failed as an opener in both innings against the Catamarans. He didn’t bat against 
the Catamarans where the Colts only lost five wickets. He was the sixth bowler to be used 
against the Tamil Union although he was brought on first change against the Catamarans. 
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Was there any animosity between Fuard and Premaratne? Did Fuard feel that he should 
have been captain? Did Premaratne, with the help of Anthonians such as Dorenagama, 
Burke and Samerasekera, engineer a coup? It is common knowledge that although it was 
expected that Premaratne would hold on to the captaincy for the next season Fuard 
successfully challenged Premaratne amidst much controversy and bitterness. 
 
Fuard played against Ted Dexter’s touring side in February 1962.  He played against the 
M.C.C later in that year in a one-day game at the Oval in which L.R. Goonetilleke clean 
bowled Dexter.  And he was in the pool of players to be coached by Leo O’Brien during 
the 1962-63 season2. So, there must have been a good reason for Fuard to be absent from 
the Colts team when the premier trophy was at stake.  
 
Although pure speculation, Fuard may have been peeved at being discarded as an 
opening batsman. He may have been brought on first change as a form of compensation, 
but the damage had been done. 
 
While T.N. Fernando appears to have been a useful bowler going by his 3 for 28 in the 
second NCC innings, if either Dorenagama or Fuard were available, Varsity would have 
struggled to reach 70 or lost another wicket, probably both, in its second innings. 
 
However, in the two previous games which were not rain interrupted, more overs were 
bowled by the Colts than their opponents. Under these circumstances, if the three missing 
bowlers were available it would have taken some of the burden off Lieversz and Burke 
and presented a more balanced and varied attack. After facing three fast bowlers the 
batsmen would have found Fuard deceptive. 
 
Fuard clearly put his petty grievances ahead of the club’s interests. For that he must surely 
head the club’s roll of dishonour. 
 
If the Colts had curtailed the SSC batting and obtained more NCC wickets, she would have 
trailed by far fewer points coming into the final game of the season.  Colts needed to be 
at full bowling strength much more than her three opponents because her batting was 
notoriously fragile which placed an extra burden on her bowlers. Hence, the absence of 
two of her top line bowlers was a tragedy. 
 
  

 

2 Thirty-one of the country’s leading cricketers were selected to attend coaching sessions held by Leo O’Brien at the Army 

Cricket Grounds at Galle Face. The Colts were represented by Darrell Lieversz, Abu Fuard and D.P. de Silva. 
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Darrell used his status as Royal’s captain in the previous season to bring in Malalasekera, 
fresh from his century in the Royal-Thomian, into the side. But given the gap between 
school and club cricket, Malalasekera would struggle to duplicate his big match form. 
More importantly, the Colts needed a specialist bowler more than a batsman.  
 
The legendary finish  

Cricket is often criticised for being slow and of long duration with nothing to show by way 
of completion.  However, the very unplanned nature of the flow of the game occasionally 
makes for tense finishes fraught with excitement. The game between the Colts and the 
University of Ceylon played in March of 1963 was one such game because it involved deft 
calculations by both captains and technical skills on the part of batsmen to deny 
opponents match points and to maximize the points accruing to one’s own team. 

It took 119 years for the Colts to win its first major premier trophy.  But it could have 
taken place 29 years earlier if the gods had looked down favourably on the Colts. 
However, the Colts can still take pride in being involved in one of the greatest games in 
the history of first-class cricket in Sri Lanka, and one which will never stop being spoken 
of by people who follow cricket at that level. The club was disappointed, but nonetheless 
ennobled by contributing to making the game a winner. 

At the beginning of the second day of the Royal game versus Wesley in 1969 the 
chronicler’s mind was solely on averting the follow on.  He hadn’t counted on being able 
to pursue victory and open his team to defeat after rescuing his team so gallantly.  
However, Wesley never stops talking about this game and as a result Royal is praised for 
her magnanimity in defeat.  Perhaps to end a disappointing season with a defeat and 
victory which are still etched in people’s minds, is a victory of sorts. 

Losing is always hard, particularly when one either has had the better of the exchanges 
or has contributed to one’s own demise by playing in a sportsmanlike fashion, because 
history is inevitably authored by the winners, or their spin doctors.  And this certainly is 
the case with the final game of the 1962-63 Sara season when Chase a crooked shadow 
was screening at the Liberty and David and Goliath at the Odeon, Kandy.  

The following pages feature two articles which described what was at stake for the teams 
involved and analysed their prospects.  The article by E.W. Rulach titled “Lieversz - 
Bulwark against the Varsity” appeared the Observer. The other article titled “Toss-luck 
will be an advantage” also appears to be an article that appeared in the Observer. 
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   LIEVERSZ – BULWARK  

   AGAINST UNIVERSITY 
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VARSITY stalwarts Buddy Reid and Mohanlal Fernando at practice for the match agaainst the Colts on 

Saturday. 

 

Although Alles and Lieversz may have been selective in their retention of newspaper 
reports of the two games to conclude the season, it does appear that the local press 
focused on the Colts versus Varsity game. This was because the Varsity were the only 
unbeaten team of the four finalists and were expected to romp home and claim the title 
without much difficulty. The Colts were merely a sideshow in the Varsity coronation 
ceremony.  
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First day 
 

 

 

 

  



 356 

 
 

 

  



 357 

A mere fraction of a point 

 Taken from an article by Wrong ‘Un 

Coming into the game, the Colts had 12.77 points to the Varsity’s 21.18. The Colts had to 
win on the first innings to have any chance of bridging the gap and commenced the 
process by declaring her first innings at 144 for seven wickets.  At this point Varsity led by 
8.39 points compared to 8.41 points before the start of the game.  If the rain returned at 
this point Varsity would have claimed the trophy. 

No doubt Varsity intended batting out the game and possibly gaining first innings points.  
But losing three wickets before lunch and five more after lunch and then declaring at 54 
for 8, Varsity led the Colts by.58 points.  

“Deadly” Darrell lived up to his name by capturing five Varsity wickets and conceding 
eleven runs. Darrell was never more deadly than he was in the period after lunch, and it 
was his efforts that set the stage for an exciting finish. 

If Varsity hadn’t declared and she was dismissed for say 60 runs, which was very likely the 
way in which Darrell was slicing through the Varsity batting, the Colts would have led by 
0.31 points.  Hence, the declaration was strategic more than sportsmanlike. 

When the Colts declared her second innings at 42 for 4 Varsity led by a mere 0.05 points.  
During the Varsity second innings, Colts obtained .40 points to Varsity’s .37 and therefore 
lost by .02 points. 

Darrell describes how he perceived the unfolding points situation – 

“I am not sure what the points situation was before the game. As far as I can remember (very 

vaguely), we had to get first innings points first. This happened when they suddenly declared 

before being all out. They must have had “bonus points” on their mind when they did this. 

Then the bonus points fun started after Colts went into bat. There were no electronic 

calculators around at that time and I could see all the budding accountants and academics 

getting together with pencil and paper planning the next move. All I remember when we 

were walking out to field for the final inning was that for every 20 runs, they scored we had 

to get 1 wicket. The rest is sad and frustrating history.” 



 358 

When four Varsity wickets fell in the second innings with 35 runs on the board Colts would 
have appeared to have been home and hosed. But Reid and Gurusinghe held on to take 
the score to 74 without further loss by close.  However, if the Colts had obtained a wicket 
on the last ball of the day, she would still have made it. She would have obtained an extra 
0.50 bonus points to Varsity’s 0.37, and a competition lead of 0.08 points, enough to get 
her over the line.  How Varsity managed to survive makes interesting discussion. 

All three of Darrell’s second innings wickets were to catches in the slips cordon. Hence, 
according to paper reports the batsmen left alone balls going down the leg side.  But even 
when Darrell had batsmen caught at short leg, they were to balls that were directed at 
the stumps. Indeed, he clean bowled four of his five first innings victims. 

The then LBW rule 

The batting technique of Reid has been complimented as highly as Carlyle Perera’s 
captaincy.  But in Darrell’s view the main culprit was the L.B.W. rule strictly implemented 
by the umpires.  Here is his view in response to my query as to whether they pretended 
to offer a shot or blatantly padded deliveries –  

“No, they were NOT offering a stroke. Their bats were up in the air and most often above their 
shoulders. Another thing they were doing was batting outside the crease and taking a 
“gigantic” step forward and not offering a stroke when they faced the delivery, probably to 
negate being caught by 2 leg slips and a short leg. Maybe the balls had pitched outside the 
line and hit the pads in line, but some umpires at the time preferred to turn down any LBW 
appeal if a batsman played so far forward even if it was a straight ball pitched in line with the 
stumps. It was very frustrating, but I suppose “that was Cricket” at the time.   
That used to be the rule but not today as you know. I can’t imagine how many more wickets 
we as bowlers could have got.!!!!” 

 

Today, a batsman can be adjudged L.B.W. when not offering a shot to a ball pitched 
outside the off stump.  Furthermore, if there is minimum bounce in the wicket a batsman 
is at risk of being given out L.B.W. to balls which hit the front pad and the ball was pitched 
in line with the stumps. 

To the chronicler’s way of thinking good technique is about the skillful use of the bat in 
association with good footwork. He is talking about batsmen who shuffle back and then 
move to hit the ball after it has completed its movement, rather than commit to a shot 
when the ball is in its initial line. Good technique is also playing the ball into the ground 
to smother movement.  In all instances, it is about using the bat rather than relying on 
outmoded and unfair L.B.W. rules. 

Because there were three close-in fieldsman on the leg side, did the umpires assume that 
all of Darrell’s deliveries would have missed leg stump?  Did Darrell’s bowling tactics in 
the second Varsity innings differ from that of the first innings? 
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In August of 2013 the chronicler noticed Darrell and Buddy (now doctor) in conversation 
at the wedding of Darrell’s niece. The chronicler politely refrained from remarking that 
Buddy would probably have been given out L.B.W. by today’s umpires. And if rain hadn’t 
interfered, given that the Colts controlled the game for the most part, the Colts would 
have won the game outright. Anyway, the Ceylon University no longer fields a cricket 
team while the Colts is today a very competitive side. 

The newspaper cuttings of the time make interesting reading and the chronicler is grateful 
to Darrell for allowing him access to them. 

The article below titled Margin of triumph .02 of a point probably appeared in the 
Observer going by the font and format. The article by “Wrong Un” titled Varsity win Sara 
Trophy in photo finish probably appeared in the Times of Ceylon.  The article by Eustace 
Rulach appeared either in the Daily News or the Observer, probably the latter. And the 
article titled Varsity are champs probably appeared in the Daily Mirror, the sister paper 
of the Ceylon Times.   
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WHILE the Sara trophy was being decided at Havelock Park and Maitland Place the 34th Battle of the 

Maroons was being fought out at the Oval. (above) D. Pathiravithane, Ananda, fails to make a catch off a 

drive by Abeysekera of Nalanda in their big match yesterday. 
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(Below) D.P. de Silva (Colts) is out leg-before to University bowler Mohanlal Fernando in the key ‘Sara’ trophy 

tournament match played at havelock Park yesterday. The University lost this game but won the tournament 

by .02 of a point. 
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In the game which wound up the season it was not the result that mattered, but the bonus 
points tally. The Varsity lost this Havelock Park match on the first innings but snatched 
the Trophy on bonus points by the narrowest of margins – 0.02. 
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Thawfeeq (2010) describes the last game of the season as related to him by Darrell. 

“Lieversz recalls: It was the final game of the season and was referred to as the most 
sensational game ever in the Sara series. Praise must be given to the two captains, W. 
Premaratne of Colts, and Carlyle Perera of the University for their intelligent declarations 
during the course of the game. It was cricket at its glorious best wrote one sports journalist. 
We had the better of them throughout the game until Premaratne declared the Colts second 
innings with three wickets remaining which deprived the University of valuable bonus points 
if they had got the entire side out. 

Darrell reflected back on that game, and the season, in 2014 – 

 “After leaving school in 1962 I played my first Sara Trophy season for the Colts Cricket Club. 

This was the year that the Colts missed winning the Sara Trophy by a mere 0.02 of a point to 

the University. It was the final game of the season and was referred to as the most sensational 

game ever in the Sara series. Praise must be given to the two captains, W. Premaratne of the 

Colts, and C. Perera of the University, for their intelligent declarations during the course of 

the game. “It was cricket at its glorious best” wrote one sports journalist.  We had the better 

of them throughout the game until Premaratne declared the Colt’s second innings with three 

wickets remaining which deprived the University of valuable bonus points, if they got the 

whole side out. This was when the battle for bonus points began. When the University batted 

for the second time, they needed to score 20 runs per wicket to keep ahead of us in bonus 

points and all we needed was 5 wickets, and the Trophy would have been ours. It went down 

to the last hour when they were 4 wickets down for 34 runs. At this stage their target was 70 

and we needed only one more wicket.  

However, Buddy Reid who was one of the most technically perfect batsmen and Nihal 

Gurusinghe not only deprived us of that one wicket but with some stubborn batting managed 

to get the 70 runs needed for the bonus points for them to beat us by 0.02 of a point.  At the 

end of the day all credit must go to the wonderful game of cricket.”  

It was an excellent season for me as I had set a new bowling record of 72 wickets at 9.78 runs 

each. It would also have been my father’s first Sara Trophy win while being President of the 

Colts.” 

Spare a thought for the sports department of Lake House and the Times as they attempted to 

analyse and describe the intricacies of bonus system for the next day’s issues, in an age of 

typesetting. Very rarely have cricket writers been confronted with such complex reporting. They 

had to do in one evening while the chronicler can take all the time in the world to comprehend 

what occurred after lunch on the Sunday of the game. 

Of course, all those involved with the Varsity team can talk about this incident all their lives. If the 

Colts had taken the trophy as they deserved to, similar conversations would have permeated their 

lives ever after to the great disappointment of one single Colt, namely, Abu Fuard. 
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Colts player statistics  

The following player statistics for the season are courtesy of Richard Alles. Alles passed 

away in 2009 and his family allowed the chronicler access to his scrapbook. 

BATTING AVERAGES, 1962-63 SEASON 

 Name Inn Not 

out 

HS Runs Ave. 

1. D.P. de Silva 20 2 103 530 29.44 

2. W. Premaratne 17 2 61 333 22.20 

3. Brian Silva 22 1 94 454 21.62 

4. R. Samarasekera 12 1 84 225 20.45 

5. R. Alles 21 1 60 382 19.10 

6. H.A. Perera 16 2 47 254 18.14 

7. A. de Silva 7 - 33 104 14.86 

8. D. Lieversz 15 8 22* 93 13.29 

9. B. Seneviratne 19 3 39 197 12.31 

10. D. Abeysekera 9 - 41 100 11.11 

11. S. Dorenagama 12 1 17 81 7.36 

12. T.N. Fernando 5 1 12* 29 7.25 

13. F. Burke 9 2 19 46 6.57 

ALSO BATTED 

 K. Labrooy 3 1 14 16  

 A.Fuard 2 - 11 15  

 N.L. Fernando 3 2 65* 65  

 C. Wimalaratne 1 - 6 6  

 B. Buell 2 - 19 20  

 

BOWLING AVERAGES, 1962-63 SEASON 

 Name O M R W Ave. 

1. S. Doranagama 177.3 48 361 46 7.85 

2. D. Lieversz 274.5 86 703 72 9.76 

3. T.N. Fernando 52 8 128 10 12.80 

4. F. Burke 127.4 26 385 22 17.50 

5. D.P. de Silva 61 19 131 7 18.71 

6. R. Samarasekera 19.1 3 99 5 19.80 

7. A. de Silva 7 - 33 104 14.86 

ALSO BOWLED 

 K. Labrooy 10 - 26 -  

 A Fuard 16 3 32 1  

 B. de Silva 3 2 1 -  

 N.L. Fernando 2 - 20 -  

 W. Premaratne 2 - 5 -  

 B. Seneviratne 19.1 3 82 2  

 B. Buell 12 3 33 1  
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FIELDING, 1962-63 

FIELDING, 1962-3 SEASON 
1. H.A. Perera (WK) 23 (inc. 2 stumpings) 

2. R. Alles 13 

3. B. Silva 8 

4. B. Seneviratne 7 

5. D. Lieversz 7 

6. R. Samarasekera 7 

7. W. Premaratne 6 
8. D.P. de Silva 5 

9.  T.N. Fernando 4 

10. F. Burke 3 

11. S. Doranagama 2 
12. A. de Silva 2 

13. D. Abeysekera 1 

14. N.L. Fernando 1 
15. A.Fuard 1 

 
Mention should be made of the fielding of D. Abeysekera. He took one catch, but the stats 
do not reveal the number of catches he dropped. A scene that has never left the 
chronicler’s mind’s eye is of Abeysekera dropping catch after catch at slip off the 
paceman.  
 
He played nine innings which means that he played a maximum of five games before he 
was dropped. He took over Fuard in the opener’s role in the third game against Negombo 
and scored 41. That was the only decent score he made and ended up with an average of 
11 with the bat. 
 
Not unlike Fuard he bore a resentment against the Colts. During the 1970-1 season he 
represented a BRC B side against a Colts B side. The Colts lost by an innings and 
Abeysekera was beside himself. He carried on as if he were settling scores against his old 
club.  
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Lieversz bowling statistics 
 
At the completion of the 1962-63 cricket season Denzil L. Peiris wrote an account of 
Darrell’s performance with the ball which he titled “Unique record by Lieversz” and the 
article appeared in either the Daily News or Observer along with a picture. The author 
sent a copy to the secretary of the club along with a covering letter dated 29th April 1963 
with an address of the Bank of Ceylon.   

The article went as follows – 

“Quite the best performance in the Sara Trophy Tournament was the feat of the young Darrell 
Lieversz of the Colts who captured seventy-two wickets in purely tournament cricket. He thus 
broke the record standing to the credit of the former All-Ceylon and BRC cricketer Bobby 
Schoorman who captured 68 wickets in 1955-56. 
The record of Darrell Lieversz is all the more creditable in that he performed this feat in his 
very first year of first-class cricket and this record is not likely to be broken for very many 
years. It was only last season that Darrell captained Royal and his hostile bowling and shrewd 
leadership enabled his College to finish second to Wesley in the unofficial School 
championship. He also had the honour of leading the bowling averages with a bag of 60 
wickets at a remarkably low average of 8.38. 
No indication 
The performance of Darrell during the early part of the tournament gave no indication as to 
his real bowling capabilities for he captured only eight in the first four matches as against the 
twenty-nine captured by his club mate Saliya Dorenagama. He got his first bag of five wickets 
in an innings against the BRC and thereafter took over the leading role in the Colts attack 
which had been severely handicapped by the absence of the “Ceylon” cap Abu Fuard. 
He captured five wickets and over in an innings on no less than eight occasions and twice had 
match bags of 10 wickets and over. His biggest bag in an innings was his 8 for 28 against 
Negombo.  
It should also be mentioned that in the final league of the tournament he captured as many 
as 19 wickets in only three matches against the cream of the Ceylon’s batting returning figures 
of 5 for 78 vs SSC, 6 for 45 vs the NCC, and 5 for 12 vs the Varsity. 
Far superior 
The magnitude of Darrell’s feat may be gauged that since the inception of the Sara 
Tournament in 1950/51 only five bowlers have succeeded in capturing over 50 wickets, but 
debutant Darrell’s average is far superior to them all being the only one to average less than 
10 runs per wicket. 
1955/56 – G.P. Schoorman 68 wickets Avg. 13.40 
1960/61 – Malcolm Berenger 61 wickets Avg. 10.46 
1957/58 – Sathi Coomaraswamy 53 wickets Avg. 10.46 
1961/62 - L.R. Goonetilleke 52 wickets Avg. 10.46 
1961/62 Tony Buhar 55 wickets Avg. 15.29 
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Darrell’s father D.W.L. Lieversz, the President of the Colts and member of the Board of 
Control, who has himself represented Ceylon against Jack Ryder’s Australian team in 1935 
must indeed be very proud of his son’s achievements. It is indeed a pity that no foreign teams 
are due in Ceylon this year, for if a Ceylon team were to be picked now, Darrell would be an 
automatic choice to represent his country and emulate the feat of Channa Gunesekera who 
followed in the footsteps of his distinguished father Dr. C.H. Gunasekera in getting a Ceylon 
cap. 
 
Full figures 
The following are the full details of his bowling figures in the Sara Trophy matches: - 
16.3-4-28-3 vs Tamils; 10-4-27-1 and 4-1-11-0 vs Catamarans; 10-6—9-0 and 13-4-18-4 vs 
Negombo; 14-3-22-5 and 5-0-31-2 vs BRC; 4-0-14-0 vs NCC; 16.3-11-23-3 and 11-3-24-8 vs 
Negombo; 19.3-7-64-6 and 11-4-39-3 vs Tamils; 17-4-36-6 and 12-2-36-6 vs Catamarans; 22-
3-82-4 vs NCC; 21-7-61-2 vs BRC. 
FINAL ROUND 
28-11-78-5 vs SSC; 19-6-45-6 and 5-1-22-0 vs NCC; 9.4-4-12-5 and 11-4-22-3 vs Varsity 
Total – 279.1-89-704-72 
Average 9.78 

 
Two other articles appeared on the same topic. One article titled “Lieversz sets bowling 
record appeared in the Daily News and is attributed to “Daily News” sports reporter who 
is likely to be Denzil Peiris.  The other was by Denzil L. Peiris. Titled “Darrell’s 72 Sara 
Scalps” it carries identical information to his article which I have transcribed above but is 
in a different format.  
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Lieversz’s bowling record 
Full details of his bowling figures in the Sara Trophy matches 

OPPONENT O M R W 

TAMILS 16.3 4 28 3 

CATAMARANS 8 3 25 1 

CATAMARANS 4 1 11 0 

NEGOMBO 10 6 9 0 
NEGOMBO 13 4 18 4 

B.R.C. 14.4 4 21 5 

B.R.C. 5 0 31 2 
N.C.C. 4 0 14 0 

NEGOMBO 16.3 11 23 3 

NEGOMBO 11 3 24 8 

TAMILS 19.3 7 64 6 

TAMILS 11 0 60 3 

CATAMARANS 17 4 36 6 

CATAMARANS 12 3 36 6 
N.C.C. 22 3 82 4 

B.R.C. 21 7 61 2 

FINAL ROUND 

S.S.C. 28 11 78 5 
N.C.C. 19 06 45 6 

N.C.C. 5 1 22 0 

VARSITY 9.4 04 12 5 
VARSITY 11 1 22 3 

TOTAL 

 279.1 89 704 72 

 

 

A season and final for the ages 
 
The final of 1963, if not the season of 1962-63, is unlikely to be repeated in first division 
cricket in Sri Lanka. It was truly the stuff of heroics, tragedy and sorrow. 
Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides couldn’t have come up with a better plot. 
 
It was a time when club cricket was given a wider press coverage than it is today. And 
sports journalism was of a high calibre. 
 
The chronicler is grateful to the players who had the foresight to collect the relevant news 
clips and archive them in an organised and tidy manner. As a result, the Colts narrative 
has acquired a lustre and historical depth that sets it apart from similar narratives. 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aeschylus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sophocles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euripides

