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THE COLTS ON TOUR – CEYLON AND INDIA 
 

he Colts were the pioneers of tours to the hill country, and also Galle, Matale and 
Avisawella (Foenander 1924: 51-52). Following the example of the Colts other clubs such 
as the NCC and SSC. also toured the hill district. It must be kept in mind that travelling 

the hill country in those days was a slow and tedious exercise, and probably more complicated 
than travelling overseas today. 
 
The Colts visited Radella and Nuwara Eliya in 1887 and had problems with the cold. In 1888 
the Colts lost for the first time at Radella to a team of planters. In 1898 the Colts met a strong 
European XI at Nuwara Eliya and experienced one of their rare defeats. These games were 
probably played at the grounds of the Dimbulla Athletic and Cricket Club (DACC) founded in 
1856. 
 
In 1899, 1901, 1902 and 1903 the Colts visited Darrawella to meet the Dickoya Maskeliya 
Cricket Club (DMCC), founded in 1868.  In this context Foenander speaks highly of two Colts 
stalwarts who haven’t been captured in the narrative. To quote – 
 

“On these visits to Hatton the Colts were always very hospitably entertained by the 
late T.C. van Rooyen, the well-known up-country lawyer, and also by the late Mr. 
Edwin Pate1, whose coaching establishment was a very popular institution in the hill 
country. Whenever, the Colts visited Hatton they were provided, free of charge, by 
Mr. Pate with coaches to take them down to Darrawella and back. 
A familiar figure in this connection was W.J. Webster, who was an employee in Mr. 
Edwin Pate’s establishment and an experienced vet. Webster was an ardent votary of 
cricket, and worshipped at the “shrine” of the Colts for many years. In this connection 
the name of Mr. E.T.A Pate, eldest son of Edwin Pate, will also be remembered as a 
great supporter of the Colts at Hatton.” 

  
The Pates and W.J. Webster didn’t live in Colombo and their physical connection with the club 
was limited. But they demonstrate that physical distance from the club doesn’t preclude one 
from worshipping at the “shrine” of the Colts. 
 
  

 
1 Edwin Ebenezer Pate (b. 1859) was the tenth of eleven children had by Ananias Pate (1824-1878) and Mary Poppleton 

(1822 – 1907). The granddaughter of the eldest child, Charles Henry, married the Colts stalwart Douglas Lieversz. 

T 
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Picturesque grounds 
 
David Colin-Thome has penned an article titled the history of tea and cricket in Sri Lanka 
(2003). In it he describes the Radella and Darrawela grounds.  The inaugural cricket match 
between the DMCC and the DACC was held in 1870 at Darrawella. The DMCC hosted the 
emperor of Russia in 1891, Jack Hobbs in 1930, and an English team led by Douglas Jardine in 
1934. An up-country team met Lord Hawkes’s team in 1892 at the DACC. 
 

THE DARRAWELLA GROUNDS 

 
THE RADELLA GROUNDS 

 
Courtesy of the history of Ceylon tea newsletter 
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THE RADELLA GROUNDS 

 

 
Courtesy of google 

 
Touring India 
 
The Colts were also the pioneers amongst Ceylonese cricket clubs of tours abroad2. In fact, 
even in the late forties and fifties they made trips to parts of India. 
 
In 1905 the first Ceylonese side ever to tour India was accomplished by the initiative of Mr. 
J.C. McHeyzer, Dr. E.H. Ohlmus and Mr. F. Dadabhoy. While it wasn’t a wholly Colts team the 
tour was a Colts club initiative. 
 
The team was as follows – 
 
Dr. A. Raffel (captain), J.C. McHeyzer, C.E. Perera, A.T. Pollocks, E. Weerasuriya, A.C. Amath, 
L. Thomasz, W. de Rozayro, D. Joseph and W.C. Boteju (Colts), D.L. de Saram, D.B. Gunasekera, 
J.C. Weinman, A.F. Molamure, E. Ondatje (NCC/SSC). 
 
  

 
2 [Until 1905 Ceylon teams that travelled abroad were sponsored by and were comprised predominantly of Europeans 

(Foenander 1924:105 -106). On a tour of the Straits which took place in 1890 the Europeans took along Tommy Kelaart and 

E. Christofelz of the Colts (Foenander 1924: 109-110). But the Ceylonese team that toured India in 1905 was sponsored by 

the Colts, not Europeans, although it wasn’t an exclusively Colts team. 
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FAMOUS PLAYERS IN THE COLTS TEAM TO BOMBAY, 1905 

 

 
L to R: D.B. Gunasekera, C.E. Perera, D. Joseph, T. Pollocks and E. Weerasuriya 

 
Picture courtesy of S.P. Foenander 

 
C.E. Perera later played for the S.S.C.  E. Weerasuriya was playing for the S.S.C. in 1905 but 
joined the Colts in 1906. 
 
D.B. Gunasekera was the father of the famous Barney Gunasekera, who played for Royal in 
1929 and 1930 and in 1930 virtually singlehandedly defeated the Thomians by an innings with 
a great all-round performance. The chronicler played for Royal under Barney’s son Ranjit in 
1968. 
 
The tour of Madras 
 
The 1948 photograph shown below, taken at the club prior to departure, no longer contains 
cricketers who were both familiar with Racquet Court and remember what the Havelock Park 
club looked like in 1924. But it shows people who were associated with the Colts in the sixties, 
seventies and eighties, and whom the chronicler was familiar with, as club members or family 
friends. 
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COLTS TOURING TEAM TO MADRAS – 1948 

  

Front row: T.E. Jansz, H.L. de Silva, Darrell Lieversz (mascot), O.W. Kern, H. Perera, L. Heyzer, O. 

Mottau 

Second row: G.P. Schoorman, H. Aldons, E.B. Nathanielsz, M. Chanmugan, M. Gauder, W. Jayatilleke 

Third Row: Aiyappen (groundsman), Somapala (bar), M. Madanayake, J. Ariarartnam, V. Logan 

Smith, D.W.L. Lieversz, C. Pate 

Courtesy of the centenary souvenir 
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COLTS TOURING TEAM IN MADRAS – 1948 

 

 Courtesy of Trevor Jansz 

 

The picture above is likely to have been taken at a south Indian location.  It did not come with 
a caption and the players have been identified with the aid of the captions to the picture of 
the team taken prior to leaving Colombo.   
 
In the two pictures above are two stalwarts, Tita Nathanielsz and Doughie Lieversz, and a 
stalwart in the making, Trevor Jansz, who left the country in the mid-sixties. Mike Chanmugan, 
the coach of two victorious Donovan Andree sides in the seventies is in the pictures, along 
with Willie Jayatilleke. 
 
Douglas Lieversz (1934-5, 1937-40, 1945, 1948), Willie Jayatilleke (1942-44, 47, 1949-50), Tita 
Nathanielsz (1951, 1953-56), Trevor Jansz (1952) and Mike Chanmugam (1958) all captained 
the club. Douglas Lieversz, Trevor Jansz and Tita Nathanielsz became life members. 
 
  



 230 

 
The following account of the tour of South India appeared in the Times Weekender of 15th 
January 1949. The team played in Trichinopoly, Madras, Mysore and Bangalore, in that order. 
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 Courtesy of Trevor Jansz 

 
  



 232 

 
Madras team tours Ceylon 
 
During the 1954/5 season a team from Madras toured Ceylon. They almost lost outright in 
their game against the Colts.  Bryan Claessen put in a strong all-round performance in that 
game with 66 runs and four wickets.  B.W. Wimalaratne scored 50, while Nathanielsz and 
Schoorman shared the bowling honours. Three members of the team which beat the touring 
Madras team toured Madras in 1957.   
 
Madras revisited - 1957 
 
A photograph of the Colts team which toured India in 1957 has always hung on the walls of 
Trute3 Vanderwert’s home. But until 16th June of 2014 the chronicler never felt the urge to 
study it and obtain a copy of it.  He was also never driven to discuss the old club days with 
Trute and collect anecdotes and yarns to be used in a future narrative. But the trip to Sri Lanka 
changed everything because the sheer transformation of places associated with his youth 
gave clarity to the past by virtue of comparison. On his return he commenced to write about 
places which he never felt would affect him with immense nostalgia. 
  

 
3 Trutand Vanderwert signed as “Trute” but was referred to as “Truti” and “Tuti”. In the narrative he will be referred to as 

Trute as he would have wanted it to be. 
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COLOMBO COLTS CRICKET CLUB, TOUR OF INDIA 1957 

 

 
Rear (L to R): C. Brohier, D. Amarasinghe, W. De Kretser, L. Ebert, T. De Silva, R. de Silva, G. Jayatunge, B. 

van Geyzel 

Front (L to R): H. Gunatileke, H. Fernando, M. Pereira, E.B.Nathanielsz  (Manager), V. Pattabhiraman 

(President, Madras Cricket Club), N. De La Harpe (captain), T. Vanderwert (vice captain), A. Fuard, M. 

Shararawadie  

 Courtesy of Laurie and Gail Robson 

 

On the 16th of August 2014, Trute’s son in law, Laurie Robson, pulled the above picture out of 
its frame and scanned it while the chronicler made notes of the names. Writing about the 
picture triggered the larger project he was to undertake. 
 
What is striking about the team above is that, apart from Tita Nathanielsz, there is no one 
from the young side which toured Madras nine years prior and who were mentioned in the 
team review of 1948.  Clearly, the split of 1951, which is discussed in the chapter to follow 
had an impact. But some of them may have retired, others may have dropped out of the 
game, and some may not have been available for this tour. 
 
Mark Pereira, who passed away in 2012, was a keen and busy Colt and the chronicler recalls 
him being heavily involved in the second streams. He was made second XI vice-captain in 1959 
and captain the next year. He once took the chronicler to field in a Daily News game played 
at an outstation venue in the early sixties. Sadly, the chronicler dropped a sitter at close in 
and depriving the club of the points it needed to get over the line.  Mark Pereira migrated to 
Canada and then moved to Australia.  
 
In the mid-fifties Mark Pereira opened the batting for the Colts.  He also turned out for the 
Old Peterites Club and Colombo Commercials. 
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Trute and Abu Fuard were great mates. Once the Colts were playing NCC in a home game in 
the early sixties and the NCC supporters were spurring T.C.T. Edwards on with the chant “Go 
Eddie boy!” Not soon after Trute was mimicking the NCC contingent with cries of “Abu boy!”  
 
When Norman de la Harpe claimed that there were difficult characters in the club he 
mentioned Tita. But I understand that he also made scathing remarks about Abu. 
 
However, Trute was very scathing of Franklyn Burke after he left the Club following the 1962-
3 season. Trute mentioned the assistance he had provided Burke which included getting him 
a pair of flannelled trousers. In all fairness to Burke his hands may have been tied after joining 
the Police force. His brother Ralston did play cricket for the Colts in the seventies. 
 
Tita Nathanielsz is the most famous member of the touring team the chronicler was 
associated with. Although classed as manager of the 1957 touring team there is no doubt he 
played because he would then have then been in his fast-bowling prime. 
 
Norman de la Harpe left for Australia in 1959 and Warrick de Kretser did the same in the 
following year.  The latter was still at Wesley when he toured with the Colts.  But he didn’t 
play much cricket for the Colts because, when he left school in 1958, he forsook cricket for 
motor racing.   
 
Bryan Claessen left for Australia in 1957 and Radley Claessen followed him in 1958. And this 
maybe the reason why they were not on the 1957 tour. 
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As with the 1948 Colts tourists there were many schoolboys in the 1957 touring team.  De 
Kretser4 and Ebert (Wesley), Brian van Geyzel (St. Lawrence’s) and D. Amerasinghe (Nalanda 
or Ananda).  Many young cricketers played for the Colts while they were in school.  This 
included the Claessen brothers who played under Derrick Mack at Wesley. 
 
Tour games 
 
The first game was played on 18th August at Madras, against the Alwarpet C.C., the first 
division ‘A’ Zone champions in Madras. The match ended in a draw.  The team then left for 
Bangalore where they played two matches. One was against the Mysore State Cricket 
Association President’s XI (August 20th) and the Bangalore United Cricket Club (August 21st). 
 
The Colts returned to Madras to play a game against the Varsity Occasionals (23rd August) and 
a two-day game against the Madras Cricket Association Presidents XI (24th – 25th). The Colts 
then played Rajah of Pudukottais XI at Tiruchi and concluded the tour with a game against the 
Salem Cricket Club. 
 
The Colts played seven games. It won two, lost two and drew the rest. The press clippings 
were sourced from Warwick de Krestser and Mark Pereira’s scrapbook. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Madras 

 
4 Bertram de Kretser was Warrick de Kretser’s uncle and boarded with the latter’s family at High Street, Wellawatte. Bertram 
de Kretser influenced his nephew to link up with the Colts rather than the neighboring BRC.  
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Bangalore 
 
The following photograph was taken in Bangalore prior to the game against the Mysore State 
Association XI. It appeared in a local newspaper of 21st August and was reproduced in the 
Times of Ceylon of 26th August. 

 
TEAM THAT PLAYED AGAINST THE MYSORE STATE ASSOCIATION XI 

 
Standing L to R: D. Amerasinghe, Mark Pereira, T. de Silva, E.B. Nathanielsz, Norman de la Harpe, 

 Warwick de Kretser, Lorenz Ebert, Abu Fuard, Carlyle Brohier 

Crouching L to R: M. Shaharwadie, Brian Van Geyzel, Herman Fernando, George Jayatunga,  

Trute Vanderwert, R. de Silva 

 Courtesy of Warwick de Kretser 

 
The Colts almost lost the game outright and never recovered from a poor start in its first 
innings. The scorecard tells it all. The Colts fared better the next day on the same ground and 
fell two runs short of victory when stumps were drawn. Nathanielsz took over the captaincy 
for the last game of the tour after de la Harpe had a dental problem and it was either in that 
game or in the game against the Bangalore United Cricket Club that he got a wicket with the 
first ball of the match. 
 
The batsman didn’t expect express pace to issue from a run up of four paces and didn’t lift his 
bat up high enough. He was stunned to be clean bowled. 
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VERSUS MYSORE STATE ASSCIATION XI VERSUS BANGALORE UNITED CRICKET 

CLUB 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Madras 
 
The photo below was probably taken at dinner party organised by V. Pattabiraman on the 
23rd of August at Hotel Dasaprakash. It is the companion piece to photograph which appears 
at the beginning of the description of the tour and which held pride of place in Tuti 
Vanderwert’s bedroom wall, next to his wedding photograph.  Both photographs feature V. 
Pattabiraman. The team photograph was taken in Madras either before the team left for 
Bangalore from Madras or after it returned to Madras.  
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DINNER HOSTED BY THE MADRAS STATE CRICKET ASSOCIATION 

 

 Courtesy of Heather Pereira 

  
Seated on the extreme right is Ram Singh, a former Indian test player.  According to Wikipedia  
 

“Amritsar Govindsingh Ram Singh (14 July 1910 – 11 August 1999) was an Indian first-class 
cricketer. An allrounder, he bowled slow left-arm orthodox and was a left-handed middle 
order batsman. His son A. G. Kripal Singh played Test cricket for India. 
Ram Singh played for Madras and was just the second player in history to achieve the Ranji 
Trophy double of 1000 runs and 100 wickets. He took his best ever innings figures of 8 for 14 
in a Madras Presidency Match, playing for the Indians against the Europeans. 
He was a very much-loved cricket coach for the schoolboys of Sir M Venkatasubba Rao Boys 
School in T Nagar, Madras during the late 70s and the 80s. His dedication to the game and to 
the young budding cricketers was something which those who coached under him have kept 
very close to their cricketing hearts.”  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A._G._Kripal_Singh
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Tiruchi 
 
The following photograph consists of the Colts team and that of the Maharajah of 
Puddukottai’s XI. Tita Nathanielsz captained the Colts team according to his position in the 
front row. This photo is quite striking because of the backdrop – a thatched roof building.  
Also, two of the Indian players have placed their “gal thoppis” (pith hats) between their feet. 
 

COLTS VERSUS THE MAHARAJAH OF PUDDUKOTTAI’S XI 

 

 Courtesy of Heather Pereira 

  

 
 
  



 242 

 

The final game of tour was against the Salem XI. The game was lost by seven wickets. 
 

 
 
The photos in the following two pages show the Colts cricketers in holiday mode. The two 
on the deck of a ship were taken in Bangalore. 
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  Standing L to R: H. Fernando, H. Gunatilleke, T. de 

Silva, N. de la Harpe, M. Shamarwadie, W. de 

Kretser 

Seated L to R: D. Amerasinghe, M. Pereira, R. de 

Silva, L. Ebert 

 

L to R: M. Shaharwadie, Mark Pereira, D. Amerasinghe  

 

Courtesy of Warwick de Kretser Courtesy of Heather Pereira 

ON BOARD A SHIP TO MADRAS 

 

 

Back L to R: W. de Kretser, N. de la Harpe,  H. 

Gunatilleke, M. Shamarwadie, M. Fernando 

Front L to R: C. Brohier, T de Silva, M. Pereira, R de 

Silva, G. Jayatunga 

 

Back: C. Brohier, Lennie Vaughan, Norman de La Harpe 

Front: G. Jayatunga, T. Vanderwert, R. de Silva, Mark 

Pereira, M. Shaharwadie, T. de Silva, Jean Nathanielsz and 

Tita Nathanielsz 

 

Courtesy of Warwick de Kretser Courtesy of Heather Pereira 
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The Pattabhiraman connection 
 
Douglas Lieversz was very friendly with Mr Pattibhiraman whom the chronicler visited when 
he was in Madras to sit for his London “A” levels in 1970. During the conversation he cited 
rumours about their being dissent at the Colts which he disapproved of. The chronicler didn’t 
let on that he was the instigator of the “call to arms” because in his view there was a lack of 
professionalism in the players’ attitude to the game and each other. 
 
V. Pattabhiraman (honoured with life membership of the Colts) in his message to honour the 
club’s 100th anniversary refers to many of the Colts members he struck friendships with during 
the club’s tour of Madras in 1948 and 1957 which are represented by the two group 
photographs above. To quote - 

“.. Sweet music in the names I used to know and magic when I heard them long ago. Names like 
A.E. Christoffelsz, J. Ariarethnam, Richard Wirasekera, Vernon Logan Smith, Frank Ondatji, A.V. 
Fernando, Hellings Ellawala, all of whom, alas, are no longer in our midst today; players like Hugh 
Aldons, Willie Jayatilleke, Pat Kelly, Brian Claessen, Norman La Harpe, Trevor Jansz, and Dr. E. 
Schokman and a host of others (including Clive Inman) who have migrated to distant lands in 
various pursuits and still in touch with the club – all of whom adorned the game playing for the 
Colts: giants of the recent past like Douglas Lieversz, Tita Nathanielsz and Bobby Schoorman who 
gave their best and literally ‘bled’ for the club for its welfare ..” 

 

At least one mystery is solved. The chronicler was probably introduced to Hellings Ellawela by 
his father at the Colts in the mid-sixties which is how the chronicler immediately recognised 
him when he was offered a chair in the 1967 Royal Thomian. His grandson Arjun Dharmadasa 
remarked that his grandfather was pally with Tita. But the chronicler didn’t conclude from 
that remark that he was a member of the Colts.   
 
Pattabhiraman’s observation is endorsed by Norman de la Harpe who also recalls Ellawela 
being an active social member. Arjun Dharmadasa said that Ellawela once organized a 
helicopter Christmas drop at the Colts. 
 
Pattabhiraman mentions Frank Ondatji which indicates that the latter was a Colt although in 
Foenander (1941) alludes to his links with the N.C.C.  Ondatji states that the first Colts vs NCC 
game he ever witnessed took place in 1893 and although his greatest ambition was to be a 
member of the Colts XI, by the time he had finished schooling at Royal in 1903 he was already 
a member of the NCC. 
 
Pattabhiraman continues – 
 

“My memory goes back to 1948 when our club, the Varsity Occasionals paid their first visit to 
Ceylon, thanks to the sponsorship of the Colts.  This was followed by more visits in 1949 and 1960 
… We are beholden to friends like Ariam, Douggie, Richard, Tita, Homi, and not to forget our very 
good friend – the one and only Donovan Andree, who helped Colts in a superb way to enlarge its 
Funds by staging carnivals.  Colts have been good enough to return the visits on 2 occasions and 
a third visit is now long overdue” 
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Radley Claessen remarked on 4th March 2015 that Pattabhiraman was responsible for bringing 
cricketers such as C.K. Nayadu and Mushtaq Ali to Sri Lanka. On 7th February 2015, Norman 
de la Harpe, said that the Varsity Occasionals, consisting of test players such as Kripal Singh 
and Gopinath, toured Sri Lanka frequently.  And one team they always played against was the 
Colts.   
 

DARRELL LIEVERSZ BEING INTRODUCED TO THE CHIEF MINISTER OF MADRAS, 1964 

 
Pattabhiraman is in the background, to the left of the chief minister 

Courtesy of Darrell Lieversz 

 

 
Tita Nathanielsz passed away in 2009. Michael Berman of Sydney recalled Tita opening 
bowling for Colts in the mid 1950s and bowling fast off about three strides. A match which 
stood out in his mind took place at Havelock Park against the Tamil Union which Sathasivam 
was playing for after being released from remand jail.  A big crowd had come to see him bat 
but after Tita had him caught hooking the crowd emptied from the ground.  
 
The captain of the 1957 touring team, Norman de La Harpe5, passed away in Queensland.  Bad 
health prevented him from delivering the eulogy at Trute’s funeral in 2012. (Curiously, the 
captain of 1957 according to the honour board in the club is D.B.C. Mack.) 
 

 
5 Showing what a small world, it is, Norman and the chronicler’s cousin Trevor (grandson of Colts stalwart Harry Ebert) were 

both taught to play the piano by a Mrs Pestomjee while they were both residing at Mt. Mary. He also remembers Constance 

Wilson, the chronicler’s maternal aunt, Norman’s father was in the railways and worked with Jerome Cruse (the chronicler’s 

maternal grandfather) who was station superintendent, Fort railway station. 
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They always remained close friends in Australia and Trute nicknamed him “Kocka” in 
reference to his height.  Warrick de Kretser and Lorenz Ebert are also domiciled in Australia. 
Lorenz Ebert’s whereabouts are unknown but de la Harpe and de Kretser have been very 
helpful and have supplied useful material and anecdotal information. The following pictures 
of Warwick de Kretser in Australia has been taken out Ed Rowlands’s memoir. Warwick’s wife 
was a Rowland. 
 

 
Warwick de Kretser (extreme left) and wife Peggy with Vere, Cedric and  

Norma Rowlands at the latter’s Adelaide home 

 

                                                                Warwick de Kretser with Warren Dickson an Ed Rowlands 

Courtesy of Ed Rowlands 

  

 

 

 
 
 


