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COLTS PACEMEN RAMPANT – THE 1962-63 SEASON 
 
The sixties beckon 
 

n the early sixties the chronicler’s attention shifted to the S.S.C. where he was coached 
by Bertie Wijesinghe between 1960 and 1962. He walked from Gregory’s Avenue, past 
the meteorological Station, across the former landing strip, past the old SSC 

scoreboard where he curiously gazed at courting couples who were in cars parked behind 
the old scoreboard. About this time, he witnessed Sahabandu being hit for a straight six 
and he told himself that he would never make it as a fast bowler. Not soon after he 
changed to slow-medium, and his career took off.  
 
While he was holidaying in Kandy in December 1960, the chronicler was informed that 
the first test between Australia and the West Indies had ended in a tie.  At first, he couldn’t 
tell the difference between a tie and a draw.  (To him a game that neither side won was 
a draw and nothing else.  Similar confusion reigned initially amongst the West Indian and 
Australian players who couldn’t conceive of a game in which four innings were completed 
without there being winners.)  However, this became the most frequent topic of 
conversation, and he soon understood the significance of the event.  In 1961 he returned 
to a school that was mesmerised by the feats of the West Indians.  This cricket mania at 
school continued for over a year and took in Darrell Lieversz’s season as captain in 1962, 
which was the chronicler’s third year at Royal College, and the year he broke into 
representative cricket. 
 
The emotions generated by Melbourne’s emotional ticker tape parade for the West 
Indian cricketers had hardly subsided when the equally poignant Bandaranaike 
Assassination Trial commenced on February 22nd.  By a strange quirk of fate, the 
chronicler’s uncle, now President of the Colts, was chosen to be foreman of the jury.  
Bander’s ghost, first confronted by a member of the Lieversz family at the Merchant’s 
Ward in 1959 was still casting its spell over the family. 
 
Darrell reminisces about the early sixties -  
 

“Sometime in 1961 the West Indies passed through Colombo on their way to India or 

Australia. Not having their full XI with them at that time, two schoolboys Nanda Senanayake 

of Royal and Yatigama Amaradasa of Ananda were invited to play for them against the Ceylon 

Team. The day before the game Garry Sobers visited the Colts Club as a guest and I had the 

privilege of meeting and talking to him while he freely chatted to other members around the 

bar. I left for home after he graciously autographed my cricket bat, but I understand it was 

very much later in the night that he was eventually driven back to his hotel.” 

  

I 
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Cricket based excitement at Royal was spread over 1961. Darrell’s bowling, Australia’s 
successful tour of England, and the under XIV Royal-Thomian at Mt. Lavinia, which was 
the talking point at the residence of the chronicler’s cousin’s residence at Brownrigg Road, 
were the main features and events.  Royal beat St. Thomas’ by two wickets in the last over 
of the under XIV encounter.  Captain S.P. Sellayah who scored an unbeaten 56, shared a 
partnership with Jumbo Fernando (33) to rescue Royal, while Brian Lieversz scored the 
winning run.  For a 13-year-old this was an event of epochal proportions and Brian made 
sure that the whole neighbourhood knew about his exploit. 
 
However, the chronicler must confess that his loyalty to kin and school, and to “ethnic” 
Australians such as Benaud, O’Neill, Mackay, McKenzie, McDonald et al., occasionally 
clashed.  On the afternoon of 13th October 1961, he traveled down Buller’s Road (since 
renamed Baudaloka Mawatha) in a double-decker bus in the direction of Borella along 
with a group school mates.  He shocked all and sundry, particularly Ajith. R. Fernando, by 
disembarking at Gregory’s Avenue to play imaginary test cricket by throwing a ball against 
the wall, in preference to attending the heats of the Public Schools Athletic Competition.  
(His cousin Darrell won the 440- and 220-yards events the next day, breaking the 23 
seconds barrier in the latter event.) 
 
Cricket wasn’t meant to be easy 
 
In 1961 the chronicler unsuccessfully tried out for the Boake under XIV team: no 
dishonour because Boake won the competition.  Far more humiliating was his failure to 
make the 2D class cricket team hardly the creme de la creme of available cricketing talent.  
This perfectly illustrated the importance of self-promotion, the power of cliques and how 
influence still flowed along race lines.  As a sop he joined others whose mother tongue 
was deemed to be English, in setting up the 2D second XI.  He still held his head up high 
because his cousin was leading Royal’s bowling attack and running for Royal, Australia 
won one of the sweetest victories over England at Manchester against the run of play, 
and the King looked set to dominate the decade following the success of the film G.I. Blues 
and songs like “Are you lonesome tonight” and “Little Sister”. 
 
In 1962 he made it into the Boake House under 14 team and then went on to open the 
batting for Royal. His representative career had commenced, and he began to come out 
of his shell. 
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A Colts conversion 
 
If one were to visit the NCC and the SCC and look at the team photos on the wall it 
becomes obvious that teams like the Colts were never going to be Sara Trophy contenders 
in the fifties when the N.C.C. won it five times, or any time after, until the nineties. In fact, 
the SSC won it so often that it virtually owned it. The strength of the SSC team is reflected 
in the 1947-48 Daily News first division final which was between two S.S.C. teams, one 
led by F.C. de Saram and the other by Sargo Jayawickrema.  But in the early sixties Colts 
came to within .02 points of taking the Sara trophy. And this is the moment the chronicler 
became a Colts convert and a Colt diehard for the rest of his life. 
 
A season of exceptional bowling 
 
In the 1962-63 season, under the leadership of Premaratne (ex Anthonian and first 
schoolboy cricketer of the year in 1956) and with Darrell Lieversz leading the attack, 
backed by fast bowlers such as Saliya Dorenagama and Franklyn Burke, Colts was a force 
to be reckoned with. If the umpire had lifted his finger at one of the many pad ups of the 
university batsman during the crucial last game, Colts would have won the competition. 
In the early eighties Dickie Alles showed the chronicler cuttings of that season and 
agonised over what might have been. I guess that the chronicler would have felt the same 
if the last Thomian pair had held out in the 1969 Royal-Thomian.  
 
The preliminary season  
 
The chronicler is indebted to Dicky Alles and Darrell Lieversz for the newspaper clippings 
relating to the 1962-3 Colts cricket season. In 2015 he was given access to Alles’s 
scrapbook. And in 2022 Lieversz not only provided the chronicler access to his scrapbook 
but scanned many of the articles and delivered them. 
 
A fixture card for the season isn’t available.  Participants in a season which took place 
almost 60 years ago cannot be expected to recall the details of the games played. 
However, the official recorder, Denzil Pieris, listed the bowling figures of Darrell Lieversz 
for every game he played according to game chronological order, and this provides a 
useful guideline. 
 
The Colts were in group B which also included the following sides - NCC, BRC, Tamil Union, 
Negombo and Catamarans. Group A consisted of the following teams, Ceylon University, 
SSC, Bloomfield and Moratuwa. The Colts played each side in group B twice, ten games in 
all. This is the order of the ten games: Tamil Union, Catamarans, Negombo, BRC, NCC, 
Negombo, Tamil Union, Catamarans, NCC and BRC.  
 
The reader will hopefully obtain a feel for how the preliminary season progressed for the 
club. The clippings provide a window into the fluctuating fortunes of the club and identify 
the key contributors with bat and ball. 
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The start of the season 
 
The Colts obtained a first innings points against Negombo and an outright win against the 
Catamarans. It was done off the back of Dorenagama, backed by Burke and Lieversz, who 
was no doubt setting himself up for what was to come. 
 
The opening game of the season was against the Tamil Union. The Tamil Union took first 
day honours thanks to Brian Perumal.   
 

COLTS VERSUS THE TAMIL UNION 

  
 
However, the Colts were able to defend a total of 123 thanks to Dorenagama who went 
on to repeat his performance in the next game, which was against the Catamarans. He 
captured 7 for 21 against the Tamil Union and followed it up with another 7 wicket hall in 
the first innings of the Catamaran game. Burke (5 for 7) was the destroyer in the second 
Catamaran innings although Dorenagama’s 4 wicket hall contained a hat trick. 
 
The two captains in the 1962 Royal-Thomian, Darrell Lieversz and Keith LaBrooy were in 
the Colts team that played aginst the Tamil Union. Royal’s 1963 captain, S.S. Kumar, 
represented the Tamil Union. Parayerwer, who played for Royal in the late fifties, was 
also in the Tamil Union team. There were three ex Thomians in the Tamil Union attack, 
namely, Schafter, Chanmugam and Thomas. 
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DORENAGAMA ROUTS THE TAMIL UNION AND CATAMARANS 
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The game against Negombo 
 
The Colts went on obtain first innings points against Negombo. The Colts had obtained 
wins in their first four games, one by an innings. In reply to a modest Colts total of 127 
Negombo were dismissed for a mere 37 runs with Dorenagama obtaining his second hat-
trick for the season. In three games Dorenagama had captured 28 wickets. 
 
If the Colts tail had wagged and added another 10 runs, the follow on could have been 
enforced. The Colts struggled again with the bat but ran out of time in dismissing 
Negombo a second time. 
 

COLTS BATTING STRUGGLES AGAINST NEGOMBO 
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DORANAGAMA ASCENDANT 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 317 

 
 
Darrell Lieversz, although economical, was far from a prolific wicket taker in the first three 
games of the season. He had figures of 3 for 28, 1 for 38 and 4 for 27 against the Tamil 
Union, Catamarans and Negombo, respectively. But Lieversz was about to come into his 
own. 
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The game against the BRC  
 
The Colts (119 and 134) obtained first innings points against the BRC. The game 
against the BRC would either have been played on the Colts turf or the BRC mat. In this 
game Darrell captured seven wickets and took over the leadership of the bowling attack. 
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THREE PACEMEN WORKING IN UNISON 
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The game against NCC was abandoned 
due to rain.  Only 8 overs were bowled in 
the game and in that   space of time 
Doranagama captured two wickets.
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A bag of 11 for 47 versus Negombo 
 
Darrell failed to capture a wicket in the game against the NCC but came into his own in 
the return game against Negombo, the sixth game that the Colts played for the season, 
where he had eleven wickets to his name. 
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This success took the Colts to the top of Group B, displacing the NCC who had played five 
matches. The SSC maintained their top position in Group A. 
 
The return game against the Tamil Union 
 
The next game was against the Tamil Union in which the Colts secured first innings points. 
The Tamil Union scored 126 – 9 and 149 – 9 declaring on both occasions. The Colts scored 
182 and 71-2. Lieversz had bowling figures of 19.3-7-64-6 and 11-4-39-3 for the match, 
according to the statistician. The game was played at the Wanatamulla Oval. 
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The following summary of the season up to them appeared in the Times of Ceylon. The 
author was Alban (aka A.V. Fernando). 
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The NCC head Group B followed by the Colts. The Ceylon University head group A followed 
by the SSC. Alban correctly predicted that these four teams would meet in the finals. 
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Catamarans sunk 
 
In the next game Lieversz singlehandedly routed the Catamarans. He captured six wickets 
in each innings according to the newspaper clippings. 
 
On the first day D.P. De Silva scored the Colts’s first century for the season. The captain 
scored 56. 
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The Ceylon Observer in its summary of the weekend’s games headlined it with the 
bowling performance of Darrell Lieversz. 
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SUMMARY OF THE WEEKEND GAMES 

 

 
  

The Colts played return games against the NCC and the BRC to end the preliminary 
season. It lost to the NCC and won against the BRC. 
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Colts lose to the NCC 
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This was one of the most frustrating games of cricket the chronicler has ever attended. 
On par with the first day of the 1962 Royal-Thomian about a year earlier. He followed the 
game from the side of the sight screen on the road leading to the SSC clubhouse because 
he had arrived by bicycle. 
 
  



 

 337 

In retrospect, the Colts batsman should have scored more on a batting paradise. They 
were stifled by A.E. de Silva, the ex-Thomian left armer who in 1959 threatened Royal’s 
chances of averting the follow on. But when four wickets fell on 15, with both M. Tissera 
and V. Prins being bowled by Lieversz without troubling the scorer, visions of enforcing 
the follow on were encouraged. Even when the sixth wicket fell with the score at 64, a 
Colts win seemed likely. The chronicler returned on his bike after lunch with hopes up 
high only to see H.I.K. Fernando and ex Trinitian Maralande feature in a 86 run stand.  The 
feeling of Colts invincibility was severely punctured in the mind of the chronicler. But a 
team that depends on one player to score more than half its runs, as was the case with 
NCC, also has a question mark against it. 
 
Interestingly, L.R. Goonetilleke, former Wesleyite, only captured one wicket in the match. 
He along with Perumal of St. Joseph, another left arm fast bowler, were deadly at school 
cricket, particularly on the mat. Goonetilleke played against Dexter’s MCC team on its way 
to play an ashes series, and bowled Dexter neck and crop operating from the tennis court 
end. The chronicler has vivid memories of that incident watching the game from a seat in 
line with cover point. 
 
A win to complete the preliminary season 
 
The Colts completed the preliminary season with a first innings win against the BRC in a 
high scoring game. S. Dorenagama was absent for his third consecutive game and only 
played in one more game that season - the first game of the finals. 
 
Interestingly, R. Heyn scored 59 against an attack led by Darrell Lieversz.  It must have 
brought him some relief after his two ducks in the three balls against Royal, both times 
cleaned bowled by Lieversz, at Reid Avenue, a year earlier. 
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The following chapter describes the three final games the Colts were involved in and 
carries individual player statistics. Because of the plethora of information available on 
these games, particularly the deciding game against the Varsity, it makes sense to 
segregate the preliminary games from the final games. 


