S.P. FOENANDER’S GIFT TO THE COLTS - 1941

He would therefore have acquired a sound knowledge of the beginnings of the club from
its founding fathers and been an eyewitness to the games played in the late 1890s. In
fact, many of his books have a feel of participant observation.

S.P. Foenander was born on 11t April 1882, nine years after the Colts came into being.

From the many tributes that followed his passing in 1967, some of which are presented at the
back of this chapter, the following can be gathered. In 1900 he opened the batting for a
combined colleges team which beat the then invincible Colts. In 1902 he was chosen to play
for the Colts and represented the club against a combined Up-Country team. He also played
in the first unofficial European-Ceylonese game.

S.P. FOENANDER WITH AT 67 YEARS OF AGE?
BRADMAN, OCTOBER 1930

Foenander gifting Bradman with a

replica of the temple of the tooth relic,

Kandy, while carrying Australian captain,

Woodfull's son, Jack.

Courtesy of the state library of South Courtesy of Foenander
Australia, (PRG 682/16/108) 1949

From a young age he took to maintaining scrapbooks of press clippings associated with cricket

and other sports. In doing so he developed an archive of cricket memorabilia and statistical
data that covered the beginnings of all forms of cricket in Sri Lanka.
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Covering the beginnings of cricket institutions

Foenander’s knowledge came to the fore in the Ceylon Cricketer Companion for 1926. In
addition to the club and schoolboy season of 1925 there are the results of the following
traditional encounters — Europeans vs Ceylonese, Dickoya vs Dimbulla and the CCC vs Up-
Country. He also touches on the government service and mercantile cricket competitions. His
books on the C.C.C vs Up-country and Europeans v Ceylonese encounters provides a glimpse
into the European cricketing scene which laid the seeds for Ceylonese involvement in the
game and the maturity they gained by taking on the Europeans.

In 1949 he produced the history of the Royal-Thomian called Three Score and Ten. Needless
to say, the 1949 book is the basis of numerous updates on the Royal-Thomian and the
historical statistics and records featured in every Royal and Thomian souvenir to this day.

In 1924 Foenander produced Sixty years of Ceylon cricket and was a useful source of
information when Sri Lanka gained test status and many authors were inspired to compile
comprehensive histories of cricket in the country. Foenander has helped the SSC, the Tamil
Union and the Malay cricket club to write their histories but his piece de resistance was his
History of the Colts up to 1941.

Writing style

Three Score and Ten showcases the unique style of Foenander’s writing where he blends
scorecards with anecdotal evidence and personal player history, and the reader gets to
appreciate players through statistics, place, and family ties. This style is also prevalent in the
History of the Colts.

Foenander attended practically every Royal-Thomian since 1895 and had full scores of every
game in his private collection. Likewise, his scrapbook contained Colts club records from 1900
onwards.

The history of the Colts

Unlike other histories of clubs in Sri Lanka which contain plenty of statistics, current photos
in colour and old articles reproduced, the book on Colts cricket breathe the characters. There
are numerous pen portraits and photographs pertaining to the club’s early years. If Foenander
hadn’t reproduced old photos in the book they probably would have been lost forever.

Foenander would probably have turned his thoughts to writing the book at the urging of
president Dadabhoy about 1935 when he was 43 years of age. In an age when drafts were
hand-written or type written, progress would have been slow. When the book was published
Foenander was 49 years of age.

Foenander’s book covers the first 68 years of the club. That period would be well-nigh

impossible to reconstruct today, 81 years after the book was published. The originals of
pictures would have been lost. And the statistics and anecdotes would be non-existent.
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Ideally, the book by Foenander should be reprinted and inserted into the pocket of a newly
compiled history of the club if it has a hard cover. The advertisements in the publication
provide an intriguing glimpse into the commercial life of Colombo in the last decade of
colonial rule®. From Caves selling pianos to Tucker selling Vauxhalls. In the following chapter
the advertisements are brought to life and made to reflect the society of the time.

From the advertisements it would be hard to tell that World War Il was in full swing. In 1941
Germany invaded Russia and the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbour. Of course, colonial Ceylon
was not directly affected by the War.

The chronicler came into possession of Foenander’s book on the Colts and the cricketer’s
companion of 1926 through the courtesy of his uncle Douglas Lieversz who felt that he would
appreciate the books following the contributions he made to the centenary souvenir. Douglas
Lieversz would never have anticipated that his nephew would write an updated history of the
Colts based on, and inspired by, Foenander’s book, which he only read in full in 2014, 41 one
years after he became sole owner of it.

Very much a Colt

Foenander is present in the 1933 and 1940 group photos of the Colts club. He was a member
and a leading light in the club. Hence, the writing of the history of the club was an exploration
of identity, ethnicity, and youth. The chronicler is motivated by similar emotions. It is a
journey of discovery into his cultural roots as much as a nostalgic return to some unique
cricket moments in his life. Throughout the book he touches upon the evolution of a cultural
community, namely Sri Lanka’s urban class, which mirror the vicissitudes of the club.

What the chronicler is hoping to achieve is to interest non-Sri Lankans and to write an account
of club which is more than a simple history of a cricket club. It should tell people of periods in
Sri Lankan history and the changes that are taking place culturally and economically. It must
delineate the drama and conflict. The litmus test will be the extent to which the work will
appeal to non-cricketers and non-Sri Lankans. It is about the Colts cricket club but also about
its cultural and political setting, just as much as Baz Luhrmann’s Elvis is not only about Elvis
but also about the environment that influenced him and artistes who contributed to that
milieux. It must inspire the Colts community to come up with contributions and to attract
comments from those who have nothing to do with club.

! Chapter 24 is devoted to an analysis of the adverts which appear in Foenander’s book on the Colts. In addition, chapter 21
studies adverts from two of his books which appeared in the nineteen twenties.
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The 1993 book on the S.S.C.

The chronicler wishes to avoid the pitfalls of a publication compiled by S.S. Perera in
conjunction with the club’s tour of Malaysia and Thailand. As befitting the most successful
cricket club in Sri Lanka it has an embarrassment of riches concerning statistics and
photographs. But the subjective element is missing. The various articles recounting the past
lack depth of analysis and fail to evoke the landscapes of the past. The book is formatted like
a souvenir and fails to develop a compelling narrative. All the big names of the club that are
proudly flaunted do not compensate for the publication’s numerous flaws. All of what is
presented is familiar to a follower of club cricket in Sri Lanka. The information could have
been better presented, formulated, interrogated and reimagined. By contrast, Foenander’s
book on the Colts is unique. It brilliantly evokes the past and is the perfect platform by which
to bring to light the last 82 years of the club’s existence by unearthing new information.

What the chronicler finds very useful in Foenander’s book are the pen portraits of Colts
cricketers and members which are used to identify persons and elaborate upon their
contribution to the development of the club. It was a book previously browsed through on
numerous occasions without analysing its contents as thoroughly as done in 2014. Much of
Foenander’s methods and approaches to writing are continued in the new history.

Other journalistic sources

The chronicler relied heavily on three articles in addition to the material in the 1941 book by
Foenander and the 1973 centenary publication, when commencing this project. Frank
Ondatje’s article in Foenander’s book complements Foenander in that it is a description of
the origins of the NCC while articulating the friendly rivalry between the two clubs. It is a
useful guide to how the superiority of the Colts was first challenged.

Although most of the material on the history of the Colts which appeared in the centenary
souvenir of 1973, was reproduced from old publications there is an original article by A.W.
Lorenz-Andree, from the famous family of photographers. This begs the question as to why
Lorenz Andree wasn’t asked to contribute to the 1941 publication when he seemed to know
as much about the club as Frank Ondatje? Finally, a tribute to Tommy Kelaart which appeared
in the DBU journal of 1950 by an unknown author (Foenander?) also sheds interesting light
on the beginnings of the Colts.

A splendid array of tributes

Foenander passed away in 1967 at 85 years of age. Reading those tributes makes the
chronicler proud to follow in Foenander’s footsteps where the Colts is concerned.
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The Wisden ran the following obituary —

“FOENANDER, SAMUEL PETER, who died on April 19, aged 84, was the doyen of sports writers
in Ceylon and contributed to Wisden for many years. Captain of Wesley School in 1901, when
one of the best schoolboy wicket-keepers of the time, he also captained Combined Colleges.
He served on the tutorial staff of Wesley and Royal College before taking up journalism. For
many years he was sports editor of the Ceylon Observer and for over half a century wrote with
authority on cricket, Association and Rugby football, athletics, tennis and golf, besides being
a well-known music critic. His services to cricket earned him an M.B.E. An honorary member
of M.C.C., he was author in 19232 of Sixty Years of Ceylon Cricket.”

Both Bertie Wijesinghe and S.S. Perera paid tribute. Bertie Wijesinghe was a sportswriter par
excellence. No one comes near him in English language fluency, except for T.M.K. Samat of
yore. But whereas Samat’s diction was flowery, Bertie’s writing was not unlike his coaching:
analytical and cerebral. He deployed prose to articulate nuances in cricketing styles and
approaches, and this comes across in his book The love of my life. His prose served analysis
and was subservient to it.

Yet, Bertie couldn’t match Foenander as a cricket historian and a guardian of cricket statistics
and knowledge of Sri Lankan cricket in its infancy. S.S. Perera is closer to Foenander in
dragging data out of old newspapers that often crumbled at one’s touch. But as statistician
and historian Perera is indebted to the pioneering work done by Foenander.

Foenander mooted the idea to create a Ceylon Cricket Association in 1921. Indeed, as S.S.
Perera points out in his tribute Foenander had many “firsts” from writing books on sport and
initiating sporting organisations.

2 The book actually came out in 1924.
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~ ELDOM if ever
_in_lhe history
of sport has a
nation owed so
«muck to one single
man; .a man who
completed fijty years
of journalism, made
sir trips to Australia
one to England and
several to India with
cricket teams, during
the course of 1which he
had seen fifty test mat-
ches e man who shared
with Neville Cardus the
distinction of mention in
~Wisden. the only Ceylo-
nese to enjoy the privi-
lege of Honorary Mem-
bershiip of the Maryle-
bone Cricket Club. the
only cricket writer in the
world to be honoured by
the Queen of England
and more — to receive
that  honour from the
Queen’s own hands.

That briefly is & record of
the achievements of Samuel
Peter Foenander  one-time
schoolmaster and  freelance
writer: later sports editor of
the “Ceslon rver”. who
pased awny yesterday at the
age of 8.

As “S. P." or “Onlooker” he
has been known by &mﬁ—
tions of sports fans this
country and wherever else
cricket is played.

RECORD

1t would scarcely be fair
to such a distinguished per-

teams of
included L. D, 8. Gunzsa-
kara, Carl Cooke, Neil Joseph
Dick Barber, Et-

B T &
COC. and the S8C. whirh
hed Greswell an & &
Altert respectively.

He continued to
ﬁ‘? -m\w'n‘: gul'lﬂzsmm

ma

to him that mnm w?h
proleges later played for
Sxﬁeldmcol:l! revived his Com-
fhe 19943 war abd plased
matches agsinst the services.

EIRTH OF C:C.A,

ket  Association  was
mooted. One can take
for granted that 5 P. P.
Was behind the idea, Together
with Douglas de Saram and
Dr. John Rockwood both  of

revered fame. he was the
ploneer of what we know to-
day as the CCA, and was
its ofclal recorder. Dr.
Rockwood was the first Pre-
sident and Col. O. B. Forbes
its first Secretary,

nlr:e‘::s fn“?;:dm sonality not to do se. I
fietd  are mt have that plea-
. s asyoclal
and friendship with  the sent  task, therefore, I
{ names o'fllntennl':‘- have to thank him for kind-
:t‘aluultl‘wit;. ot Iy placing at my dispesal
the ear] him a some of his scrapbooks
SO WL e which are legion in num-
He has indeed been ber. 1 am also grateful to
85 & ing Wisden”.  but him, for heiping to piece to-
Ehies Whim i G peiher b bogrphical 1o
figures. Peter  Focnander's cord.
gﬂ, - rated ‘""; His career at Wesley Col-
K ulxemtzv? and lege myén standing all
pe: t ©f round. The ¥s he spent
D‘:&wm rela ‘3,,“",,,," there as a-student, from

‘BOOK-FUL'
~One hour with Peter Foen-

ander of Ceylon"”. said one
Australian  columnist “and

one can write a book™. Can

1893 to 1906, in the iNustri-

" ous time of Highfield, were

indeed worthwhile as his suc-
cess and record of a service
amply testify. He was awar-
ded the Hill Medal for the
best sll-round student highest

entire ma This also t this time
stand as a record in  that athleties in Ceylon had
Ceylon cricket of any cate- come. to & standstill, Peler
Tevy the sport
Peter Foenander s g{ moving 1 the formation
hapry. mﬂ ! rlxg the thletie g
on . He was one
§g ear m%nllbgn* ::vd tb'; for six years Honorary Lmlm-
avelock 4l mee!
1909 one of the first four  letes like Carl VanGeyzel,
Ceylonese (with E, W, Foe- oel Kelaast, J, W, de Alwis,
Rangzr_ hed‘d';snram. % 2 Dr. S. W. de
Champ ummgmm E. H P _Layard, J. H. Bur-
later took part o0, A H. Healey, were
in several titie meets both fn  Kiven the coporbimity to &= =
and Nuwara Eliya v also
On that first  occasion, he Speclators 1o see these cham-
e to the Pl
17th green and so fared best

year.

In 1918 for the first time
there was played a match be-
tween the Europeans —and

eved by only
one E, Honler, the
University scholar.
In 1902 while yet a school-
oy, Foenander ~ was chosen
to play for the all-powerful
Colis eleven ul the age of
seventeen — the Colts XI
which md'xqud ‘“‘{é’, s
jayers as Tommy Kelaart,
5‘ Amath. A. T. Poliocks Dr.
Alan Ratfle, C, E.

¥ . the
o tion of the Stanle
iy nternational. Foenander
was in that match too play-
ing for the  Ceylonese,

. his cricket career perhaps
becaise of # Peter

set himself to the of pro-
iding ities for young

Vi 3
cricketers, From 1922 onwards

tes no tion te
l‘:i 0 mu:fm.s.r.r.
5 Al me

Omm-“bcctsmm‘

sports meet which
the purpose of the p-
day Public Sehools
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SP" was an original

“in his own right

TF Cardus possessed style, S. P. Foenander had
@ manner all his own. It would be less than
justice merely to compare him with the former

and call him another Cardus, when

he

claims to be an original in his own right.

But il such comparison
must be made, as indeed. it
Is humap nature to do 50,
I would say that Cardus by
charmed
the quiet
seclusion of their drawing

© rooms — bullding a sort of
remote assocation between
sportsmepn and thelr ad-
mire)

“brouzht the sportsman, the
player face to face with the

publk: establishing a kma of
direct contact, as it were bet~
ween the Diaser nd g ecw
Onl ucing.

tor,
one In the other, on less for-
mal

ot
urlve lm- eﬂtﬂ He dld not
to_fine, c!
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exact as a lext on mathe-
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GENERCUS
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of all sports

g
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he |pr ltl!

le F
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L Teaching at Wesier,
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hner never ‘ed cricket, he
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was a
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the honour of leading
lhe c«ylon X1 wnuh beat the
S
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2 meeting of leadinz person-
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arge of arrangements for

the tour  Sir Selomon Dias
Bandaranaike was Chairman,
Dr, J; Rockwood, treasurer
and took on

onerous duties of Hony-Secre.
“g‘nnd liaison M to the

ever, had off
811 1922, on account of World
War 1.

Dr. John Rockwood provided
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u
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‘They

called h

im...

THE death of Mr.

S. P. Foenander
on 19/467 removed
from our midst ‘The
Walking Wisden’ —
a man who helped to
put Ceylon on the
Cricket map of the
world prior to the
Second World War
when Oeylons cric-

ket organisation was
% in its infancy. By his
“many contacts

WALKING WISDE

master at Royal College he
played for the Education De-
partment in 1907 in the First

S, C. Gumtns, In lvei 1 had

the privilege of presenting

on behalf of 8, P. oenander,

Tommy Kelaart’s hat to Miss

Rait Kerr and Mr. Aird to

be kepl. in the Lordy' Museum,
Mr.

Govt. Services Cricket Com-
petition,
In 1913 he summoned &
g o € representa
tives of all First  Class
Clubs = and  formed  the
First (temporary) Cricket
Association in Ceylon with

Sir Soloman Dias  Bandara-
naike as President to invite
Rev. E. F, Waddy's team of
New South Wales ericketers
to Ceylon., He was elected
Hony, Secretary and Dr, John
Hony, Secretary ana ur. Jonn
Rockwood was elected Hony.
Treasurer. In 1920 cricket
enthusiasts led by Dr. John
Rockwood, Col. E. H. Joseph
D. L. de Saram and S, P.

Foenander met o draft a con-

meeting of the C.C.A.
on July 13th, 1922 S. P. Foe-
nander was elected Hony.
Recorder, a post he held till
1947. He was her the first
Hony. Recorder of the

S. P. Foenander
of Control for Cricket in Cey-

M

in 1947/48 reported the tour
of Lala Amarnath’s Indian
team to tour Australia. He
had the unique honour of
being one of the Austrailan
Broadcasting Commission com-
mentators on these Tests,
along with Alan Megilvray
and Victor Richardson. In
1949/50 he was in India for
the West TIndies’ Tests.

by S. §. Perera

's doings In
been
by

the cricket world have
dealt with adequately
others. He was however also
interested in other outdoor
actlvities. He was connected
with the Ceylon Cadet Batta-
lion for 20 years while at
Royal College and Training
College, In 1913 he was C.O.
ot the Training College Com-

of the Training College Com-~
pany which won the Chal-
ienge Shield for -Physical
Drill and Marching. He -was
responsible for organising the
first Schools Athletics meet
—then calied tne Empire Day
Games—in 1910, He was its
Honorary Secretary and held.
this post jater at the Public

and Frank Ondatjie (D:lly
News) helped to  form
first Press Club in Ceylon.

Autheor

Readers wowa de interest-
ed to know that he was the
many  sporting
books and souvenirs — the
best bewng his  “Sixty Years
of Ceylon Cricket”. He pm-

duced his first cricket
venir in 1911 for the vlalt of
the M.C.C. team. Subscquent
wvisits  of foreigm cricket
teams also suw his publica-

uuu on sale,

His other publications of
note were:—

1. Ceylon’s Champion Bowl-
er — a sketch of Tommy
Kelaart — 1910.

2. Official Souvenir of the
Visit of the New South Wales
Cricket Team to Ceylon-—-1914.

3. Souvenir of the Jubilee

Jeges won for the first time

against the Colts by 39

runs.

In 1913, while a master at
ing Col

and created a record by hold-
ing 5 eatches and stumping
3 in both Innings giving
away Do extras. Earlier as a

His visits lo these coun-
tries heiped him make nume-
rous friends in official cricket
circles and among interna-
Uonal players wilth whom he
kept in touch till very re-
cently. His Jetters of intro-
duction to Lords,

am oune of the many who
benefited in this and
I can gratefully recall the
kindness extended to me al
Sydney by Allan Barnes and
at. Melbourne by Bill Pons-
ford during the first West
Indies tour in_ Australia in
1951/52. At Lords in 1956
and 1961 I was entertained
by ‘Mr. R. Aird, former Sec-
retary of the MCC., and
Miss Diana Rait Kerr. Cura-
tor of the Lords Muwseam and
the present Mr.

5. Sixty Years of Ceylon
Cricket — 1924.

6. (a) Ceyion Cricketers'
Companion—1925. (b) Cey-
Jon Cricketers’ on-—
1926. {(c) Ceylon Cricketers

9. A Complete Historv of
Test icket in Ceylon —
(Buropeans vs. Ceylonese —
1887/1927).

10. History of the Colts
Cricket Club — 1941,

11. A Souvenir of the 25th
Anniversary of the Ceylon
Cricket Association — 1947,

12. Three Score Years &
Ten {a Wistnry of the Povale

2

) — 1950.
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13. History of ihe Sinha-
lese Sports Club — 1952,

14, Golden Jubllee History
of the Government Services
Cricket Assoclation - 1057,

15. History of Ceylon's
Lawn Tennis Personalities.

He was a man with many
‘Firsts’ as rellated earlier and
may be the only sports per-
sonality in Ceylon to produce
%0  many pnblluunnn on
sport, He has through his
columns in  the Ceylon Ob-
server given prominence to
thousands of Ceylon's crie-

Keters, tennls plavers, rug-
gerites, racing men and many
others,

It Is largely d.e W hm

that the present Gay  sports
writers in Ceylon ¢ able to
bring out statistiés of the

past and revive miemories of
many a famous match. Due
to the foresight of Mr. W,
Dahanayake a part . of his
valuable collection will be n
safe custody for future genc-
rations to kngw what fook
place during the \eanl 1020
to 1060,



Alwis, The funeral service
was conducted by the Rey,

The funeral of § P,
Foenander took  place
yesterday, In the presence C. W,
of a distinguished gather-
ing. Among those who
paid their respecls were
the Minister of State Mr,
J, R, Jayewardene, and
his P it
Mr, Ananda

Mulhnkrislma
Vicar of St, Paul's, MilaZ
giriya, The pall beann
included, Col, Stanley
Fernando, Major-General
B. R, Heyn, Senator J, P
and R, Mec-
Heyzer,

SPF: only journalist

to dare Wisden
By M M TIlfwfeeq

Obe:

y
Tissa de

35§

2% was._

WISDEN'S CRICKET ALMANACK. THE
DATA WERE PERFECT TO THE T.

“CRICK

ETERS"
BIBLE® WAS NEVER KNOWN TO NOD. ITS STATIS’I'ICAL

1928, A CEYLONESE SPORTS EDITOR PROVED WIS

WRONG: AND WISDEN GR ACIOUSLY ACKNOWIEDGED

IIS MISTAKE,

BAD ems.raARas,

‘:’5:5"{‘0.'?& bo"
W
y )omalm

_u-..
oris Editor
tmm

became the
the world
's officlal re-

‘Firsts’
Foenander's  'firsts’
‘onlys’ in the fleld of
Journalism  arée  un,

Some of them are:
® ONLY cricket wtiter in the
. with Neville

free

scholar in Before he
was 18 years of age he was

Heag of and

schotar-

e played
lor xhc Wes]c') College criczet
|- tean ,

caplaining one vear,
-He was also captain of the

for thi
Combined Up-country at Dar-
rauelln. He was wickel-keeper,
organised the Com-
bined Oomsu \enmt to p!a.v
in Kandy, lle and Up-
country.

of the

mf cricketers of England, Aus-

tralia. West Indle.s India
New Zealand and Pakistan.

Tipster
‘SPF” not only covered
cricket (as “Onlooker™ and
Iso tennis,

rach

winners in 40 races. He a'so

tioped the winner of the
Cesarcwiich — Noble Star —

in a field of 28 that year.

Richardson and Jack Fingle-
ton, and Alan McGilray).

@® VIBST and only Ceylonese
to be invited ¢ as
Juds at Ans:r:lhn aluetlo

mpcom nterstate
pivnslnya ?eAnl:neI;. c

@ FIRST to compile a book on
Ceylon cricket “Sixty Years

of Ceylon Cricket”. His many

histories include the Royal
match series.

® FIRST ang only sports

ll: lh;e East to be
y A —

be was awarded mm

Pioneer

Foenander was not content
to write spory rrom dwt and
ficld. He was a T Orfa-
niser who helpe; lo establish
sports bodies Lh‘nd Institutions:

de

Saram ang Dr. John Rock-
wood, Foenander was the
tounda—dlheceyloncrlckﬂ
Anochxionovcrmywsm
clal recorder

5 gﬂ was its oM
years,
m?m’ ploneer work led to the
1 of the Amateur
Athlétic Association of Ceylot:.
As captain of the Ceylon

Cadel Battalion (he wis one
olthe ficst three ofMicers) he
organised the :

{forerunne a‘ﬁhe Pub-
ii-:%dnoo': Mezt)
and was actehry
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Foenander gﬁ local
cricket dutn uke

Sports Club, Tamil Umon
Colts and Maley CC to write
their hhmrm He helped the
CCC to reirace its history
from 1863 from his records.
Tt made him its first non-
British hororary member. It
is not well kpown that he
was the fitst to Introduce an
August racipg feaiure — notes
on women’s [ashions!



‘;f]_)oy.en of sports
]ournallsts’ dies

the profession, Foenander bad
made such & name for him-
self that he was sclected to
cover  the England-Australia
Test series In both countries.

Upto the time of his death
he was the oldest living mas-
ter cum-journalist and It was
jns:“om-nmkm—.n
Ap l!lh!boulebnudhh
85th birthday.

The Lady-in-Waiting at-
tached to Her Majesty’s house-
hold never forgol to seng the
Queen’s greetings. The other

His services to cricket re-
ceived attention and recogmi-
tion so much so that the Bri-
tish Government conferred on
him tbe MBE. Many ycars
ago the Maryleborne  Cricket
Club recognised his servicees
to the game by making him an
Honorary Member.

Cricket was so much in
bis veins that his collections
of books, records and souvenirs

all

S.P.F.’ helped promote
| sport in Ceylon

“What Neville Cardus was in England. in
my opinion Mr- S. P Foenander was the same in |
Ceylon, He was the doyen of all sports writers. .
If there was one common factor in Cardus and |
Foenander, it was their love for all sport and
musie.” sald Dr W. R, Chanmugam. former

President of CHF in paying tribute to the late: *

Mr. S. P. who died

Dr, Chanmugam, added
“In an era when writers

Major  Dennis  Happu-
galle. Secretary of the
Board of Control for Cric-

Mr. Eddle Gray, Secre-
tary of the Boxing Asso-
clation of Ceylon sald “Mr.
8. P. Foenander helped to

our  sympathles to his
mily”,

On  February 26 this
year Mr.  Foenander and
his wife celebrated 61 years
of married life,

On his birthday on April
11, the Lady In Walting

were about the best an indivi- | i, il comments  1or e

dual could boast of.  His | jrere backed by his know-  Ine cortege will be leav-
ledge of th LIt residence *Warren-
drawing room was a miniature p-nmnv: i it 3-? “No. c..f»-wxm.:
museam and bis llving roomia | SO rune desies | Py Bembalssltiy, te-
library, promete rugger in 6&1- -e’-l‘ at 'l: TJ:::]
; - , Kanatte,
“‘Callers

tralian, or West Indian would
pass Colombo withont paying
& call on *SPF* at ‘Warrendale®
— his home In Bambalapifiya
named after the famous Aus-
tralian cricketer Warren Bard-
sley. g

‘Plum” Warner, Gilligan,
Hobbs, Suteliffe and in  the
more recent years the late
Worrell, as well as Weekes
and Sobers have all enjoyed
his hospitality at his resdd-
ence.

'SPF" was equally profi-
cient in music and he was |
the Observer’s music  critie,
¥ew could harmonise the two.
The other well-known exam-
ple being the world renowned |
Neville Cardus,

Yeaves b Dehpuay

bis wife Edith (85) and twe |
daughters Roth and  Mrs
Carmen Foenander Herft mow
residing in Austraiia.
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Bertie Wijesinghe and S.S. Perera are no longer with us. Wijesinghe passed away in 2017 one
month short of his 97t birthday. Perera passed away in 2012. He would have been in his late
eighties.
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S.P. Foenander left us 57 years ago (writing in 2024) and would have been 142 years old in
2024. Even his great grandchildren would be getting on in years. Yet it seems like he was alive
not so long ago. This perception is testimony to the quality of his work which is evergreen and
irreplaceable. The country was singularly fortunate in the timing of his birth. In addition to
being a record keeper of high calibre he commenced following cricket in the late 1800s. In
his absence, there would be a black hole in the public’s understanding of cricket’s beginnings
in Sri Lanka of which the Colts cricket club was a vital part of.
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