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COLTS ICONS 
 

erriam – Webster defines an icon as “a person or thing widely admired especially for 
having great influence or significance in a particular sphere”. Therefore, a criterion 
for meeting iconic status in the cricket world is cricketing excellence, reflected in 

gaining national selection. Players who weren’t considered for national selection are still icons 
if their impact on club cricket was so great that other clubs would liked to have had them in 
their teams. At the very least icons stood out in their game and boosted the morale of the club.  
 
The “great stalwarts” of the club as listed in the centenary publication, have been chosen for 
their outstanding cricket achievements for the club. As such, as argued in the following chapter, 
they are icons first and stalwarts second, with notable exceptions where stalwart status is 
considered. Dr. Allan Raffel heads the list followed by Tommy Kelaart, C.E. Perera, W. de Rozario, 
A.T. Pollocks, Carl Van Geyzel, Johnny Murray, B. Krestser, D.W.L. Lieversz, R.G.W. Jayatilleka and 
E.B. Nathanielsz.  
 
Douglas Lieversz, who joined the club in the mid nineteen-twenties, and probably interacted with 
the first-generation players who were associated with the club’s early cricketing invincibility, had 
a major input into this selection. The presence of Douglas Lieversz and Tita Nathanielsz in the list 
reflected their undisputed status, in 1973, as club cricketing legends. The only addition to the list 
that the chronicler would like to make is Dr. Colvin van Geyzel, the uncle of Carl Van Geyzel1, who 
is listed as a stalwart in the centenary souvenir. 
 
  

 
1 Dr Colvin Thomasz van Geyzel (b. 28/10/1867) captained the Colts in 1896 and 1897. He had three sons, namely, Frederick 

Christopher William (b. 30/05/1901), Cecil Theodore (b. 19/12/1902) and Colvin Leonard (b. 04/09/1905). FCW and CT van 

Geyzel played for the NCC. Dr. C.T. van Geyzel had an elder brother called Charles Walter (van Geyzel, also a doctor according 

to Foenander (1941: 18), who was a member of the Ceylonese XI that played against the Europeans in 1887 (Foenander 1941: 

15). Charles Walter had three sons, the middle son being Charles Walter (b. 1890). This son is the CW van Geyzel aka Carl, who 

captained the Colts in 1927 (aged 37 – 39 years) and again in 1936 (aged 46 years) (Foenander 1941: 93). Foenander (1941:18) 

says that Carl van Geyzel was one of oldest playing members of the club which confirms that CW van Geyzel (b. 1890) and Carl 

van Geyzel is one and the same person. Douglas Lieversz who played an important role in selecting the Colts stalwarts at the club’s 

centenary, would have played under Carl. CT van Geyzel Jr and FCW van Geyzel who played fo the NCC were the cousins of CW 

Jr, who played for the Colts. They all attended Royal. 

M 
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The people selected to the hall of fame in 1973 are not disputed, but a strong argument can be 
made that they be described as icons rather than stalwarts. While icons usually double up as 
stalwarts, due to their service and loyalty to the club, many don’t. Abu Fuard the off-spinner who 
played for the national team, is a case in point. Club icons must be distinguished from club 
stalwarts, former cricketers and non-cricketers who contributed to the success and survival of 
the club from behind the scenes, and who are described in the previous chapter. 
 
The first icons 
 
It was natural that the Colts, being Ceylon’s first cricket club, would produce the country’s first 
sporting icons. An 1897 edition of The Ceylon Review featured three Colts cricketers in its 
sporting gallery.  They were Dr. Colvin Van Geyzel, the current cricket captain, who was thirty 
years of age, Tommy Kelaart and Dr. Allan Raffel.  They all attended Royal which was the alma 
mater for Colts cricketers at the time.  

 
Dr Van Geyzel captained the Colts from 1896 to 1897, and then again in 1899. Raffel was Kelaart’s 
opening bowling partner but by 1897 had experienced injury which had affected his bowling and 
was focusing on his batting.  He had yet to qualify as a doctor.  He was the first recognised icon 
of the club. 
 
A chapter is devoted to the Kelaart family, with a significant amount of space allotted to Tommy 
Kelaart, but the relevant pages of the Ceylon Review is displayed below to highlight who the high-
profile cricketers of the club and the most identifiable non-European cricketers in the country 
were, a year before the club’s 25th anniversary.  
 

COLTS ICONS OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 

  

Dr. Colin Van Geyzel Tommy Kelaart and Dr. Allan Raffel 

Courtesy of the Ceylon Review and Richard Kelaart 
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PEN PORTRAITS 

 

VAN GEYZEL KELAART & RAFFEL 

 

 

 

 

Courtesy of the Ceylon Review and Richard Kelaart 
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Allan Raffel appears in every available photo of the club taken between 1900 and 1941. In 1941 
he was patron of the Colts.  Foenander (1941: 12-13) ranks him among the six greatest cricketers 
the club has had. (Of course, 73 years have passed since this assessment.) To quote Foenander – 
 

“As a left-handed bowler he shared many a triumph with Tommy Kelaart, and between 1890 and 1895 
he was irresistible even against powerful visiting teams. At the Royal College Dr. Raffel won the highest 
cricketing honours as captain and as a batsman and bowler. Joining the Colts while still in his teens, he 
proved himself a very deadly bowler, dashing batsman and brilliant fieldsman. His most memorable 
bowling performance in Ceylon cricket was recorded for the All-Ceylon team against A.E. Stoddart’s 
England team at the Barrack Square in 1894, when he captured 14 wickets for 87 in the two innings, 
numbering amongst his victims such celebrated batsmen as A.E. Stoddart, A.C. McLaren, F.J.G. Ford, 
W. Brockwell, J.T. Brown, R. Peel, W.H. Lockwood, and J.T. Briggs. … While studying medicine in 
Scotland, Dr. Raffel played with success for the famous Carlton Club. For several years after his return 
from Scotland Dr. Raffel captained the Colts with marked success and has been a most popular 
personality in the club. Some years ago Dr Raffel was elected President of the Ceylon Cricket 
Association.  He is now Patron of the Colts C.C. having succeeded the late Sir T.F. Garvin.” 
 

Dr Raffel was the club’s cricket captain from 1901 to 1919, was president from 1928 to 1940, its 
patron in 1941 and its first life member. In 1942 Col. Sir John Parsons was appointed patron and 
it is possible that Mr. Raffel passed away between 1941 and 1942? 

 
DR. ALLAN RAFFEL 

 
Courtesy of S.P.  

Foenander 
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Dr. C.T. vanGeyzel 

Foenander (1941: 15) talks about the Dr. C.T. van Geyzel, the uncle of Alan Raffel. 

“Dr. C.T. van Geyzel joined the Colts after having been a successful captain of the Royal College team.  In England 

he played with success for Middlesex Hospital; and on his return to Ceylon he captained the Colts and hit up 57 

on his first appearance against the Colombo Sports Club. On that occasion Colvin Van Geyzel set up a Colts and 

Ceylon record when he and his nephew Dr. Allan Raffel (118), put on 156 for the 8th wicket.  This still remains 

unbeaten. Dr. van Geyzel captained the Colts in more than one test match, and later became a Vice-President 

of the Club.  His sons, F.C.W. and C.T., are among Ceylon’s best batsmen produced in this century; but both 

played for the Nondescripts, and not for their father’s old club.” 

Carl van Geyzel 

 

Carl van Geyzel (C.W.) is a nephew of Dr. C.T. “Colin” van Geyzel. His father was Dr. C.W.Q. van 

Geyzel. Carl captained the Colts from 1927 to 1929, and again in 1936. Apparently he was very 

fussy about clothes and keen on flannels. As he was a man of means he apparently bought the 

entire team cream flannels or china silk. The following two photos feature Carl van Geyzel in 

government service cricket teams. 

 

RUBBER CONTROL DEPARTMENT TEAM, “A” DIVISION CHAMPS, 1937 

 
Standing L to R: A.M.A. Ratnayake, A. Powell, G.N. Schoorman, D.S. Jayasundera, 

I.M.S. Deen, W.E.V. Fernando, G. Sellayah, S.R.B. de Z. Adhihetty, W.P.A. Sirisena, 

D.D. Abeygunawardena 

Seated L to R: C.W. Van Geyzel, K.C. Thangarajah, F.D. Wijesinghe (Hony. Secretary 

C.G.S.C.A.), S.S. Jayawickrema (capt.), H.E. Andrew Caldecott, P. Saravanamuttu  

(rubber controller), S.P. Wickremasinghe (deputy rubber controller), G.S. Hubert,  

 I.D. Abeywardena 

Courtesy of Ceylon Government Service Cricket Association Golden Jubilee  

Souvenir,1957 
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TEA CONTROL DEPARTMENT TEAM, “A” DIVISION CHAMPIONS, 1944 

 
Standing L to R: A. de Silva, E.W.R. Fernando, F.G. Dalpathado, E.R. Hubert, G.F. Walters,  

G.M. Spittel, I.H. Walbeoff, E.L.S. Thamotharam, A.MN. Faize, M. Raize 

Seated L to R: C.P.W. Van Geyzel, U.L.L. Perera, B. Wijewardena (Hony. Secretary, C.G.S.C.A.),  

Hugh Scharenguivel (Capt.), H.E. Sir Henry Moore, P. Saravanamuttu (Tea controller),  

Robert Fernando, Claude Wijesinghe 

Courtesy of Ceylon Government Service Cricket Association Golden Jubilee Souvenir, 1957 
 

An icon but not a stalwart 
 
A Wesley College website (www.wesleycollege.org/cricket/ceperera.htm) carries an article on 
C.E. Perera from A hundred years of Ceylon cricket edited by S.S. Perera.  His career spanned 10 
years from 1897 to 1907 before he succumbed to enteric fever. 
 

“While at Buddhist College (later Ananda College), he was coached by J.C. McHeyzer the Thomian 
and Colts player, then head-master at Buddhist College. He first hit the headlines with a classic 97 
not out against Royal College in 1898 enabling Wesley to beat Royal (by an innings) for the first 
time since the inaugural match in 1893. With W.V. Wijekoon, the pair put on 105 runs for the 10th 
wicket. The first century partnership for the 10th wicket in Ceylon. This innings gained selection 
for the Colts CC (then representing Ceylon) against Captain Ward Jackson's European XI in 1898.  A 
historic match was played on the 5th and 6th of July 1901 between Colts CC and "The Boer 
Prisoners of War." Perera going in at number seven for Colts scored a brilliant 90 not out, out of 
146.  In 1901 he was associated with a partnership of 204 for the 4th wicket and 193 for the first 
wickets. On both occasions he scored centuries.  
From 1904 to 1907 he spent time playing for SSC and Colts. He was selected to tour Bombay with 
the first Ceylonese team (mostly consisting of Colts players) to travel overseas. In India C.E. Perera 
(80) and Ahmath (79) added 117 runs for the 4th wicket in just 25 minutes. His 80 included 15 
fours. During the last two years he had a rare distinction of scoring four centuries in first class 
cricket, a feat uncommon in Ceylon at the time.  
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He was elected to captain of SSC at the annual general meeting a month prior to his death and 
never got the opportunity to lead the team. According to newspaper reports, Ceylon's greatest 
cricketer was given a military funeral, coffin was draped with the Union Jack and the funeral took 
place at Mt. Lavinia cemetery. On the 1st of March 1940, portrait of C.E. Perera was unveiled at 
Campbell Park pavilion by P. Saravanamuttu, President of the Ceylon Cricket Association.” 

 
Despite leaving the Colts for the SSC he is still treated as an outstanding Colt? Most of his 
success was had as a Colts player.  
 
Other early icons 
 
Lorenz-Andree (1973) has summarised Wally de Rozayro. To quote -  

“Wallie de Rosayro was for several years the Club’s wicket keeper and was famous for 
legerdemain behind the wickets. He generally stood with his nose upto the stumps, and many a 
batsman was caught or stumped behind the wickets. Mr. Pelham Warner, the famous M.C.C. 
captain on a visit to Ceylon in 1911 with the M.C.C. team, de Rosayro played for All-Ceylon then 
and Mr. Warner said, that he considered him one of the world’s best wicket keepers. Wallie de 
Rosayro was short and frail and was nicknamed by his colleagues as “CHEEKU” probably because 
of his cheeky manner and mannerisms. As a matter of fact, he refused to play for the Colts in a 
“big” match unless he was provided with a new out-fit, which Dr. Raffel generally gave him in 
order to persuade him to play.” 

 
WALLIE DE  

ROSAYRO 

 

BERTRAM DE  

KRETSER 

 

 

Courtesy of S.P. Foenander 1941 
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A.T. Pollocks was an opening batsman with four centuries against his name. At 1941 he was the 
only Colts batsman to have scored centuries against the N.C.C. and S.S.C. In 1913 he was the first 
Colt to score a century against the SSC. He carried out his bat in scoring a century against the 
N.C.C. on a very difficult wicket. He headed the Colts batting in 1913 with 37.08. Pollocks is said 
to have resembled the Lancastrian cricketer Tyldesley in appearance. For some reason the name 
A.T. Pollocks looms large in the chronicler’s imagination, possibly because his father and uncle 
spoke highly of him.  
 

 
 
Courtesy of Foenander 1924 

 
The photo below was taken about 1957 when A.T. Pollocks was in his eighties. Another Colt, 
L.V. Jayaweera, is also in the photo. 
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A.T. POLLOCKS IN THE MID-FIFTIES 

 
L to R: R.B. Wijesinghe, D. Fairweather, A.T. Pollocks, J.C.O. Ernst,  

L.E. Bakelman, L.V. Jayaweera, B.A. Wijewardene 

Absent: Dr. C.H. Gunasekera 

Courtesy of Ceylon Government Service Cricket Association Golden Jubilee  

Souvenir, 1957 
 
Johnny Murray, an old Trinitian, was one of the most punishing batsmen the Colts had produced 
in the twentieth century (Foenander 1941: 18). Next to A.T. Pollocks he had scored the most 
number of centuries for the Colts as at 1941. Between 1927 and 1934 he scored four centuries. 
 
Bertram de Krestser was an effective left-arm bowler, a useful right-hand batsman and a popular 
captain (Foenander 1941: 17). Cecil Horan of the N.C.C. was the only reason he failed to gain 
representative honours. He was considered to be the best left-arm spinner produced by the Colts 
since Jim Ludovici. In 1926 he and fellow Colt A.E. Schoorman2, represented Dr. Rockwood’s 
Ceylonese XI against W.E. Lucas’ Bombay team. And in 1936 he was amongst the seven Ceylonese 
who played against Gubby Allan’s M.C.C. team at the C.C.C. in 1936.  His nephew Warwick de 
Kretser represented the Colts in the fifties, while still at school. 
 
Finally, L.V. Jayaweera must be considered an icon. He made the national side in 1927-28.  
He used to delver the ball at great speed from a few steps. He was also a famous boxer with a 
competition named after him. 
   
  

 
2 “Prince” Schoorman was the chronicler’s father’s first cousin and introduced the chronicler’s uncle to the club. 
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Willie Jayatilleke 
 
About 1960 the chronicler recalls watching Willie Jayatilleke bat at the KV club grounds, with its 
quaint pavilion overlooking the wicket and a viewing area by the side of the Seethawaka river 
which was parallel to the wicket. Warden Stone was present at the club on that occasion. 
 

WILLIE JAYATILLEKA, SIXTH FROM LEFT, PERADENIYA, 1937 

 
Courtesy of Wendy Hilder 

 

Bertie Wijesinghe in a tribute stated that Willie was a member of the Thomian teams of 1935, 
1936 and 1937 when in his final year he captained the team and led it to victory with a 
magnificent century, opening the innings and remaining unbeaten. Bertie Wijesinghe played in 
that team and praises the coach of the time, John Halangoda, a Trinity Lion. 
 
Willie Jayatilleke attended the chronicler’s father’s funeral in Sydney in 1984 and the chronicler 
recalls traveling with his mother to see him in Gosford and having a meal at the club there and 
also attending his fiftieth wedding anniversary celebration. When he died in 2004, they visited 
his widow who showed them a picture of what the Royal Thomian looked like at the N.C.C. when 
he was captain.  
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GOSFORD & GOSFORD RSL, MID-EIGHTIES 

  
Willie Jayatilleke, at home 

 

Doreen Lieversz and Willie, at Gosford RSL 

AT MOUNT COLAH, NSW, MID TO LATE EIGHTIES 

 
Doreen Lieversz, Willie and Wendy Jayatilleke 

Courtesy of Eardley Lieversz 

 
Willie Jayatilleke an old Thomian captain, was the grandson of W.B. de Saram who played with 
Dr. Raffel and Tommy Kelaart. W.B. De Saram captained St. Thomas’ in 1885 and the entire clan 
except for F.C. De Saram and his siblings, were Thomians. Willie Jayatilleke’s uncle was Douglas 
de Saram. 
 
Tita Nathanielsz who was Willie Jayatilleke’s bestman, observed that he donned his Thomian 
blazer after every club match. In 1948 Jayatilleke captained a CCA team against Ranji Trophy 
champions Holkar led by Col. C.K. Nayudu. Hugh Aldons, along with another Colt, H.S. Orloff, 
were in the team. 
 
Willie Jayatilleke captained the Colts five times. He should be given the status of an icon despite 
leaving the club under acrimonious circumstances.  
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And so should Tita Nathanielsz. He stood out as a bowler with his short run up and catapult 
action. He was larger than life. 
 
Nathanielsz talks about his friendship with Jayatilleke in a tribute to Zoe the sister of Willie, which 
appeared in the Sunday times of 8th October 2006. 
 

“ … Willie and I joined the Colombo Colts Cricket Club in 1940 and clicked immediately, playing 
for the club in the Premier League with success. We cycled to work, to the club and to chase the 
girls in Havelock Town and Bambalapitiya with occasional success. Our buddies were Stanley & 
Christobel Livera, Budgie & Esme Metzling, Jack & Ranee Misso, Mervyn Vandort, Ernie Kelaart, 
Ted Misso, Fred & Babs Kellar, Haig & Maureen Christoffeltz. We were regulars at the Milgiriya 
School’s quarterly dances, the Otter Annual Dance, the BRC Dance, and occasionally at the D.B.U. 
My friendship with Willie got closer over chasing girls together, and my playing under his 
captaincy. In the early fifties he met and tied the knot with attractive Lois Vanderziel and they 
made a handsome couple. I was Willie’s bestman at the well-attended ceremony at St. Paul‘s 
Church, Milagiriya.  

 

Modern day icons  
 

Since then, the Colts have produced many players who have represented Sri Lanka before she 
gained test status. The names which come to mind are Abu Fuard and Darrell Lieversz.  If Darrell 
had remained in Colombo and continued his first-class cricket career, he would surely have won 
a Sara trophy for the club, after coming very close in 1962-63. More than an icon he would have 
become immortalised. It is regrettable that he took up planting rather than hold a desk job in a 
mercantile establishment in Colombo where he could have had a complete bowling career and 
led the Colts to a few premierships. 
 
Roy Dias 
 
Dias played for Sri Lanka in 1973 and was a member of the inaugural Test team which played 
against England in 1981 under Bandula Warnapura. Dias played representative cricket for Sri 
Lanka from 1979 to 1987. He played 20 test matches and became the first Sri Lankan to hit 1,000 
Test runs. He played in 58 ODIs. He had a test average of 36.71 (1,285) and an ODI average of 
31.46 (1,573 runs). 
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 Courtesy of  

archives.  

sundayobserver.lk 

 

He captained the Colts club side in 1977. He gave up the captaincy mid season to concentrate on 
his batting. He played eight seasons of cricket for the Colts. 
 
In Dias’s last season with the Colts, chasing a total of about 180 to beat NCC, Dias and 
Ramanathan took the score to around 160 runs when both were dismissed about the same time, 
with Dias scoring about 80 runs. In the space of a few overs 6 wickets fell and the Colts lost the 
game by 2 runs which was shocking result even taking into consideration poor umpiring decisions. 
 
Ramanathan had introduced a practice whereby the team stayed back at the completion of a 
game for a post-mortem. In this instance, Ramanathan and Dias had a long private chat, following 
which, Dias informed the rest of the team of his decision to leave the Colts at the end of the 
season. Ramanathan fully understood Dias’s fear of losing his place in the national team. 
 
Kumar Ramanathan 
 
Kumar Ramanathan played in one Gopalan trophy game. But if anyone deserved to be regular 
member of the national side it would be him. His consistency with the bat at the club level was 
simply phenomenal. He was a truly iconic figure in the seventies. At a time when the club was in 
turmoil, he he turned down many offers to move out. His former school coach Bertie Wijesinghe 
told him that he would have a better future at the Colts. 
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RAMANASTHAN GOING TO BAT WITH 

MICHAEL TISSERA FOR BROOKE BONDS?  

 

 

RAMANATHAN’S MAJOR SCORES, COLTS CC, 1970 - 82   

Opponents Double century Centuries Fifties 

SSC 203 166 n.o. 58, 56 

NCC  124 57, 61, 52 

Bloomfield  134 n.o., 126 87, 80 

CCC  188 n.o., 120 89 n.o. 

Nomads  126, 110 n.o.  

Tamil Union  117 89, 86 

Moratuwa  100 n.o.  

Liberty  114 76 

Moors   67, 85 

BRC   81, 56 

Panadura   79 

 

Ramanathan was one of the most prolific run getters the club has ever had. During his time with 
the club, from 1970 to 1982, he made a double century, eleven centuries and sixteen scores of 
fifty and over.  
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If the club had more allrounders of the calibre of Ramanathan it may well have taken out the Sara 
trophy in the seventies. He took out the Macan Marker trophy for the top score in two successive 
years. In 1974-75 he hit 188 not out against the CCC. In the following season he scored 203 against 
the SSC. He followed this with another century against the SSC in the early eighties. And when he 
traded his wicket-keeping gloves for bowling in 1980-81, he took a hat-trick against the NCC with 
his medium pacers and 49 wickets for the season. He was singularly unfortunate not to secure a 
permanent spot in the national team. 
 
When he was not putting his side in a winning position Ramanathan was a buffer against outright 
defeat. He was one of the reasons the club could cause upsets against more fancied teams and 
why the Colts was both feared and respected. 
 
He fought hard for players as a player and captain. He once voiced his opposition to a player who 
arrived at the club mid-season being chosen for a limited over game over a regular player who 
had performed well in an earlier game. And as captain he fought strongly for Bernadus because 
of the latter’s ability to to save runs on the field. 
 
Although Kumar severed his connection with the Colts about forty years back, he still lives cricket. 
His contribution to cricket in Australia, as player, captain and coach, has been of a longer duration 
than his contribution to school and club cricket in Sri Lanka. Most significantly, his archives 
relating to the Colts and his memories of his time at the Colts, which he has generously shared 
with the chronicler, has played a vital and indispensable role in developing a tangible picture of 
cricket at the Colts during a time of struggle, survival, change, and the formation of player sinew 
and mongrel. 
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Kumar has given his all to cricket. Between leaving school and leaving Sri Lanka he gave his all 
to the Colts Cricket Club. 
 
Chaminda Vaas and the new Colts generation 
 
There was a gap of over eighty years between the end of Tommy Kelaart’s career and the advent 
of another left-arm bowler. Chaminda Vaas captained the Colts on five occasions (1998, 200, 
2009, 2010 and 2011) and was made an honorary life member of the club.  He had a busy 
international career and also played for foreign clubs and in foreign leagues. He would therefore 
have been unable to make a full commitment to the Colts as a player although there is no doubt 
that when he did, he would have made a difference.  The arrival of Vaas to the Colts coincided 
with a resurgence of cricket at the Colts which resulted in her first premier trophy win.  
 
The chronicler doesn’t have access to details pertaining to Vaas’s performances for the Colts. But 
there is plenty of information on the web about his international career and he no doubt that 
club gained much from having such a high profiled international player in its ranks.   
 
Vaas attended St. Joseph’s College, Colombo, and debuted for the Colts in 1990, at the age of 16. 
He is regarded as the most successful new-ball bowler ever produced by Sri Lanka. He retired 
from test cricket in 2009. 
 

There was a book for sale on the web titled Colts Cricket Club Cricketers and it refers to the 
following players – Chaminda Vaas, Thilan Samaraweera, Roger Wijesuriya, Romesh 
Kaluwitharana, Nuwan Kulasekera and Jeevantha Kulatunge. Clearly, these are the players who 
lifted the club out of the doldrums and made the club a force to be reckoned with and as 
competitive as it was in her first twenty-five years.  And the former national cricket captain 
Angelo Mathew, is also a Colt. At last, the Colts had players who impacted on the national scene 
not unlike Kelaart, Raffel, Fuard and Darrell Lieversz. 
 

Hopefully, As the history progresses the new generation Colts who have contributed to the club’s 
recent development will be captured. They deserve to be honoured and described in detail as 
much as the foundation icons. 
 
The listing of icons is neither final nor exhausative. But this chapter would have served its purpose 
if it encourages debate as to who should or shouldn’t be considered a Colts icon. At the very least 
it sets the criteria for distinguishing icons from stalwarts. 
 

An iconic family 
 
Tommy Kelaart was one of three brothers who played for the Colts. Tommy, the first Colts icon, 
and his siblings made the Kelaarts an iconic family.  
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Hence, this an opportune moment to reflect on the Kelaart family which played such a significant 
role in the success of the Colts in her first 35 years when she gave Ceylonese cricketers an identity 
by beating European cricket teams and demonstrating that Ceylonese could be just as good at 
cricket as the Europeans were. The Kelaarts embodied a golden era when Colts cricketers were 
the most reknown in urban and anglicised circles.  The Colts was the model for other Ceylonese 
clubs and Colts cricketers the model for cricketers from ethnic communities across the board.  
And no one was more famous during this period than Tommy Kelaart who might be considered 
Sri Lanka’s first cricketing legend. 
 
 


