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TITA RULES 
 

fter losing good players it was always going to be an uphill struggle to stay competitive. 
Clubs like the SSC and NCC had the cream of local talent and were hard to beat. But as 
the news clippings show the Colts gave it their best shot and occasionally turned the 

tables on stronger sides. And there were many impressive individual performances. 
 
The matches 
 
One of the difficulties of summarizing seasons is the lack of access to scorebooks and annual 
reports. These gaps have been partially filled by the scrapbooks of Mark Pereira and Dicky 
Alles. In the following glance at Colts cricket in the early fifties the chronicler is indebted to 
Mark Pereira’s daughter Heather, who resides in Melbourne. She scanned news clippings 
from her dad’s collection and sent them over. Another significant event which occurred in the 
fifties was a seven-match tour of South India. In this regard Mark Pereira’s scrapbook 
complemented the material in the possession of Warwick de Kretser and Norman de La 
Harpe, all three of them who were on that tour.  The tour is described in a separate article. 
 
It is hoped that the scorecards will trigger the memories of those still around who played for 
the club in that period and provide feedback which will broaden the picture.  Presently, the 
section on the fifties is a smorgasbord of various snippets of information.  However, every 
new addition helps complete bits, if not all, of the puzzle, by being linked to other information 
items in the puzzle.  One can only go with what information is at hand and obtain a glimpse, 
however slender, into the past. And then hopefully, trigger memories on the part of readers. 
 
A practice followed in the chapters relating to the fifties and sixties, which are supported by 
numerous news clippings, is to sustain a commentary around the match reports. By fleshing 
out as many players as possible, a backdrop is created which illuminates the period for the 
reader. Ideally, the leading Colts cricketers of the past 150 years should have recorded their 
times through statistics and words. But persons in the moment have little idea as to what 
posterity will make of their urge to pen their experiences. The chronicler himself had no idea 
that he would want re write the history of the Colts and that he could summon up the required 
skills that made it a possibility. 
 
The captains 
 
Cricket seasons commence on the last quarter of a year and continue through the first quarter 
of the following year.  The cricket captain for a season is usually described as the captain of 
the year the season commences.  Hence the 1952 captain is the captain for the 1952-3 season.  
The Colts cricket captains of the fifties below are listed below, tying up year of appointment 
with the season. 
  

A 
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Name Year Season 

1950 W. Jayatilleke 1950-51 

1951 E.B. Nathanielsz 1951-52 

1952 T.E. Jansz 1952-53 

1953 E.B. Nathanielsz 1953-54 

1954 E.B. Nathanielsz 1954-55 

1955 E.B. Nathanielsz 1955-56 

1956 E.B. Nathanielsz 1956-57 

1957 D.B.C. Mack 1957-58 

1958 M. Chanmugam 1958-59 

1959 R. Kelly 1959-60 

 

1952 

Colts versus combined colleges 
 
There are newspaper articles describing matches played against the combined colleges, one 
from 1952 and the other from 1953. It is not possible to determine whether they were played 
in the first quarter or last quarter, at the end or the beginning of the season. 
The combined colleges team which easily beat the CCC by 116 runs in 1952 experienced a 
heavy loss at the hands of the Colts. 
 
Trevor Jansz and B.W. Wimalaratne scored centuries in the Colts total of 432 for 5 wickets. 
(Jansz considers the 140 he made as one of his two best innings for the club.) Radley and Brian 
Claessen each scored fifties. The schoolboys collapsed for 82 to the pace of de la Harpe, with 
support from Bobby Schoorman, and the Claessen brothers.  
 
Clive Inman (St. Peter’s), turned out for the Colts while Mark Pereira (St. Peter’s), a Colts 
stalwart to be, opened the batting for the schoolboys. Mark Pereira scored 90 against the CCC 
and the team he played for included Royalists Ubaya de Silva and L. Hewavitarne who were 
members of the Royal team captained by Vairavanathan which triumphed over the Thomians 
in 1951.  
 
In 1953 Mark Pereira again turned out for the combined colleges while representing the Colts 
in the Daily News competition. He scored 49 not out in Colts’ win over the Malays.  
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Clive Inman 
 
The following information is derived from an interview conducted by Thilana Walpola in 2020 
and printed in The Island newspaper in 2023. Clive Inman’s three brothers Ernest, Trevor and 
Roger, all went to St. Thomas’ College, with Roger captaining the Royal-Thomian losing team 
of 1951. Clive got frustrated with the exam to enter St. Thomas’s and failed to complete it, 
thereby ending up at St. Peter’s where he played five seasons of cricket. In his fourth year in 
1954, he scored a hundred before lunch and had a double hundred before tea. In the following 

year St. Peter’s won the Battle of the Saints under Clive’s captaincy. After leaving school he 
joined the Colts as his uncle was already there. The uncle is likely to be the G. Inman featured 
in the scorecards. 
 
In 1956 Inman moved to the NCC to play alongside his friend Stanley Jayasinghe who also had 
a stint at Leicestershire County. In addition, his former captain at St. Peter’s, HIK Fernando, 
was at the NCC, and Inman liked the then NCC captain. Inman made his first-class debut with 
Leicestershire in 1961 against the touring Australians. He played for Leicestershire between 
1961 and 1971, playing 255 first class matches and scoring 13,113 runs at an average of 34.50. 
He passed away in 2022. 
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The Don Premaratne who represented the Combined Colleges is not necessarily the ex-
Anthonian who went on to captain the Colts in 1962-3. The former captain, schoolboy 
cricketer of 1956, who passed away in 2004, was Wijepala Premaratne who always went as 
W. Premaratne. He may not have made his mark in 1952-3.  
 

1953 - 54 

Colts versus combined colleges 

  

Rauf Azzam, who eventually became a Colts man, opened the batting with Pereira for the 
combined colleges. Clive Inman, who represented the Colts against the combined colleges in 
1952 now captained the combined colleges. Lasantha Rodrigo, who went on to represent 
Ceylon, played for the combined colleges.  
 
The two teams of 1953 contained two fast bowlers who broke records in Sara trophy cricket. 
Malcolm Berenger (combined colleges) and G.P. Schoorman (Colts). In 1955/56, Schoorman, 
representing the BRC, captured 68 wickets at an average of 13.40. In 1960/61, Malcolm 
Berenger, probably representing the BRC, captured 61 wickets at an average of 10.46. The 
above performances were bettered by Darrell Lieversz (Colts) in 1962-63. 
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Berenger played for the Central Province in the early seventies. When the Colts Donovan 
Andre team played Central Province in 1971 Berenger’s reputation preceded him. But he had 
limited success in the game and the chronicler had little difficulty negotiating his deliveries 
while scoring twin unbeaten fifties, although he did rescue the club in both innings. Opening 
the batting for the Colts is D. Abeysekera who was still playing Sara trophy cricket for the Colts 
in the early sixties. But the image the chronicler has of him is of one dropping sitters in the 
slips off the pacemen during the 1962-3 season. 
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Lasantha Rodrigo and Dan Piachaud were in the Combined schools team. Both represented 
Ceylon in 1968 against the MCC tourists.  
 
Piachaud captained St. Thomas’ in 1956. He made his first-class debut for Oxford University 
against Gloustershire in 1958. He represented Oxford University (1958-1961), Hampshire 
(1960) and the MCC (1962-1968). 
 

ST. THOMAS’ FIRST XI, 1956 

 

 
Standing L to R: D.D. Abeysekera, L.R. Amarasekera, G.A. Wikramanayake,  

N.S. Gurusinghe, D.A.J. Ferdinands, T. Kandiah, W.M. Ekanayake, L.S. Gauder (coach).  

Seated L-R: S.B.L. Perera, M.H. Tissera, J.D. Piachaud (capt.), Warden de Saram,  

P.B. Bulankulame (v. capt.), R. J. Reid.  

On Ground L-R: E.L. Lisk, A.E. de Silva.  

 PIACHAUD LEADS HIS TEAM OUT TO FIELD AGAINST ST. PETERS’ 

 
 
Courtesy of Ravi Rudra 

 
C. Brohier was in the Colts team which toured Madras in 1957.  There is a J.C. Kreltszheim in 
the Colts first team. In a 1948 review of the Colts team one Kreltszheim was mentioned as the 
best player of swing bowling in the side. 
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Cuttings from the 1952-53 Sara season which was when Trevor Jansz captained the side 
because of an injury to Nathanielsz, are not available. 
 

1953-54 
 
Nathanielsz commenced his second stint as captain in 1953. The Colts won a friendly game 
against the NCC at was probably the beginning of the season. 
 
Denzil Abeysekera made a century. Brian Claessen took six wickets in the match and scored 
73. Samsudeen captured four wickets in the first innings but didn’t bowl in the second innings.  
 
Stanley Jayasinghe scored 85 in the second NCC innings while H.I.K. Fernando failed twice. 
The Obeysekera twins played for the NCC. 
 
In what appears to be another friendly game the Colts beat a team called the Notts. Apart 
from Mark Perera (65) and Denzil Abeysekera (121) the Colts team appeared to consist of 
second stringers. 
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A schoolboy Colts team beat a Colts team in a home comprised of old stagers. D.W.L. Lieversz 
at 47 years of age seems to have come out of retirement. 
 

  
Three cuttings from the 1953/54 season belonging to the Mark Pereira collection feature Sara 
games between the Colts and the Tamil Union, and a friendly game with the schoolboys. Mark 
Pereira opened the batting for the Colts second XI against Malcolm Berenger. O.R. Kreltszheim 
(who in the previous year played for the Combined Colleges) and F. Kreltszheim played for 
the Colts and the BRC respectively. 
 
P. Kelly scored a century against the Tamil Union. The team consists of three 1948 tourists 
(Nathanielsz, Chanmugam and Kern) and one 1957 tourist (de La Harpe). Brian and Radley 
Claessen are also in the side. 
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The Tamil Union have some star players, notably, Sathasivam, Anton Sethupathy, Sathi 
Coomaraswamy and C. Schaffter (STC,1947-49), all of whom represented Ceylon.  Kelly’s 
century made all the difference. In Sathasivam’s first game following his acquittal he was 
dismissed by Tita.  Now it was de la Harpe’s turn to do the same. 
 
The Colts may not have won a competition in the fifties but they frequently gave their 
opponents a run for their money. By beating B.R.C. the Colts retained equal spot with the 
NCC at the top. 
 

The Colts owed their victory to a fine all-round performance by Brian Claessen.  Brian along 
with Samsudeen who was playing in his first season with the Colts, played for Ceylon while 
still at Wesley.  H.C. Aldons and possibly S. Oorloff of the BRC played against their old club.  
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Is the P. Kelly the same as the P.A.T. Kelly who played for Ceylon? Is he related to the R. 
Kelly who captained the Colts in 1959-60? 
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1954–55 

The clipping below states that Nathanielsz made a comeback in 1954-55 after a year’s lay off.  
However, he did play and captain the side in 1953-54. Nathanielsz featured in the win over 
NCC in a second XI game.  

  

 

Brian Claessen and Mark Pereira fared well with the bat in this game as well as in a friendly 
game against the Notts. Jimmy Vanderkoen, an NCC stalwart, opened the batting. 
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A team from Madras toured Ceylon. They almost lost outright in their game against the Colts.  
Bryan Claessen put in a strong all-round performance in that game scoring 66 and capturing 
four wickets). B.W. Wimalaratne scored 50, while Nathanielsz and Schoorman shared the 
bowling honours. Three members of the team which beat the touring Madras team toured 
Madras in 1957.   
 
The Colts were deprived from taking full points against the Moors. Brian Claessen, Pat Kelly, 
Bobby Schoorman and J.C. Kreltszheim contributed towards the Colts’ first innings total. 
Samsudeen, Nathanielsz and Kearns took out bowling honours. 
 
The Colts struggled in their game against the BRC.  Chasing 264 the Colts got off to a poor 
start but managed to save the game thanks to a 64 n.o. from J.C. Kreltszheim. Samsudeen was 
the most economical of the Colts bowlers. 
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The Colts beat the CCC in the 1954-55 season. Clive Inman scored 81and Brian Claessen put 
in a good all-round performance. But the Colts lost a friendly game against a team of English 
sailors. 



 262 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the 1954–5 season Mark Pereira scored consistently – for the Colombo 
Commercial co (44, 37), Fleetwood SC (45), Holland Colombo (37) and the Old Peterites (36). 
The Fleetwood SC and Holland Colombo are clubs that faded away before the sixties. 
 
Mark Pereira represented the newly formed Old Peterite team in a friendly against the BRC. 
Colt Michael Chanmugam and A. Kuthdoos, who was probably the school cricket umpire, 
represented the Old Peterites.  M. Berenger and Conrad Barrow, the 1952 Thomian captain, 
bowled best for the BRC. B.R. Heyn, the Ceylon cricketer, played for the BRC. (As of 2023, 
Conrad Barrow is the oldest living winning Royal-Thomian captain, living somewhere in 
Sydney. The chronicler, also domiciled in Sydney, is the second oldest.) 

 

1955–56 

Mark Pereira scored a century (127) for Colombo Commercial Co against Shell Co. He also 

made a half century (55) for the Colts against the Tamil Union. 
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1956-57 

In 1956-7 Mark Pereira was in fine fettle scoring two centuries in the Mercantile competition 

playing for Colombo Commercials.  

Mark Pereira, Shahawardie and D. Amerasinghe made good scores against the NCC “A” and 
the Notts.  All three were in the side that toured Madras.  
 

 

 

 

 
The Sara season 
 
According to the page numbering of Mark Pereira’s scrapbook the season of 1956-57 
progressed as follows. Assuming the news clippings were pasted in sequence the opponents 
of the Colts in chronological order were – Moors, Varsity, SSC, Tamils, Kandy United, Varsity, 
Bloomfield, Kurunegala, Catamarans, BRC, Moors and NCC. The Colts beat the Varsity (once), 
Kandy United, Bloomfield, Kurunegala, the Catamarans and the BRC. The Colts lost to the 
Moors (twice), Varsity (once), SSC (twice), and the NCC. 
 
The 1956-57 season is recorded by news clippings more than any other Colts first division 
season of the fifties. Hence it serves as a barometer of the club’s strengths and shortcomings 
at the first division level.  
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This is Nathanielz’s fourth successive year as captain, but he is absent for the game against 
the Moors. Tony Buhar, a fast bowler on par with fast bowlers of the fifties and the turn of 
the sixties, such as G.P. Schoorman, Malcolm Berenger, Sathi Coomaraswamy and L.R. 
Goonetilleke, played for the Moors. 
 
But what was intriguing was that Abu Fuard, who toured with the Colts team to India in 1957, 
played against the Colts, for the Moors, alongside his brother Ansar. But in the return game 
he was back with the Colts. 
 
The Colts won a close game against the Varsity. The Colts staged a recovery with a bat on the 
first day and went on to peg back a Varsity resurgence with some tight bowling. Tailenders H. 
Goonetileke (43 n.o.)  and H. Fernando (33) bolstered the Colts total. Yet, neither of them had 
bowling turns. H.I.K. Fernando top scored for the Varsity. 
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The Colts lost to the SSC on the first innings. Apart from Brian de Silva, P. Kelly who made a 
fifty against the SSC, and Amerasinghe who scored 48 n.o. out of a total of 103, the Colts 
batting was feeble, although rallying in its second innings to prevent outright defeats. Not 
unlike the game against the Moors, Samsudeen and de la Harpe delivered with the ball but 
lacked back up.  
 
R.B. Wijesinghe and C.I. Gunasekara, both in their mid-thirties, starred with bat and ball 
respectively. The team was captained by FC de Saram who was senior to both. It also had 
national players such as Ben Navaratne and C.H. Gunasekera. 
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C.H. Gunasekera tells a story of how F.C. de Saram once deprived the former of a century by 
declaring to give the Colts opener Pat Kelly (who was in FC’s unit) some practice for a game 
involving the army. But it was not in the above game. 
 
The Tamils easily accounted for the Colts. The Tamils lost only four wickets in setting up a 
target the Colts fell far short of. There was an A. Mylvaganam (b. 1922) who played soccer for 
Sri Lanka. It is possible that he is the same person who captured five wickets. 
 
In the game that followed, hosting a team for the first time in the season, Samsudeen led the 
Colts to victory against Kandy United. Lafir, a national player to be, hit up 85 for the losing 
side.  
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In what appears to be the return game, Varsity overcame the Colts quite easily. In this game, 
a future captain of the Colts, W. Premaratne, and a future captain of the Nomads, D.H. de 
Silva, represented the Varsity. Both were among the runs, with Premaratne top scoring. 
 
Mark Pereira top scored for the Colts in what was a dismal display with the bat. They never 
recovered from a poor start. Brian de Silva and Abu Fuard opened the batting for the Colts. 
 
Fuard – villain or saint 

Interestingly, two members of the Varsity team, D.H. de Silva and H.I.K. Fernando, and Abu 
Fuard of the Colts, were key figures in the selection scandal of 1968. The gang headed by 
Fuard, and de Silva pulled the strings to make H.I.K. Fernando captain. Schaffter, who 
supported Michael Tissera, walked out of the meeting on realizing that the selectors 
themselves were being proposed for the team and the captaincy. H.I.K. Fernando was made 
captain and Dhanasiri Weerasinghe, another selector, made himself a player (Refer Thuppai’s 
blogs, 2017, 2022).  
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It is believed that the selectors, excluding Schaffter, were manipulated by Abu Fuard. His 
machinations continued for the next thirty years. He passed away in 2012 at the age of 75 
years.  

It was Fuard who changed the constitution and brought in clubs that did not have a ground 
or even a team, and district cricket associations which existed only on paper. About a hundred 
clubs now had membership in the Board and a vote and were beholden to Abu Fuard. By the 
seventies Fuard had severed his connections with the Colts and was even advising young Colts 
cricketers that would never represent Ceylon if they remained with the club. Some attribute 
Roy Dias’s departure from the Colts to his belief that he couldn’t consolidate his place in the 
national side while being at the Colts. 

Fuard and Brian de Silva had some bitter exchanges. Something had to give and Fuard left for 
the CCC. Just before he left the Colts Fuard attended Ramanathan’s workplace with an 
application form to join the CCC. When the offer was turned down an infuriated Fuard gave 
Ramanathan a lengthy lecture on where his cricket future should be. 

However, his supporters argue that Fuard paved the way for cricketers from the outstations 
to make the Ceylon team breaking the monopoly of Royal and St. Thomas’. And that he got 
Gamini Dissanayake involved in the development of Sri Lankan cricket, which was a game 
changer. 

Kumar Ramanathan states that despite his faults he was the best off-spinner he has ever kept 
to. And that includes off-spinners of the calibre of Victor Mahendran, Ralston Burke, Mumtaz 
Yusuf and Lalith Kaluperuma. 
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1956-57 continued 

 

 

 

Very much the same team that lost to the Varsity team obtained full points against 
Kurunegala. The Colts conceded a first innings win but won the game outright by six wickets 
chasing a winning target at more than a run a minute. This game was hailed as a triumph for 
the underdog, because although losing, the visitors forced the Colts to dig deep. 
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In the following game against the Catamarans, Fuard enabled the Colts to defend a modest 
total. Mark Pereira helped the Colts recover in its second innings. 
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It was a creditable achievement for the Colts to beat BRC, the reigning champs. BRC were 
restricted to 181 and Mark Pereira again came to the rescue when the Colts chased the target. 
The BRC attack was strong with Malcolm Berenger, a record holding new ball operator, and 
V.S. Kretser who started his club career with the Colts. 
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The Colts lost outright to the NCC. But there were five other teams that experienced the same 
fate. 
 
Vernon Prins, Ceylon cricket captain, was top scorer with 78 n.o. He captained STC in 1943 
and was the third Thomian to captain Ceylon. He captained the NCC from 1952 to 1959. 
Vernon Prins’s first cousin, Warren Prins, was the chronicler’s GP in Sydney and a family 
friend. 
 
NCC had bowlers of the calibre of K.M.T. Perera and Malcolm Franke. Franke went on to 
represent Queensland in cricket in the seventies.  Clive Inman was now playing for the NCC. 
 
Clearly, Tita Nathanielsz was a spent force by now. He was uneconomical. 
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The Buultjens who opened the bowling for the NCC is initialed as D.B. and B.D. Could he be 
the P.J. Buultjens who opened the bowling for Ceylon in the mid-fifties? 
 
The Colts lost twice to the Moors. In the return game Abu Fuard was back playing for the 
Colts. But neither he nor other members of the Colts bowling attack were able to contain the 
Moors batting, with three fifties being scored. 
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A star-studded SSC team 
 
The Colts were completely outplayed by the SSC. The SSC had good all-rounders out of the 
cream of Royal and Thomian talent, at a time when Royalists and Thomians were 
overrepresented nationally. On top of that FC de Saram was still capable of scoring fifties at 
the age of 45. 
 
Ex-Thominan P.I. Peiris performed well with bat and ball. He did the same in the 1953 Royal-
Thomian which Royal lost by an innings. He scored 123 and captured six wickets in the game. 
In the sixties he opened the bowling for Ceylon. 
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P.I. PEIRIS, STANDING SECOND FROM RIGHT, IN A CAMBRIDGE 

TEAM CAPTAINED BY GAMINI GOONASENA, 1957 

 
  
The Colts had no allrounder to match what the SSC had. Fuard was not consistent with the 
bat. 
 
While the Colts had a good bowling attack with the likes of de La Harpe, Samsudeen and 
Fuard, its batting lacked depth and consistency. While Brian de Silva and Pereira performed 
well with the bat, neither of them were contenders for national selection. Compared to them 
Lasantha Rodrigo of the SSC broke into the national team as a batsman. 
 
In addition to P.I. Peiris, the SSC had the likes of legendary Royalists such as F.C. de Saram, 
C.H. Gunasekera and C.I. Gunasekera, the last two who coached the chronicler at Royal. The 
only club team capable of outplaying them in the late fifties was the NCC. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Frederick Cecil de Saram, 1947 Channa Hemasiri Gunasekera Conroy Ivers Gunasekera 

Courtesy of Wikipedia Courtesy of the Sunday Times, Sri 

Lanka 

Courtesy of Wikipedia 
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