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S.P. FOENANDER’S GIFT TO THE COLTS - 1941 
 

.P. Foenander was born on 11th April 1882, nine years after the Colts came into being. 
He would therefore have acquired a sound knowledge of the beginnings of the club from 
its founding fathers and been an eyewitness to the games played in the late 1890s. In 

fact, many of his books have a feel of participant observation.  
 
From the many tributes that followed his passing in 1967, some of which are presented at the 
back of this chapter, the following can be gathered. In 1900 he opened the batting for a 
combined colleges team which beat the then invincible Colts. In 1902 he was chosen to play 
for the Colts and represented the club against a combined Up-Country team.  He also played 
in the first unofficial European-Ceylonese game.  
 

S.P. FOENANDER WITH  

BRADMAN, OCTOBER 1930 

AT 67 YEARS OF AGE? 

 

 

Foenander gifting Bradman with a  

replica of the temple of the tooth relic, 

Kandy, while carrying Australian captain,  

Woodfull’s son, Jack.  

 

 

Courtesy of the state library of South 

Australia, (PRG 682/16/108)  

Courtesy of Foenander  

1949 

 
From a young age he took to maintaining scrapbooks of press clippings associated with cricket 
and other sports. In doing so he developed an archive of cricket memorabilia and statistical 
data that covered the beginnings of all forms of cricket in Sri Lanka. 
 
  

S 
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Covering the beginnings of cricket institutions 
 
Foenander’s knowledge came to the fore in the Ceylon Cricketer Companion for 1926. In 
addition to the club and schoolboy season of 1925 there are the results of the following 
traditional encounters – Europeans vs Ceylonese, Dickoya vs Dimbulla and the CCC vs Up-
Country. He also touches on the government service and mercantile cricket competitions. His 
books on the C.C.C vs Up-country and Europeans v Ceylonese encounters provides a glimpse 
into the European cricketing scene which laid the seeds for Ceylonese involvement in the 
game and the maturity they gained by taking on the Europeans. 
 
In 1949 he produced the history of the Royal-Thomian called Three Score and Ten. Needless 
to say, the 1949 book is the basis of numerous updates on the Royal-Thomian and the 
historical statistics and records featured in every Royal and Thomian souvenir to this day. 
 
In 1924 Foenander produced Sixty years of Ceylon cricket and was a useful source of 
information when Sri Lanka gained test status and many authors were inspired to compile 
comprehensive histories of cricket in the country. Foenander has helped the SSC, the Tamil 
Union and the Malay cricket club to write their histories but his piece de resistance was his 
History of the Colts up to 1941. 
 
Writing style 
 
Three Score and Ten showcases the unique style of Foenander’s writing where he blends 
scorecards with anecdotal evidence and personal player history, and the reader gets to 
appreciate players through statistics, place, and family ties. This style is also prevalent in the 
History of the Colts. 
 
Foenander attended practically every Royal-Thomian since 1895 and had full scores of every 
game in his private collection. Likewise, his scrapbook contained Colts club records from 1900 
onwards. 
 
The history of the Colts 
 
Unlike other histories of clubs in Sri Lanka which contain plenty of statistics, current photos 
in colour and old articles reproduced, the book on Colts cricket breathe the characters. There 
are numerous pen portraits and photographs pertaining to the club’s early years. If Foenander 
hadn’t reproduced old photos in the book they probably would have been lost forever. 
 
Foenander would probably have turned his thoughts to writing the book at the urging of 
president Dadabhoy about 1935 when he was 43 years of age. In an age when drafts were 
hand-written or type written, progress would have been slow. When the book was published 
Foenander was 49 years of age. 
 
Foenander’s book covers the first 68 years of the club. That period would be well-nigh 
impossible to reconstruct today, 81 years after the book was published. The originals of 
pictures would have been lost. And the statistics and anecdotes would be non-existent. 
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Ideally, the book by Foenander should be reprinted and inserted into the pocket of a newly 
compiled history of the club if it has a hard cover. The advertisements in the publication 
provide an intriguing glimpse into the commercial life of Colombo in the last decade of 
colonial rule1. From Caves selling pianos to Tucker selling Vauxhalls. In the following chapter 
the advertisements are brought to life and made to reflect the society of the time. 
 
From the advertisements it would be hard to tell that World War II was in full swing. In 1941 
Germany invaded Russia and the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbour. Of course, colonial Ceylon 
was not directly affected by the War. 
 
The chronicler came into possession of Foenander’s book on the Colts and the cricketer’s 
companion of 1926 through the courtesy of his uncle Douglas Lieversz who felt that he would 
appreciate the books following the contributions he made to the centenary souvenir. Douglas 
Lieversz would never have anticipated that his nephew would write an updated history of the 
Colts based on, and inspired by, Foenander’s book, which he only read in full in 2014, 41 one 
years after he became sole owner of it. 
 
Very much a Colt 
 
Foenander is present in the 1933 and 1940 group photos of the Colts club. He was a member 
and a leading light in the club. Hence, the writing of the history of the club was an exploration 
of identity, ethnicity, and youth. The chronicler is motivated by similar emotions. It is a 
journey of discovery into his cultural roots as much as a nostalgic return to some unique 
cricket moments in his life. Throughout the book he touches upon the evolution of a cultural 
community, namely Sri Lanka’s urban class, which mirror the vicissitudes of the club. 
 
What the chronicler is hoping to achieve is to interest non-Sri Lankans and to write an account 
of club which is more than a simple history of a cricket club. It should tell people of periods in 
Sri Lankan history and the changes that are taking place culturally and economically. It must 
delineate the drama and conflict. The litmus test will be the extent to which the work will 
appeal to non-cricketers and non-Sri Lankans. It is about the Colts cricket club but also about 
its cultural and political setting, just as much as Baz Luhrmann’s Elvis is not only about Elvis 
but also about the environment that influenced him and artistes who contributed to that 
milieux. It must inspire the Colts community to come up with contributions and to attract 
comments from those who have nothing to do with club. 
 
  

 
1 Chapter 24 is devoted to an analysis of the adverts which appear in Foenander’s book on the Colts. In addition, chapter 21 
studies adverts from two of his books which appeared in the nineteen twenties. 
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The 1993 book on the S.S.C. 
 
The chronicler wishes to avoid the pitfalls of a publication compiled by S.S. Perera in 
conjunction with the club’s tour of Malaysia and Thailand. As befitting the most successful 
cricket club in Sri Lanka it has an embarrassment of riches concerning statistics and 
photographs. But the subjective element is missing. The various articles recounting the past 
lack depth of analysis and fail to evoke the landscapes of the past. The book is formatted like 
a souvenir and fails to develop a compelling narrative. All the big names of the club that are 
proudly flaunted do not compensate for the publication’s numerous flaws.  All of what is 
presented is familiar to a follower of club cricket in Sri Lanka. The information could have 
been better presented, formulated, interrogated and reimagined. By contrast, Foenander’s 
book on the Colts is unique. It brilliantly evokes the past and is the perfect platform by which 
to bring to light the last 82 years of the club’s existence by unearthing new information. 
 
What the chronicler finds very useful in Foenander’s book are the pen portraits of Colts 
cricketers and members which are used to identify persons and elaborate upon their 
contribution to the development of the club. It was a book previously browsed through on 
numerous occasions without analysing its contents as thoroughly as done in 2014. Much of 
Foenander’s methods and approaches to writing are continued in the new history. 
 
Other journalistic sources 
 
The chronicler relied heavily on three articles in addition to the material in the 1941 book by 
Foenander and the 1973 centenary publication, when commencing this project. Frank 
Ondatje’s article in Foenander’s book complements Foenander in that it is a description of 
the origins of the NCC while articulating the friendly rivalry between the two clubs.  It is a 
useful guide to how the superiority of the Colts was first challenged.  
 
Although most of the material on the history of the Colts which appeared in the centenary 
souvenir of 1973, was reproduced from old publications there is an original article by A.W. 
Lorenz-Andree, from the famous family of photographers. This begs the question as to why 
Lorenz Andree wasn’t asked to contribute to the 1941 publication when he seemed to know 
as much about the club as Frank Ondatje?  Finally, a tribute to Tommy Kelaart which appeared 
in the DBU journal of 1950 by an unknown author (Foenander?) also sheds interesting light 
on the beginnings of the Colts. 
 
A splendid array of tributes 
 
Foenander passed away in 1967 at 85 years of age. Reading those tributes makes the 
chronicler proud to follow in Foenander’s footsteps where the Colts is concerned. 
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The Wisden ran the following obituary –  
 

“FOENANDER, SAMUEL PETER, who died on April 19, aged 84, was the doyen of sports writers 
in Ceylon and contributed to Wisden for many years. Captain of Wesley School in 1901, when 
one of the best schoolboy wicket-keepers of the time, he also captained Combined Colleges. 
He served on the tutorial staff of Wesley and Royal College before taking up journalism. For 
many years he was sports editor of the Ceylon Observer and for over half a century wrote with 
authority on cricket, Association and Rugby football, athletics, tennis and golf, besides being 
a well-known music critic. His services to cricket earned him an M.B.E. An honorary member 
of M.C.C., he was author in 19232 of Sixty Years of Ceylon Cricket.”  

 

Both Bertie Wijesinghe and S.S. Perera paid tribute. Bertie Wijesinghe was a sportswriter par 
excellence. No one comes near him in English language fluency, except for T.M.K. Samat of 
yore. But whereas Samat’s diction was flowery, Bertie’s writing was not unlike his coaching: 
analytical and cerebral. He deployed prose to articulate nuances in cricketing styles and 
approaches, and this comes across in his book The love of my life. His prose served analysis 
and was subservient to it. 
 
Yet, Bertie couldn’t match Foenander as a cricket historian and a guardian of cricket statistics 
and knowledge of Sri Lankan cricket in its infancy. S.S. Perera is closer to Foenander in 
dragging data out of old newspapers that often crumbled at one’s touch. But as statistician 
and historian Perera is indebted to the pioneering work done by Foenander. 
 

Foenander mooted the idea to create a Ceylon Cricket Association in 1921. Indeed, as S.S. 
Perera points out in his tribute Foenander had many “firsts” from writing books on sport and 
initiating sporting organisations. 

 
2 The book actually came out in 1924. 
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Bertie Wijesinghe and S.S. Perera are no longer with us. Wijesinghe passed away in 2017 one 
month short of his 97th birthday. Perera passed away in 2012. He would have been in his late 
eighties. 
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S.P. Foenander left us 57 years ago (writing in 2024) and would have been 142 years old in 
2024. Even his great grandchildren would be getting on in years. Yet it seems like he was alive 
not so long ago. This perception is testimony to the quality of his work which is evergreen and 
irreplaceable. The country was singularly fortunate in the timing of his birth. In addition to 
being a record keeper of high calibre he commenced following cricket in the late 1800s.  In 
his absence, there would be a black hole in the public’s understanding of cricket’s beginnings 
in Sri Lanka of which the Colts cricket club was a vital part of. 


