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A TALE OF TWO CAPTAINS 
 

he Colts honour board lists Richard Alles as captaining the division A team for three 
successive seasons before handing over to D.J.D. Silva. But Brian de Silva was the captain 
in 1968 – 69. This is confirmed in a fixture card.   

 
On the board the name of D.J.D. Silva needs to be replaced with Brian de Silva. 
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The corrected captain listing for the sixties is as follows. 
 

Year Name Season 

1960 P. Kelly 1960-61 

1961 Brian de Silva 1961-62 

1962 W. Premaratne 1962-63 

1963 Abu Fuard 1963-64 

1964 W. Premaratne 1964-65 

1965 Richard Alles 1965-66 

1966 Richard Alles 1966-67 

1967 Richard Alles 1967-68 

1968 Brian de Silva 1968-69 

1969 Darrell Maye 1969-70 

 
One of the first division games played by the Colts in the 1960-61 season was against 
Moratuwa. Brian de Silva, D.P. de Silva, Mark Pereira, R. Layman and Trevor Jansz helped the 
Colts win by three wickets. 
 

 

 
Colombo schoolboys versus their outstation counterparts 
 
The match between a Colts XI and an Observer XI that took place in 1961 was a schoolboy 
versus schoolboy game, organised by the Colts. The Colts team consisted of Colombo 
schoolboys while the Observer XI consisted of outstation schoolboy cricketers. 
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The Colts bowling was opened by Darrell Lieversz and Keith Labrooy, who captained their 
respective schools in the 1962 Royal-Thomian. Lieversz and Labrooy had match figures of 3 
for 15 (13 overs) and 4 for 17 (14.5 overs), respectively. But Tyrone Le Mercier was the main 
destroyer with match figures of 8 for 32 (20.2 overs). The Colts were led by Mark Pereira, the 
Daily News team captain. 
 
Brian Pereira of Royal, played for the Colts. He can be seen taking to the field in a pith helmet. 
 

SAME CLUB, DIFFERENT SCHOOLS 

THE TOSS, 1962 ROYAL-THOMIAN 
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The captains, Mark Pereira and G.W. Chandrasena, toss 

 

Mark Pereira leads the Colts team, comprising nine picked 

schoolboy cricters from Colombo. 
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Alles was representing St. Peter’s and only played one game for the Colts. This was against 
the NCC which the Colts lost badly. Brian Pereira represented the NCC. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Not unlike another bowler of his vintage, Perumal of St. Joseph’s, another left-armer, 
Goonetilleke was a deadly prospect. The chronicler recalls him bowling Dexter at the Oval in 
1962. He is considered to be one of the best left-arm fast bowlers Sri Lanka has ever produced. 
He played for Wesley from 1958 to 1960 and had Royal’s batsmen in all sorts of bother. Not 
unlike Perumal he was deadly on the mat where he achieved bounce. 
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Dharmarajah opened the bowling for the Colts in the above game. He didn’t play for the club 
in the 1962-63 season when he might have made a difference in the final round. He re-
emerged under Abu Fuard and had consistent success over a couple of seasons. 
 
Following the 1962 Royal-Thomian, the two captains left their respective schools and made 
themselves available for the 1962-3 Sara season. Labrooy played in the first few games while 
Lieversz played for the whole season and broke records. Today they live 5 miles of each other 
in Melbourne. 
 
In the sixties the SSC won the Sara tournament thrice (1961-62, 1966-67, 1968-69), and the 
NCC (1960-61, 1969-70) and the Nomads (1964-65, 1967-68) won the Sara competition twice. 
The university won the competition in 1962-63 followed by Bloomfield the next year. The NCC 
also took out the Cecil Horan trophy in 1965-66. 
 
But it is the 1962-63 season that takes up three chapters of the Colts history. Although the 
Colts lost the competition narrowly its performance captured the minds of cricket followers 
in Ceylon and demonstrated what heights the Colts could have reached with the talent at 
hand. 


